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MIlUTl. 


THE MUTINIES AS THEY AFFECTED THE LOWER PROVINCES UNDER 
THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

During the progress of the lute mutinies, and the all-engrossing events 
which have characterised their progress in Upper and Central India, it 
is not unnatural that the provinces of Bengal and Behar, which have been 
comparatively less disturbed, should have attracted less notice. 

It cannot, however, be supposed that these great provinces, connected in 
so many ways with the more disturbed districts, inhabited partly by a people 
cognate in manners, language, sympathies, and race with those of the North 
Western Provinces—partly by tribes of ignorant and unenlightened savages, 
and everywhere, to some extent, occupied by portions of that army whose 
mutiny is at least the proximate cause of these disturbances,—can have 
altogether escaped the wide-spread contagion. 

Accordingly, it will be found that they have been the theatre of events 
similar in character, if not in importance and degree, to those which have 
convulsed the Upper and Central Provinces. 

The province of Behar has been most seriously and universally affected 
—the district of Sbahabad was in some parts overrun by Koer Singh and 
the mutineers from Dinapore, immediately after the outbreak at that sta¬ 
tion, and even then became the arena of more than one sanguinary combat, 
and of a most serious and disastrous repulse;—whilst the station of Arrab, 
with its jail broken open, its convicts released, and its treasury plundered* 
was the scene of a defence and a relief which will hear comparison with any 
of the achievements called forth by the rebellion. Nor was this unhappy 
district to escape further troubles. After a period of comparative tran¬ 
quillity, Koer Singh, defeated at Azimghur, himself wounded and dying, again 
crossed into Shahabad with what then seemed a broken and dispirited 
band of followers, without guns and with little ammunition; but again, 
under the influence of an almost unaccountable panic, was a British detach¬ 
ment to suffer a disastrous repulse with the loss of guns and ammunition. 
And though these guns have since been recovered, though the rebel’s force 
has been beaten with severe loss wherever it has been encountered, vet rein- 
forced not only from across the Ganges, but from the discontented sepoy 
population of the district itself—hopeless of ultimate success, and thereby 
rendered more desperate, aided by its position in a dense jungle and by the 
more than usual heat of the sun, and under the leadership of the bold and 
determined rebel Ummer Singh—-it has hitherto held its ground and resisted 
all attempts at dislodgement. The three districts—Chumparun, Sarun and 
Tirhoot—-have all beeu more or less affected by the prevailing disturbances. 
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In the first-named district took place the mutiny of Holmes’ Cavalry, 
attended with more than ordinary circumstances of barbarous treachery. 
The whole of the.three stations were temporarily abandoned, whilst they 
were long seriously threatened by the occupation of Gorruckpore under the 
usurping Chuckleydar, Mahomed Hossein. 

Itrhoot also was at one time further menaced by the mutinous Sowars 
from Julpigoree. 

In these districts too as in Shahabad great uneasiness has been caused 
by the late successes of the rebels, and in Sarun much mischief has been 
done by roving bands of plunderers, of which, however, the district is now 
free. 

In the district of Patna, the city itself in close proximity to the mu¬ 
tineers of Dinapore, was long a ground of apprehension, and subsequently 
the scene of a serious riot attended with loss of life. 

Gya, in the district of Behar, was, during the first outbreak, twice aban¬ 
doned and once temporarily occupied by the rebels—•the jail twice broken 
open, and the prisoners set at liberty, the treasure (a large amount) having 
been previously removed by the prompt energy of the Collector. 

Again, during the second outbreak, was the jail for a third time broken 
open, and great part of the district ravaged and plundered, till the rebel 
bands were completely broken and dispersed by Captain Rattray and a part 
of his Battalion. 

In the division of Bhaugulpore and the Sonthal Pergunnahs, two 
separate mutinies occurred, the latter accompanied by savage murders. 

Toe district of Purneah and the station itself were threatened by the 
Julpigoree and Dacca mutineers, but saved by the boldness, promptitude and 
energy of the 'Commissioner, aided by' the gallantry of a band of Volun¬ 
teers, together with fifty of Her Majesty’s 5th Fusiliers, and one hundred Sea¬ 
men sent to their assistance, when it became apparent that no military aid 
could be expected from the Supreme Government. 

In Chota Nagpore the Ranrghur. Battalion mutinied, various stations 
were abandoned, the prisoners were released, the treasuries plundered, and, 
as might naturally be expected, the savage and ignorant inhabitants deceived 
into supposing, from the partial anarchy prevailing, that all Government was 
at end, rallied round the feudal Chiefs, in many instances probably seeking 
an opportunity of avenging old grudges, and renewing old tribe feuds, rather 
than with any hope or serious intention of resisting the Government. A con¬ 
tagious feeling of discontent nevertheless spread into Palamow, Suinbulpore, 
and the borders of Cuttack. 

In the ftajshye division, there was a constant sense of apprehension, 
first on account of the suspected native troops at Julpigoree (the Cavalry 
portion of which eventually mutinied), and afterwards because of the threat¬ 
ened approach of the mutineers from Dacca. The stations of Dinagepore 
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and Rungpore were saved from probable attack only by tlie despatch of 
bodies of Sailors from Calcutta. 

In the Nuddeah Division, Berhampore, garrisoned by native troops, both 
Cavalry and Infantry, was rescued from threatened danger* first by the rapid 
despatch of European troops by land and bv steamer, and secondly, by the 
prompt and well-conceived measures for disarming the native garrison. An 
uneasy feeling meanwhile extended itself through Kishnaghur, Jessore and 
the whole division. 

In the Burdwan division, bordering on Chota Nagpore, the Pachete 
Zemindar was in a state of semi-rebellion. 

To the Eastward, in the Dacca division, the city of Dacca became the 
scene of a mutiny of a large native detachment, not put down without con¬ 
siderable loss of life, and was saved by the presence of a party of European 
Sailors previously stationed there. 

Chittagong was the theatre of a serious mutiny, resulting in the release 
of the convicts, the plunder of the treasury, and the escape of the mutineers 
throughTipperah and its jungles into the Sylhet and Cachar districts, where, 
however, owing partly to the despatch of a body of European troops, and 
partly to the gallantry and loyalty of the Sylhet Light Infantry, and the acti¬ 
vity and prudence of the Officers, Cjvil and Military, they are supposed to have 
perished to a man; but this was not effected without a loss on our side of an 
European Officer and several men of the Battalion. 

In Assam the seeds of rebellion were sown which, but for the timely 
discovery of the plot, the arrest and subsequent execution of the chief con¬ 
spirators, and the secret and timely despatch of European Sailors, must have 
resulted in most serious consequences. 

The districts immediately in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, and even 
the Presidency itself, have been subject to periodical panics during the whole 
progress of the rebellion—panics which, if in almost every instance groundless, 
cannot perhaps under the circumstances be considered altogether unnatural, 
and which were only allayed by a great show of precaution in the posting of 
troops. 

It will thus be seen that hardly a single district under the Government 
of Bengal has escaped either actual danger or the serious apprehension of 
danger. 

All the events above alluded to have already been recorded in the weekly 
narratives furnished by the Bengal Government ; but I have thought it 
advisable to recapitulate continuously, but very briefly, the course which events 
have taken in each separate division,—partly for the sake of placing them in 
a more collected shape, so that the circumstances which occurred in each 
separate division may form a separate and continuous narrative, but more 
especially with a view to bring to prominent notice the very many excellent 
services which have been performed from time to time by the Civil and 
Military Officers subordinate to the Bengal Government. 
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It is perhaps unnecessary for me to remark that I have had no military 
resources at my own disposal, and that the urgent requirements of the North 
West have prevented my receiving, except in. a limited number of instances, 
and f6r limited periods, that assistance which, under a less pressing emergency, 
would have been no doubt readily accorded to me. I have, therefore, in the 
great majority of cases, been obliged to depend upon such resources as were 
locally available, or such as could (with the sanction of the Supreme 
Government, which has always been promptly accorded) be entertained for 
the occasion and sent from the Presidency. 

Having premised thus much, I proceed with the separate narratives, 
commencing with the Behar Division, which, from its position avid import¬ 
ance, as well as from the fact that the earliest disturbances occurred there, 
naturally claims the first place. 


BEHAR DIVISION. 

It will readily he understood that on the outbreak of disaffec¬ 
tion in the North West, I became more than ordinarily anxious for 
the province of Behar, bordering as it does on the actively disturbed 
parts of the country, more than one of its districts supplying soldiers 
for the army, the town of Patna itself rightly or wrongly supposed to be the 
hot-bed of Mussulman conspiracies, and of course at this time an object of 
more than usual suspicion, (which, however, 1 am bound to say that events 
have not justified,*) an uneasy feeling on the subject of religion being reported 
to prevail: nor looking to what had occurred at Meerut, Delhi and other up- 
country stations, was the presence of three native regiments at Dinapore 
calculated to allay any anxiety that might be felt. Added to all this was 
the importance of the province, politically and financially, almost every dis¬ 
trict touching the Ganges, and the Great Trunk Road running through a 
large portion of the division, so that any thing happening to endanger the 
safety of the province would, at the same time, have cut off the two great 
highways to the Upper Provinces; and again, in a financial point of view, its 
immense Opium cultivation, the quantity of manufactured and partially 
manufactured Opium in the godowns at Patna, the large and scattered 
treasuries almost unprotected, and, to crown all, except at Dinapore, where 
their presence was absolutely necessary as a check on the native regi¬ 
ments, not a European Soldier throughout the whole division. 


* I cannot but notice hero, with reference to what must now bo considered the exaggerated opinions 
of danger to be apprehended from disaffection in the city of Patna itself, which were at that time enter¬ 
tained, that these opinions have been by no means justified by recent events. Whatever may have been 
the inducements and encouragements to rebellion in. June and July 1857, have certainly not been lessened 
in June and July 1858, when the people of Patna have had before them the spectacle of the neighbouring 
district of Shahabad for weeks in occupation of the rebels, the Gy a district overrun by marauding parties, 
and Government thannahs and private property destroyed within a few miles of Patna itself, yet with 
a small merely nominal garrison, the city has been as quiet us in a time of profound peace. 
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Ordinary precautionary measures were adopted, such as adding to the 
Police Force in Behar, watching the ferries, guarding the frontiers of the dis¬ 
affected districts, so far as means admitted, and removing the treasure from 
the stations ofChuprah and Arrah to Patna. 

Captain Rattray’s Police Battalion, stationed at Sooree in the Burdwan 
division, had volunteered for active service, and entreated to be led against 
the murderers of women and children. Six companies were now sent to Pat¬ 
na, and the whole Battalion has since done admirable service through the 
whole course of the rebellion. 

For some time, though considerable apprehension prevailed in various 
parts of the division, nothing noteworthy occurred. Attempts were made to 
tamper with the fidelity of the Seikhs and Nujeebs, arrests took place both in 
the city of Patna and in the division, a few deserters were from time to time 
taken and executed, and a Police Jemadar named Warris Aii was seized on 
the 23rd of June, and treasonable correspondence being found on him, he was 
executed on the Gth of July; he was said to be related to the royal family 
of Delhi. It was not till the night of 3rd of July that any overt act was 
committed, when the riot in Patna took place, which resulted in the death of 
Dr. Lyell. It. Seems certain that only a very inconsiderable portion of the 
inhabitants of Patna were cognizant of and concerned in this outbreak; many 
arrests were, however, made, and many executions followed on what the Com¬ 
missioner considered sufficient evidence. That Peer Alt, the 
seller, was a party to, and a prime mover in the conspiracy, th 
doubt. Letters were found in his house, indicating the existe 
spiraey, but nothing that particularly. pointed to Patna as the 
affection. A Mussulman darogah, Shaik Syud Uddin, who pa 
tinguished himself by his bravery against the rioters and was' 
wounded, was rewarded by Government. 

This darogah subsequently died of his wounds, but his widow has been 
pensioned by Government. A sowar, named Peer Beg, who showed great 
courage on this occasion, has received a reward of Rupees 200. 

The leaders of the Wahabee sect of Mussulmans (who are a large and 
influential body in Patna and its neighbourhood) had been arrested on the 
2lst June and long remained under surveillance, the Commissioner (Mr. 
Tayler) holding that there were grounds of suspicion against them. No¬ 
thing, however, was at any time proved or even alleged against them, and 
indeed information, unhappily disregarded, of the intended outbreak, was 
given by one of the Wahabees, who from his age was exempted, when the 
other Chiefs were placed in confinement. Lootf All Khan, a rich and respec¬ 
table Banker of Patna, was arrested by the Commissioner and brought to trial 
on capital charges, of which he was fully acquitted. 

So far all the other districts in the division and Patna itself, after the 
outbreak, remained tranquil; the Rajahs of Bettiah and IIutwa came for¬ 
ward with offers of assistance, placed men and elephants at the disposal of 
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Government, and have given praiseworthy aid and support to Government 
during the whole progress of the rebellion, for which they have received 
suitable thanks. 

About this time the Commissioner applied for and obtained permission to 
raise a body of Military Police, Horse and Foot, which he deemed it expedient 
to recruit from the lower castes, whilst Christians, European and Eurasian, were, 
if procurable, to be added to it. 

Thus matters continued up to the 25tli of July, on which day the muti¬ 
ny of the three regiments at Dinapore was reported to the Commissioner 
at Patna. 

The circumstances of this mutiny, the march of the mutineers out of 
the station, the subsequent pursuit, and our disastrous defeat near Arrah, I 
shall pass over without remark, for these events, though matter of public 
notoriety, have not come under my official cognizance, nor is it within my 
province to allude to them except in as far as they bear on the general affairs 
of the division.* I pass on to the time when I find a large part of the district 
of Shaliabad overrun by the rebels, and the station of Arrah actually in the 
occupation of Koer Singh and his mutinous followers. Here a small band 
of Europeans and Eurasians, with one Native Deputy Collector (all of whose 
names are mentioned belowf) together with a party of fifty of Ratferay’s 
Seikhs, were besieged by the enemy in a small bungalow which had been 
fortified by Mr. Boyle, the Railway Engineer. 

The story of the gallant little hand and their relief by Major Eyre has 
been already told in the narrative furnished by the Bengal Government. 

After the relief of Arrah, Major Eyre, with 150 Europeans and three guns, 
attacked and dispersed some thousands of the enemy, amongst whom were 
the three mutinous regiments from Dinapore, and subsequent!)'', reinforced by 
200 men of H. M/s 10th Eoot, 100 fresh Seikhs from Rattray’s Battalion, 
and the 45 from Arrah, under Wake, he attacked the enemy’s entrench¬ 
ments, defeated and followed them up to the walls of Jugdespore, which was 
precipitately abandoned by the rebels, and afterwards destroyed by Major 
Eyre. 

Thus was Shahabad cleared for a time of Koer Singh and his adherents. 

Whilst these events were passing, the remainder of the division had 
not been undisturbed. At Segowlee, in Chumparun, almost contemporaneously 
with the outbreak at Dinapore, Major Holmes’ Regiment, the 12th Irregular 

1 ought, however, to mention that Mr. B. L. Mangles, of the Civil Service, and Mr* J. W. Garetin 
accompanied the pursuing force as volunteers. Both those gentlemen were wounded, the latter very severe¬ 
ly. He has since received an appointment aa Deputy Magistrate. 

f Mr. A. Littledale, Judge; Mr. Combe. Officiating Collector; Mr. H. 0. Wake, Magistrate ; Mr. 
Colvin, A Gsistant Magistrate; Dr. Halls, Civil Assistant Surgeon; Mr. Field, Sub* Deputy Opium Agent * 
Mr. Anderson, Assistant m Opium Agency ; Mr. Boyle, District Engineer to East India Hallway Company: 
Byud Azim Ooddin Hossein, Deputy Collector; Mr. Dacosla, MoonsiJf; Mr, Godfrey, Head Master Arrah 
School; Mr. Cock, Officiating Head Clerk Collector ate ; Mr. Tait, Secretary to Mr. Boyle; Mr. Ddpiero, 
Mr. Hoyle, ftpd Mr. If Souza, Bailtvay Inspectors. 






Cavalry, mutinied, savagely murdered their Officers, and then attacked the 
houses of Messrs. Lynch and McDonell, the Deputy Magistrate and Sub- 
Deputy Opium Agent at Sewan, (who made their escape with difficulty,) even¬ 
tually marching towards Azimghur. On the 80th July martial law was 
proclaimed in the districts constituting the Patna division, viz., Shahabad, 
Patna, Behar, Sarun, Clmmparun, Tirhoot • and on the 31st of the same 
month, the Governor General of India in Council extended to the whole of 
the Lower Provinces of the Presidency of Bengal, the operation of Act No. 
XVI. of 1857, which made “ temporary provision for the trial and punish¬ 
ment of heinous offeuces in certain districts.” 

It was on this date, July 31st, that Mr. Tayler issued his ill-advised order 
directing the abandonment of all the out-stations in his division. The 
question of this order has already been so fully discussed that it is necessary 
to do no more than allude to it here. That it was uncalled for, in almost all, 
if not in every instance, cannot be doubted, and so mischievous did I consider 
it, that I at once, with the concurrence of the Supreme Government, removed 
Mr. Tayler from his post of Commissioner and appointed Mr. Sarauells in 
his room. 

At Gya, Messrs. Money and Hollings, hy the exercise of their own judg¬ 
ment and courage, saved the greater part of the treasure (seven lacs) and 
conveyed it safely to Calcutta. On the 1st of August this station had been 
actually abandoned by all the officials; hut these two gentlemen, after proeeed- 
mg about 3 miles, determined on returning. On the 2nd Air. [Money called 
in a detachment of 80 men of H. M.’s 64th Foot, which was proceeding East¬ 
ward, in order that, if necessary, he might send away the treasure under their 
escort. On the 3rd, having received intelligence that Koer Singh intended to 
despatch one of the mutinous regiments to Gya, it was determined to aban¬ 
don the station. The treasure was taken, and the party fell back in the 
Grand Trunk Road. The Nujeebs, emboldened probably by the first aban¬ 
donment of the station, were by this time in a state of mutiny, and before 
Mr. Money had left the station the jail was broken open and the prisoners 
released, and he himself narrowly escaped capture, having only time to mount 
his horse and gallop ofi*, leaving everything behind him. Subsequently a 
night attack was made on the party, resulting in the repulse of the assailants, 
of whom several were killed. Eventually, as I have said, the treasure was brought 
safe to Calcutta. I bad previously expressed my high approval of the con. 
duct of Messrs. Money and Hollings in returning to the station, and had 
directed them, in case of their being compelled to retire, to fall back on the 
Trunk Road in preference to retreating to Patna. It is as well to add here 
that Gya was re-occupied on the 16th of August without opposition. Much 
damage had been done in the station, but all by the bad characters of the 
place and the released convicts, who left as soon as the relieving force appeared. 
No other enemy approached the place, and but for Mr. Tayler’s order its 
tranquillity need not have been disturbed. A special acknowledgment of the 
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made a Deputy Magistrate with an increase of allowances. Lieutenant Thom¬ 


son, H. Mi’s 64thEegiment,with his detachment, received the thanks of Govern¬ 
ment for the special service rendered by them in escorting the treasure to a 
place of safety. After the re-occupation of Gya a party of 50 Nujeebs, under 
Air. Colin Lindsay, was sent from thence to relieve the Tetab Sub-Deputy 
Opium Agency, reported to be besieged. In a village near Jehanabad, midway 
between Patna and Gya, Air. Lindsay attacked and defeated a body of 200 
armed men, killing seven, wounding five, and taking nine prisoners. Air. 
Lindsay burnt the village. The Nujeebs behaved admirably. The Darogah of 
Jehanabad, Ramphul Sing, lost a leg in the fight. He afterwards died of his 
wound, but his son has been pensioned by Government. Mr. Whitecombe, 
of the Railway Department, accompanied the expedition, and the acknowledg- 


Hist 

HHi 

m S mm s 


Mm I 

I 


mm 


^11 




iitil 


. 


-Ml 

mPn ' 




ments of Government were returned to him for his conduct, Mr, Lindsay 
was also thanked for the spirited behaviour which he had displayed on this 
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and other occasions; but he was recommended to be cautious in so serious a 
matter a§ burning villages, which may be occupied by armed men, without the 
consent or participation of the principal inhabitants. The ATujeebs, who 
behaved so well here, were afterwards rewarded. 

The out-stations of Shergotty and Nowadah had also been abandoned. 
Orders were given to the Officers to return at once to their posts. Air. Vincent, 
in charge of the out-station of Barb, happened to beat Patna when Air. 
Tayler issued his order; he, however, returned to bis station without orders, and 
maintained peace and tranquillity in his district during the whole time of the 
disturbances. 

Alozufferpore was similarly abandoned in obedience to Mr. Tayler’s 
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order; but Mr. E. Lautonr, Collector and Officiating Magistrate, who bad in 
vain attempted to persuade the residents to remain, after proceeding to Dina- 
pore, returned immediately of his own accord to Mozufferpore, where he found 
everything quiet. A. small detachment of the 12th Irregulars had mutinied 
on the abandonment of the station, but had been repulsed by the Nujeebs 
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and some Burkundazes in an attack on the treasury, the jail and tire 
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Government offices, and, after plundering the residences of the Judge and 
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the Collector, had gone off accompanied by a Thannah Jemadar and four or 
five of the new Police Sowars. At Moteeharee the Magistrate, Mr. Raikes, 
had left his station on the mutiny of the 12th Irregulars at Segowlee (in Ins 
immediate proximity), but had immediately returned to it, and refused again 
to leave his post. 

Chuprah had been abandoned on the news of the Segowlee outbreak. It 
was re-occupied on the 12th, when every thing was found in a tranquil order¬ 
ly state, with the jail and treasury untouched, and the detachment of ATu- 
jeebs loyal. Order had been preserved by a native gentleman, Cazee Ramzan 
Ali, who received the thanks of Government, and has since been more sub- 
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stantially rewarded. His conduct on this occasion is deserving of the highest 

praise ‘ •. | 4 J■ >; ' 

On the 8th August, Sasseram was attacked and plundered hv 2,000 of the 
rebels from Arrak. Shah Kubeorudeen, whose influence over the Mahome- 
dans in the neighbourhood was very great, kept the inhabitants of the town 
and neighbourhood in good heart, and did his utmost to assist the Govern¬ 
ment. The Shah’s conduct on this occasion was very praiseworthy, and he 
has since been thanked and rewarded. 

Koer Singh, with a few followers and his relative Ummer Singh, hung, 
for some time, about Rhotas and its neighbourhood, and were not ejected 
without difficulty. 

Disturbance had been caused in the Nowadah district by a rebel named 
Hyder Ali Khan. He and one or two of his followers were captured by the 
Police, and capitally punished, and the rest dispersed. 

In consequence of the exposed state of the districts of Shahabad and 
Chuprah on the abandonment of Gorrackpore, the Arrah establishments were 
removed to Buxar. 

Two 6-pounders were at this time placed at the disposal of Lieutenant 
Stanton, of the Engineers, for the protection of the passage of the Soane at 
Baroon. 

About this time Honorary Magistrates were appointed from among the 
Indigo Planters in the Chuprah, Chumparun and Tirhoot districts. They 
were authorized to raise small and efficient bodies of police for the protection 
of their immediate neighbourhood. The arrival of two Goorkha Regiments in 
the Chumparun district had restored confidence in that quarter. 

I must not omit to mention in this place, the loyal spirit displayed by a 
Zemindar in Tirhoot, who, as the only means in his power of doing service to the 
State, and showing his loyalty and devotion, tendered a donation ofRs. 25,000 
to Government. The name of this gentleman is Bishur Purkas Singh. 

The 5th Irregular Cavalry, which had mutinied at Bhaugulpore on the 
14th of August, as will be detailed hereafter, after remaining for some time 
in the Sontbal Pergunnahs, was now moving on Gya, via Nowadah, plunder¬ 
ing as they went. No troops could he spared to attack them, and Captain 
Rattray, who was stationed here with the Head Quarters of his Battalion, did 
not feel himself sufficiently strong to move out to any distance against them. 
At length, having destroyed the public buildings at Nowadah, they approached 
Gya, and Captain Rattray proceeded to encounter them at a few miles dis¬ 
tance from the station ; but after a severe skirmish, in which, though suffering 
severely themselves, they inflicted considerable loss on the Police Battalion, 
they evaded him and got to Gya before lie could reach it. Here they made 
an unsuccessful attack on a house which had been fortified for the protection of 
the residents, but succeeded in breaking open the jail aDd liberating the pri¬ 
soners. They failed in an attempt to plunder the town, and after murdering 
the Moonsiff of Behar, rode off for Tiekaree and the Soane. These events 
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took place on the 8th and 9th of September. After having committed every 
species of lawless act in their progress through the Bhaugulpore and Behar 
divisions, they ultimately left the division, no further attempt to stop them 
having been practicable. 

A Naval Brigade, under Captain Sotheby, of H. M. S. Pearl, was, during 
this month, despatched for service in the Patna division. 

Whilst Urnmer Singh, with the 5th Irregulars and other followers, was 
hanging about the neighbourhood of Sasseram, Lieutenant Stanton, of the 
Engineers, moved out from Dehree with a party of Seikhs in search of escaped 
prisoners, plunder, &c. In the village of Etwah some property belonging 
to Mr. Solano was discovered. The house in which the property was found 
was set on fire by order of Lieutenant Stanton. The inhabitants of a neigh¬ 
bouring village took the opportunity of firing other houses, and the work of 
destruction once commenced, the whole village was destroyed. I did not, in 
this instance, disapprove of this wholesale* destruction. It was not unde¬ 
served, for every inhabitant of the village was believed to have taken part iu 
the late disturbances, and an example such as this was likely to have a salu¬ 
tary effect. 

A portion of Colonel Fischer’s Column, which had been moving along the 
Grand Trunk Road, was permitted by the Supreme Government to halt at 
Dehree on the Soane ; whilst I had directed Captain Rattray to send to the 
same position as many of his Seikhs as he could spare from the defence of 
Gy a. Colonel Fischer reached the Soane on the 23 rd of September. 

Sasseram and its neighbourhood was now the part of the division most 
liable to disturbance. Some uneasiness was still felt in the neighbourhood 
of Nowadah, but it was .gradually settling down since the return of the 
Deputy Magistrate ; and the whole of Behar was gradually returning to a 
sense of security. The late Nazir of Patna exerted his influence to restore 
order, and sent in many prisoners. 

Shah Kubeerudeen, of Sasseram, had continued to make himself useful 
and prove his loyalty, and was rewarded with a kellut of 10,000 Rupees and 
a sunnttd under the seal and signature of the Governor General. But a com¬ 
plete feeling of security could hardly he expected to exist. In the beginning 
of October TJmmer Singh and the 5th Irregulars were still in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Bhotas. Behar was constantly disturbed by reports that the muti¬ 
neers of the Ramghur Battalion, who had broken out in Chota Nagpore, were, 
intending to move in that direction. Rumours were current that Ivoer Singh 
meditated a return to Shahabad ; whilst uneasiness was kept up along the 
frontier on the banks of the Gogra by the abandonment of Gorruckpore by 
the Authorities, and its occupation by the Nazir, who had been joined by a 
portion at least of the mutinous 12th Irregulars, and was said to he daily 
strengthening himself. At the suggestion of the Commissioner, Captain 
Sotheby’s Naval Brigade was now sent to Buxar, with two mountain 
howitzers added to its equipment. This relieved the detachment of Seikh 
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at that station, who were thence moved for service in the interior of the 
district. 

On the 28th September, .Lieutenant Baker, 2nd in Command of Rat¬ 
tray’s Seikhs, surprized Unimer Singh’s village of Surohee. Here a quantity 
of grain and some ammunition were seized. Uramer Singh was not in the 
village. A Jemadar, a Havildar, and two Sepoys were captured in the 
place, and hanged two days afterwards. Previously to this—from apprehen¬ 
sion of possible contingencies—the Sowars of the Seikh Battalion had been 
disarmed ; but they took part in this affair and behaved so well that at Cap¬ 
tain Rattray’s request I consented to their having a further trial. 

In answer to a communication from the Rajah of Bettiah, received early 
in October, I announced to him the capture of Delhi and relief of Lucknow 
under Generals Havelock and Oufcram, and at the same time I directed the 
Commissioner of Patna to spread this intelligence throughout his division. 
Outrages continued to take place in the villages of the neighbourhood 
of Arrah, and Beliar was still in an unsettled state. A marauder named 
Jodhur Singh, with a band of Bhojepore men, was doing much mischief, 
making grants to his followers and alleging that the British rule was at an 
end, yet, notwithstanding all this, as the time for the collection of revenue 
approached, large sums came into the treasury. Zemindars who were unable 
to collect their rents sent in gold coins and old rupees, which were afterwards 
redeemed, and in some parts of the district the usual advances for Opium 
cultivation had been made and received. These things show the confidence 
that was felt in the strength and permanence of our rule. 

On the 29th September an action was fought at Chuttra, in Chota Nag~ 
pore, between a force under Major English and the mutineers of the Bam- 
ghur Battalion. The fugitives from thence, joined by some of Koer Singh’s 
men, took up a position in the village of Akberpore. Here Captain Rattray 
attacked them on the 3rd of October with his Seikhs and Sowars, and drove 
them with some loss into the jungles towards Rhotas. On this occasiou too, 
the Cavalry of the Battalion, though without their carbines and armed only 
with tulwars, behaved loyally and well, and showed great courage, and I 
in consequence intimated to Captain Rattray that their carbines might be 
restored to them. 

The approval of Government was conveyed to Maharajah Chutter- 
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movements of two companies of the 32nd N. I., which had mutinied in the 
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dharee Singh, of Hutwa, for the services he had rendered to the British 
troops, and the measures he had taken against the rebels. 

Meantime fresh alarm was caused in the district of Behar by the 






Bhaugulpore division. Owing to some misapprehension of orders, the 
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detachment of H. M.’s 53rd Regiment, under Major English, which had been 
directed to proceed to Gya for the protection of that place, halted at Sher- 
gotty, and it was apprehended that these mutineers, following the route 
taken by the 5th Irregulars, might, in consequence of the delay, anticipate 




:■ v 


ifilli 


k 


iliii 

-till 


saft ;-1 

mmm 


» 


;,/: 


. 




, :. ■ v.'-: V':, 

8 y|» 


llil 

lli 


mm 

n 

in 


ii 

ip 



the arvival of this detachment. Precautions were, therefore, taken both at 
Nowadah and Gya; 150 prisoners were removed from the former to the 
latter place, whilst preparations were made for Forwarding these and others 
from Gya to Patna, should it prove necessary; the money in the treasury 
was expended in Opium advances; the records were removed to a place of 
safety, which the residents intended to defend with a garrison of 50 men. 

The mutineers, however, continued their march through the districts of 
Behar and Patna without visiting Gya. and on the 2*2nd of October Major 
English reached that place. 

Notice of the movements of the mutineers was sent to Captain Rattray 
in order that he might, if possible, intercept them. 1 directed Major 
Simpson at Hazareebaugh to send as many as he could spare of the detach¬ 
ment of Seikhs at that place to reinforce Captain Eat tray, whilst, on my 
representations to the Supreme Government, a wing of H. M.’s 13th 
Eegiment, with two guns, was sent up to Raneegunge to be ready to move 
in any direction ; this being a precautionary measure in case the Head 

Quarters of the 32nd should follow the example of the two mutinous com- 

. 

pames. 

A party of 42 Nujeebs, sent out to effect the capture of Jodkur Singh, 
failed in their object. He had taken up his position in a strongly for tided 
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house surrounded by lofty mud walls Ibop-holed. An attempt to force an 


entrance was repulsed, and the attack was, for the present, abandoned. 
Sbakabad was becoming more settled, notwithstanding the presence of 
Dmmer Singh in the district. Both his and Koer Singh’s estates were 
declared forfeited to Government. 
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In Sarun fears continued to be entertained of an advance from the 


Gorruckpore direction, and the Commissioner had advanced one ofthe Goor- 




kha Regiments for the protection of the frontier. This Regiment left 
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Segowlee on the 17th October. The Navai Brigade was also ordered to 
Chuprah, and pending the arrival of the Jumna armed Steamer, the Patna 
steam ferry boat was detained for service in the Gogra. 

In a minute addressed to the Government of India, I suggested the re-or¬ 
ganization of the Patna Station Guards (Nujeebs) upon the footing of Captain 
Rattray’s Police Corps. This lias been since sanctioned, and the approval of 
the Supreme Government has also been given for raising a Regiment of Irre¬ 
gular Cavalry in the Behar division. 

The two companies of the 32nd mutineers had, unopposed, continued their 
march through the division, and crossed the Soane at Urwal Ghaut on the 24th 
of October ; and in the mean time a 2nd detachment of two companies of the 
same regiment, who were proceeding from Burbait, in the Sontbal Pergun- 
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nahs, to the Head Quarters of the regiment at Sooree, mutinied en route , and 


followed the general direction taken by the previous detachment and the 5th 
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Irregulars. Had it been found practicable to pursue them immediately, it is 
impossible that they could have escaped. 
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It was or: the 17th of October that they broke out into mutiny at Rampore 
Haut, and it was not till the 24th of that month that two companies of H. M.’s 
13th and a portion of the Yeomanry Cavalry were sent in pursuit. They had 
thus a start of six days, still it was hoped that though the pursuing column 
might not come up with them, yet that they would be kept in a state of hurry 
and. alarm, and that the calamitous consequences of their march might thus 
be in some degree mitigated. Lieutenant Boddam, of the Artillery, an Officer 
well acquainted with the country through which they would have to pass, and 
who throughout lire whole period of the disturbances had done admirable 
service, was sent with the pursuing column. It is as well briefly to add here 
that this second body of mutineers, following nearly in the track of the first* 
on reaching Nowadah, were attacked by the force under Major English on the 
2nd November. After losing several killed and wounded, the main body 
escaped and forded the Soane at Urwal. On the 6th Captain Rattray met them at 
a place called Dunchooah, a,nd a severe fight took place, lasting for many hours. 
The sepoys on this occasion fought with great obstinacy. The advan¬ 
tage of position was all on their side. Dislodged with considerable difficulty 
from plots of sugar-cane, in which they had established themselves, they 
retreated on the village of Dunchooah, where, protected first by a mud wall in 
front of the village on which our guns could make no impression, and then 
fighting persistently from house to house, they were able, in some measure, to 
maintain their positiou, till night closing in, they made good their retreat, and 
by a march of 40 miles, escaped from the district, and evaded all further pur¬ 
suit. Their loss was heavy, nor was the victory gained without a consider¬ 
able loss on our side, including Lieutenant Boyd, a very gallant and promising 
young Officer, who was doing duty with the Battalion. Mr. E. B. Baker, 
Deputy Magistrate of Sasserarn, was present, and took part in the engagement. 

The first detachment had previously crossed the Grand Trunk Road 
about. 36 miles in advance of Dehree, actually under the eye of His Excellen¬ 
cy the Commander-in-Chief, who was at that time travelling up country by d&k. 

The Sarun district during this time did not remain unscathed,—500 
men from Gorruckpore having entered the district and plundered two 
factories, one belonging to a native, Babooram, the other to Mr. Macleod, 
the European Assistants of the latter having barely time to escape. 

I directed the Commissioner to do the best he could for the defence of 
the district, tnakiug use of the two Goorkha Regiments aud of the Naval 
Brigade, but for the present to act strictly on the defensive ; and I now made 
an application to the Supreme Government, requesting that European Officers 
should be attached to the Goorkhas. This was immediately accorded; but 
pending permission, the Brigadier in Command at Dinapore had, at the instance 
of the Commissioner, sent some Officers to do duty with the force. One of the 
Regiments, together with Captain Sotheby’s Naval Brigade, was stationed at 
Sewan, the other at Mooteeharee and subsequently at Bettiah, and no further 
attack was made from the Gorruckpore direction. The Jumna , as has been 
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The detachment of Goorkhas at Dasha Ghaut, ou the Gogra, captured 
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In Shahabad TJmmer Singb was now said to be a fugitive lurking in 
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jungles and caves, with only seven or eight followers; but the neighbourhood 
of Rhotas was still infested by banditti who did some mischief. The inhabi¬ 
tants of a village near Akberpore successfully repulsed an attack made by 
a Subadar and 50 Sepoys, wounding the Subadar and three of his men. 

Another party of sepoys crossed the Soane and set fire to the bunga¬ 
low belonging to the Bengal Coal Company at Boodwa, destroying much 
property. In the districts North of the Ganges a new element of danger was 
at this time added by the mutinies of the detachments at Dacca and Chitta¬ 
gong. It was feared that the 73rd Regiment at Julpigoree, as well as the 
Resallahs of Irregular Cavalry, would follow the example set by these detach¬ 
ments, and joining them would attempt to make their way through these dis¬ 
tricts into Oude Great panic in consequence prevailed, and this extended even 
to Patna, where the natives were reported to be sending away their wives and 
children. I urgently represented the matter to the Supreme Government; 
but it was at that time found impossible to spare any of the troops that 
were moving up-country. The Yeomanry Cavalry, then at Gya, were, however, 
placed at my disposal, and I directed them to proceed into Tirhoot with 
all practicable despatch for the protection of Mozufferpore and the Govern¬ 
ment Stud at Poosah. The danger,.however, which at the time seemed so 
imminent, passed over, and Tirhoot and the other Northern Districts 
remained undisturbed. 

1 was at this time informed by the Supreme Government that 
Maharajah Jung Bahadoor was about to march an Army into our territories 
to co-operate with us, and that His Excellency might be expected at 
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Sesjowlee about the 19th December. I at once directed the Commissioner 
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to issue orders for the collection of all necessary supplies and for the afford¬ 
ing all assistance that might bo required for the Nepalese Army. 

Considerable alarm was caused in the Shahabad district early in 
December by a report, seeming to rest on reliable grounds, that a body of 
2,000 sepoys were about to cross the Gogra near Burba Ghaut. Prepara¬ 
tions were made for opposing them ; but the report proved subsequently 
to be altogether groundless. 

A reward of 1,000 Rupees was offered for the apprehension of Uturner 
Singh, and a smaller reward for the capture of Surnam Singh, a rebel ring¬ 
leader, who had lately attacked the Teleup Indigo Factory, murdering three 
Factory servants and a Police Burkundaz. 

On the Gorruckpore Frontier a party of Goorkhas, under lieutenant 
Burlton, made a successful expedition to Bhunoolee, in Gorruckpore, recover¬ 
ing a large number of hackeries and cattle. 

A small body of rebels crossed from the Gorruckpore into the Sarun 
district, and attacked the post of Goothnee, which was held by a detachment 
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of 55 Seikhs, who, thinking a large force was on them, fled. Reinforcements 


were promptly sent by Colonel Rowcroft from the Goorkhas and Naval Bri- 
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gade ; but the enemy had made his escape across the river before the party 
came up. Captain Rattray had frequently represented the partial disorganiza¬ 
tion of his corps caused by his having to detach so many different parties 
from Head Quarters. I now directed him to hold himself in readiness to 
proceed to Arrah, informing him that arrangements would be made 
for calling in as many as possible of these detachments. This, too, was 
an arrangement that would tend much to the pacification of the country 
in the neighbourhood of Arrah. I also desired that Mr. Wake, the 
Magistrate of Arrah, should send in a scheme for strengthening the local 
Police. 

On the 15th December two regiments of the Force, under Maharajah 
Jung Babadoor, arrived at Chumparun, and another on the 19th. Mr. 
Richardson, Collector of Sarun, was sent to superintend the collection of 
supplies, carriages, See., for the force, a duty which he most satisfactorily per¬ 
formed. Messrs. Raikes and O’Reilly also exerted themselves in a very 
praiseworthy manner, as did Mr. Dam pier, of Tirhoot, 

The services of Mewa Loll, the Fouzdaree Nazir, and Moonshee Zeenut 
Hossain, the Government Vakeel at Gya, were brought to my notice by the 
Magistrate, and suitably rewarded. 

On the 23rd December Captain. Rattray arrived at Arrah with the 
Head Quarters of his Battalion. Some uneasiness continued to be felt in 
the Shahabad district, and more particularly in the neighbourhood of 
Sasseram. In Behar all Was quiet. An extra Police Force of 250 men 
was at this time sanctioned for the Sub-division of Nowadah. 

In the Districts North of the Ganges a feeling of insecurity still pre¬ 
vailed in consequence of the near neighbourhood of the Gorruckpore rebels, 
some of whom, indeed, were occupying posts on this side of the Gogra ; 
nor had anxiety yet ceased as to the movements of the mutinous sowars 
from Julpigoree and the sepoys from Dacca, who were moving along the 
Term to the North of Tirhoot. The Yeomanry Cavalry were still n a posi¬ 
tion to protect Mozufferpore and Arrah. 

On the 23rd of December Jung Bahadoor, with the main body of his 
Army, arrived at Bettiah, and on the same day General MacGregor, who 
had been appointed Military Commissioner with His Excellency, also 
reached that place. All arrangements for carriage and supplies had been 
satisfactorily completed. 

On the 2Gth of December, at Sohunpore, on the Gorruckpore Frontier, 
Colonel Rowcroft, Commanding the force consisting of the Naval Brigade and 
detachments of two Goorkha RegimentSj 50 of Rattray s Seikhs, in all less than 
a thousand men, defeated a force unJer the Naib Nazir Mush ruff Khan, 
consisting of not- less than 6,000 or 7,000 men. amongst whom were 1,100 or 
1,200 sepoys. Of the rebels 120 are said to have been killed, whilst Colonel 
Rowcroft lost only one dooly bearer killed, and one man, a Goorkha Subadar, 
wounded. 
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On the same day a fight took place at Sahibgunge, five miles from 
Peprah, between two regiments sent out by Maharajah Jung Bahadoor and a 
party of rebels, four of whom were killed and several wounded, the Goorkhas 
losing only one man killed and three wounded. 

These successes had the effect of clearing the districts of the Patna di¬ 
vision North of the Ganges. The Maharajah of Bettiah received, my acknow¬ 
ledgments for the service he had rendered in assisting to prevent the Rebels- 
from crossing the Gunduck. 

Early in January 1858 Colonel Rowcroft and his force moved into the 
Gorruckpore district, so that his further proceedings do not come within the 
scope of this narrative. 

On the 13th January, the Deputy Magistrate at Sasseram reported that 
Ummer Singh, being pressed by a force despatched from Mirzapore, had 
reoccupied Rhotas ; but that no troops, European or Native, were available at 
Sasseram to co-operate with the Mirzapore party. Colonel Michel! was now- 
commanding at that post, and I directed Captain Rattray to return to Sasseram, 
and give the assistance of his Battalion in clearing out and occupying 
Rhotas. 

Behar was meanwhile perfectly quiet. One hundred Sailors, with Offi¬ 
cers of the Indian Navy, had been sent up to Gya, and arrived early in 
January. Mr. Money reported that two brothers, Rajpoot Zemindars, had 
offered to bring 500 men. to act against Rhotas. Their offer was accepted, 
and they were directed to join Captain Rattray’s force. 

Early in February Captain Rattray arrived at Sasseram, and Colonel 
Michell immediately proceeded to organise an advance on Rhotas with a detach¬ 
ment of H. M.’s 54th, a few men of the Royal Artillery, a portion of tbe Ben¬ 
gal Police Battalion, and some levies furnished by Zemindars. Colonel Michell 
occupied the fort without any opposition, Ummer Singh’s rabble having retired 
on his approach ; but it was evident, from the preparations that had been 
made in Rhotas and its neighbourhood, that the enemy had contemplated 
holding the place in force at some future time ; and it was probably intended 
to be a rallying point, when the rebels should be driven out of Oude and 
Gorruckpore. 

An attack made by 200 rebels in the beginning of February on Akber- 
pore was repulsed by the Zemindars. 

The mutineers of the 11th Irregulars and 73rd N. I., who had been 
moving through the Terai, wejp about this time reported to have crossed the 
Gunduck, and all fear of their entering the Patna division was at an end. 

In anticipation of the permission of the Supreme Government, I author¬ 
ized the Authorities in Tirhoot and Chumparun to entertain extra police to 
prevent the escape of fugitive mutineers, under the guise of pilgrims, into 
Nepaul, during the Shewrattree festival, which took place on the 12th of 
February, and the Nepal Durbar, with the same object, directed the closing of 
the passes into Nepal. 
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At t,lie suggestion of Colonel Michell and Mr. Wake, I sanctioned, 
subject to the confirmation of the Supreme Government, the entertainment of 
a levy of 250 men for the occupation of Rhotas. 

This bas been organized by Mr. Baker, Deputy Magistrate at Sasse- 
ram, and placed under a very intelligent Non-Commissioned Officer, Sergeant 
Kolan, whose services were placed at my disposal for this purpose ; and 
while this body was being raised and disciplined, Rhotas was occupied by 
Lieutenant Baker, 2nd in Command of Captain Rattray’s Police Battalion, 
with a large detachment from that corps, which still continues to hold it. 

The Deputy Magistrate at Sasseram was also empowered to increase 
his local Police. 

The march of H. M/s 85th Regiment through Behar seemed to offer 
a fitting opportunity for dismantling the Fort of Tickaree. The Regiment 
was, at my request, directed to halt at Gya, and two companies, with the 
Sailors who have been previously mentioned, proceeded to Tickaree, accom¬ 
panied by the Magistrate Mr. Money, and his Assistant Mr. Bay ley. 

It is unnecessary to repeat what has been so recently reported of the 
proceedings here, resulting in the discovery of some guns, ammunition, &c„ 
tire existence of which was persistently denied ; but the concealment took 
place, in all probability, more from fear of the consequences supposed to be 
attendant on their discovery, than from any intention of reserving them 
with a view' to future treasonable designs against Government. 

Considering the case in this light, I hesitated to adopt the severe mea¬ 
sures recommended by the Commissioner, who proposed the partial, if not 
the entire destruction of the fortifications, and the removal of the Ranee to 
Patna. I held that the guns and ammunition having been seized under the 
operation of Section XXVI. Act XXVIII. of 1857, the penalty therein laid 
down was all that in strict justice could he enforced, and that great allow¬ 
ances were to be made for the circumstances which, in the state of partial 
lawlessness prevailing in the Behar district, had almost compelled the Ranee 
to take up arms for her own protection, particularly as she had been actually 
laid under heavy contribution by the 5th Irregulars during their march 
through Behar. 

Early in March a large body of rebels was said to be advancing from 
Fyzabad in Oude vid Gorruckpore towards the district of Sarun. They were 
however, defeated by Colonel Rowcroft with heavy loss, and the danger was 
thus for the time averted; hut on the 26th March I received positive intel¬ 
ligence that Aziraghur was occupied and a detachment of H. M/s 37th Re¬ 
giment besieged in their entrenchments at that place, by a considerable force 
under Ivoer Sing. It is not for me to describe the operations at Azimghur 
ou the advance of various detachments to its relief from Allahabad, Benares 
and Ghazeepore, or the subsequent defeat of the r ebels by Sir E. Lugard 
with the division which had been despatched under his command from 
Lucknow. AH this has doubtless been detailed by the Government of the 
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North West Provinces. I return to the relation of the measures taken for 
the defence of the several districts of Behar, and more particularly of Sha- 
habad, which was now again to be partially occupied by the rebel forces, and 
of Chuprali, which seemed also to be threatened. At the end of March the 
force in the division was thus disposed. 

At Dinapore, under the Command of Brigadier Christie, were portions 
of each of II M/s Regiments, the 35tb and 37th, in all about 600 ; of these 
53 were at Patna. 

At Dehree, watching the Ghauts of the Soane, was the Head Quarters 
of the Bengal Police Battalion under Captain Rattray, from which he had 
furnished detachments to Rhotas 250, to Jehanabad, on the Grand Trunk 
Road, 100 Infantry, with nearly all the Cavalry attached to his Battalion, 
besides other parties at Patna, Chuprah and elsewhere. 

At Sasseram, under the independent Command of Colonel Michell, and 
afterwards of Colonel Corfield, were from 20 ) to 300 European Recruits, 
with 70 Artillerymen and four 9-pounder guns. Here also was the levy 
before spoken of under Sergeant Nolan, 250 strong. 

At Grya were 100 Sailors under Lieutenant Duval, I. N., and 25 
European Police under Mr. Hely. 

I despatched from Calcutta on the 1st of April 100 European Seamen, 
accompanied, as usual, by two gutis, and I directed the Commissioner of 
Patna to make a requisition on Mr. Yule, the Commissioner of Bhaugulpore, 
for the 100 European Sailors with their guns, who were then at Purneab. 

Both at Arrah and Chuprah an entrenched position was established, 
and at the former place, in consideration of its proximity to .Jugdespore, 
were stationed two companies of H. M/s 35th, which, at the urgent repre¬ 
sentation of Mr. Samuells, the Commissioner, Brigadier Christie had sent 
thither, together with two light howitzers and a handfull of Artillery, the 
hundred Sailors from Calcutta and one hundred Seilchs, whom Captain Rat¬ 
tray had been directed to send from Dehree. At Chuprah were posted the 
one hundred Seamen from Purneah and about fifty of Rattray's Seikhs, 
whilst at Sewan was a levy, similar to that at Sasseram, 200 strong, 
which had been raised and organized, under the superintendence of 
Mr. McDonell, the Sub-Deputy Opium Agent. 

I do not mention the Behar Station Guards, which were scattered over the 
division generally, at different stations, for these were universally mistrusted, 
and, as will be seen, it has since been thought advisable to disarm them. 

The armed Steamers Jumna and Megna were directed to cruise—the lat¬ 
ter in the Ganges oft Bulleah, the former in the Gogra, so as to interfere with 
any crossing either into Shahabad or Chuprah. 

Ihe P ort at Buxar was put into a state of defence, and manned by a few 
Seamen from the Jumna. 

Koer Singh, meanwhile, had been driven out of Azimghur by Sir E. 
Lugard about the 13th of April, and had been again defeated on the 20th at 
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Bansdeeah by a Column under Brigadier Douglas, who closely pursued him to 
the very banks of the Ganges, where so precipitate was the flight of the rebels, 
that their guns, treasure and even Koer Singh’s palanquin fell into the hands 
of the pursuing force. A large party nevertheless efleeted the passage of the 
river at Sheopore, where they were said to have been assisted with boats by 
the Zemindars of that place, and. made their way to thejungles of Jugdespore. 
This was on the 21st of April. On the 22nd, the Officer Commanding the troops 
at Arrah, Captain LeGrand, having consulted with the Civil Authorities, deter¬ 
mined on an attack on Jugdespore, before the enemy, broken and dispirited, 
should have time to recover its energies or make any efficient, preparations for 
defence. 

Accordingly, with the two companies of H, M.’s 35th, 140 strong, 50 Euro¬ 
pean Sailors and 10G Seikhs, 5 Artillerymen and two guns, he made a night 
march arriving in the neighbourhood of Jugdespore before daylight in the 
morning. When day dawned he entered the jungles, into which he had not 
penetrated far, when meeting with some slight opposition, he ordered a retreat 
perhaps in the hope of drawing the enemy into the open plain. But whatever 
may have been his motive for thus retiring, the retreat on the part of the Euro¬ 
peans degenerated into a panic flight. No entreaties of their Officers could 
induce the men again to form and face their pursuers, whilst heat and fatigue 
did their work and proved most fatal enemies. Man after man dropped from 
exhaustion ; and out of nearly 200 European Soldiers and Seamen who left 
Arrah, not more than 59 returned alive. Three Officers also fell, amongst 
whom was Captain LeGrand, the others being Lieutenant Impey and Dr. 
Clarke, of EL. M.’s 35tb. Guns, ammunition, tent equipage, &c., fell into 
the enemy’s hands; but it is due to the Artillerymen to say that they 
fought their guns to the last, and out of the five one only escaped. The 
Seikhs behaved with the greatest bravery, forming a rear guard and cover¬ 
ing the retreat; perhaps it is not too much to say, that but for them not a 
European would have returned to Arrah. Their loss was ten killed and 
five wounded. Lieutenant Waller, of the late 40th N. I., who commanded 
them, and showed very great gallantry, was also severely wounded, rror would 
he have escaped but for the devotion of one of the Native Officers with 
the Seikhs, who gave up his horse to him. The name of this Officer is 
Nehal Singh. For this act of devotion, and for his conduct and bearing 
generally on this occasion, he has received the 1st Class of the Order of 
Merit at the recommendation of Captain Rattray. Jemadar Sewdial Singh 
also behaved with conspicuous bravery, and was presented with the 3rd Class 
of the Order of Merit. 

ihe enemy followed up the pursuit to within two miles of Arrah. 

In Chuprah precautions were taken against any possible advance of the 
enemy in that direction, and when an incursion into the district seemed 
imminent, the ladies and the treasure, amounting to six lacs, were taken into 
Dinapore. 
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Great fears were naturally entertained for this district, as it was pretty 
generally known that in the treasury of the Rajah of Hutwa was property to 
the amount of a crore of Rupees (one million sterling), nor in the event of 
any attempt on the place, should we have been able to render the slightest 
assistance to this loyal family, who have stood firmly by us daring the whole 
disturbances. 

Sarun, however, was not made the point of attack, and with the excep¬ 
tion of a few small and scattered parties, no attempt on the part of the 
rebels was made to enter the district. The presence of the Steamer Jumna 
may have had its effect, and I ought to mention that the Megna fired into 
and dispersed more than one body that would otherwise have crossed the 
Ganges into Shahabad. 

It was not till the 30tli of April that any reinforcements reached 
Arrah. On that and the following day, a portion of Brigadier Douglas’ 
Column, which had commenced the passage of the Ganges on the 28th of 
April, moved into the station, and by this time Sir JE. Lugard had also 
arrived on the opposite bank and was preparing to cross. Measures were 
also taken for reinforcing Sasseram, and H. M.’a 6th Regiment, then in Cal¬ 
cutta, was with all haste despatched to that place. During all this time the 
rebels, emboldened by their success of the 23rd, which had added two guns 
and other arms, with a considerable quantity of ammunition, to their equip¬ 
ment, were strengthening themselves at Jugdespore. Discharged sepoys 
and bad characters from the districts round were flocking in, and Umraer 
Singh had joined them with a considerable band of followers. 

It was afterwards found that Koer Singh, who had been wouuded 
during the retreat, died very soon after his arrival at Jugdespore ; but his 
death was, for some time, carefully concealed by those about him, as his 
name has always been a tower of strength to the rebels in this part of the 
country. 

During the first week in May, Sir E. Lugard was engaged in crossing 
his force into Shahabad, and in making his preparations for an attack on 
Jugdespore. On the 7th, after an interview on the previous day with the 
Commissioner and Brigadier Christie, ho marched to Beheea with a force of 
Artillery, 13 guns, Cavalry about 600, and Infantry about 1,400, with the 
intention of advancing on the West, as the rebels had devoted all their 
energies to the defence of the East approach, on which side they confidently 
expected an attack. Having made all arrangements on the 8th, as fully 
detailed in his own despatch, he on the 9th moved on Jugdespore, from 
which the enemy were dislodged after making a determined stand, the 
casualties on our side being only two men slightly wounded. But though 
driven from their position at Jugdespore, the rebels still held together 
in the extensive jungle which on all sides surrounds it, and on the 11th the 
General, having opened communications with Colonel Corfield, who by his 
direction had moved from Sasseram to Peeroo with between 800 and 900 
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men, ho again attacked them, Colonel Corfield making a simultaneous attack 
from the South, whilst Colonel Robertson on the West, with Cavalry and 
Horae Artillery, repulsed a party, said to be under the leadership of Ummer 
Singh, which attempted to break away in that direction. 

In all these operations the enemy suffered very severely. Our loss 
was trifling, and as usual the sun proved more destructive than the sword, 
many, and especially in Colonel Corfield’s force, being struck down by heat 
and exhaustion. 

The main body of the rebels had now established themselves in the 
Southern part of this extensive jungle. On the 15th they made a faint 
attack on Sir E. Lugard’s position, but retreated aj soon as the troops 
moved out. Their strength could nob actually be estimated; but the 
Commissioner was of opinion that there was still a collection of some 
3,000 men, of whom only a portion were sepoys, the remainder being com¬ 
posed of fluctuating bodies from the different villages round. 

Parties from time to time detached themselves in different directions ; 
as for instance one body of from three to four hundred men crossed the 
Q-rand Trunk Road at Jehanabad, carrying off the dak horses and burning 
an Indigo Factory in the neighbourhood. This party afterwards returned 
to the jungle. The attention of the Authorities was now directed to the 
destruction of this jungle, and as its immediate and entire demolition was 
impossible,* it was determined to cut a broad path through the jungle from 
East to West with Jugdesporo as its centre, so that the rebels should not 
be able to pass from South to North, or vice versa, without detection. 

Sir E. Lugard took up a position at Jugdesporo ; but Colonel Corfield 
returned to Sasseram, a movement which he considered necessary for the 
protection of the Grand Trunk Road. 

This was the state of affairs till the 26'th. On that day Sir E. Lugard, 
having first despatched a party of Cavalry and Artillery to Duleepore to 
divert the enemy’s attention, whilst H. M.’a 10th Foot, under the Command 
of Brigadier Douglas, marched through the jungle to attack the enemy’s 
rear,. moved with the main body of his forces on. their position at the 
village of Mitha, on the South Western skirt of the jungle. 

Almost as soon as our forces came in sight, the rebels, having fired a 
few rounds from the two howitzers captured in the disastrous affair with the 
detachment of the 35th, abandoned them and fled precipitately. They were 
pursued for some miles by the 10th Foot, who at length were obliged to 
desist from fatigue, and subsequently 500 of the rebels were believed to 
have succeeded in returning to the jungle. Besides the guns, two elephants 
and some baggage and supplies fell into our hands. 

So far the remainder of the district had continued comparatively quiet. 
A rebel named Futteh Singh, who gave some trouble last year, collected some 
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An estimate made showed that it would have employed 320,000 men six weeks to cut it ail down. 
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followers in the Behar district ; but the Deo Rajah volunteered to put 
him down, and the Sonepoora Rajah had actually attacked and driven him 
from a position he had taken up, for which service he has received the com¬ 
mendation of Government. A few scattered bodies in twos and threes made 
their way into the Chuprah district, more with the idea and hope of eluding 
pursuit and returning to their villages than with any hostile intention. 

The rebels, during the whole time of their occupation of a portion of the 
.Shahabad district, had levied contributions on all the neighbouring villages, 
and taken severe vengeance on all whom they considered to be their enemies. 
As an instance of their barbarity I may mention that a Burkundaz, who was 
conveying a letter from Arrah, having fallen into their hands, they cut off the 
unfortunate mans nose and right hand, and in this state dismissed.him, nor 
was this a solitary instance of their cruelty. 

Sir E. Lugard now moved from his standing camp at Jugdespore, 
which was becoming unhealthy, and occupied a po3t on the East-side of the 
jungle. On the 2nd of June, having recei ved trustworthy intelligence of the 
rebel position, he advanced on it from the Eastward, (Brigadier Douglas hav¬ 
ing been sent to occupy Duleeporo to the West,) and attacking the rebels at a 
place called Akurwa, took them completely by surprise,and drove them into the 
North East corner of the jungle, killing between 30 and 40 of them. He 
then extended a line of sentries through the jungle completely from East 
to West, so as to prevent their recrossiftg this line. On the 3rd the General 
again attacked them at Bhittowra, and obtained a complete success, their loss 
being very severe, not less probably than 200. Four elephants were captured. 

On that night the rebels under IT miner Singh, who was seen by the 
villagers mounted on a white horse and clothed in armour, evacuated 
the jungle in a body, and moved on Soorajpoora, and from thence to the vil¬ 
lage of Dhunsookee, where they plundered the house of the Domraon Rajah’s 
Bewan. From hence they turned Westward, and crossing the Kurmuaassa, 
took up a position in the village of Gomhur, which overlooks the Ganges. 
Lieutenant Raker, 2nd in Command of the Bengal Police Battalion, started 
with 60 of his Sowars in pursuit of Ummer Singh : but though he marched 
upwards of 70 miles in two days, he failed in overtaking the party of the 
Rebel Chief before they had secured their position in the village of 
Goinhur. 

Meanwhile an unfortunate occurrence had taken place in the 
Chuprah district, where the Darogah of Tajpore, who had made him¬ 
self particularly active in the apprehension of fugitive mutineers, was 
murdered by some of the scattered bands, whom I have before mentioned 
as having entered that district. The family of this Officer will be 
pensioned. 

At the representation of the Commissioner I applied for an Officer to 
command the Sewan Levy, and Captain Miles, of the late 23rd N. I., was 
appointed. 
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About this time the capture took place of the Rebel Chief Nislian Singh. 
This man had, from the time of the first outbreak, taken a prominent post, 
and was one of the principal leaders. A reward of 1,000 Rupees had long 
been offered for his apprehension. 

He had some days previously left the rebel camp, and proceeded xn the 
direction of his own village of Burdeshee. From information furnished 
by Mr. Baker, the Deputy Magistrate of Sasseram, this capture was admirably 
effected by Sergeant Nolan with a party of the Sasseram Sebundies (which 
are under his charge). In the absence of any Special Commissioner, he was 
handed over to the Military Authorities for trial, and sentenced to he blown 
from a gun, and the sentence was carried out. He confirmed the intel¬ 
ligence, of which there had previously been some sort of doubt, of the 
death of Koer Singh. 

My commendations were conveyed to Mr. Baker, Sergeant Nolan and 
all concerned in this business. The reward was paid and distributed amongst 
the captors. 

The rebel force, which under the conduct of TJmmer Singh had, as I 





have stated, taken up their position in the village of Gomhur, were burn- 
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ing and destroying in various directions. Brigadier Douglas was, however, 
in pursuit, and reached Buxar on the morning of the 9th of June. It was 
hoped that Colonel Cumberledge, who had moved from Ghazeepore to Zuma- 
neeah, with a small force of Cavalry, Infantry and two guns, would have been 
able to co-operate from the Westbut thinking that Ghazeepore was threaten¬ 
ed, he returned to that place before Brigadier Douglas was able to make his 
attack. On the evening of the 9th, about 500 men opened a musketry fire 
on the Megna gun boat, which was lying near Gomhur. No damage was 
done to the crew who, under the direction of their Commander, Mr. Sander¬ 
son, kept up an incessant fire on the enemy, resulting in the killing one Sir¬ 
dar and six men. Mr. Sanderson’s spirited conduct received my warm 
approbation. 

Brigadier Douglas moved across the Kurumnassa on the Ilth June 
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with the intention of attacking the rebel position at Gomhur, but Ummer 
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Singh, without waiting the attack, evacuated this post, and once more returned 
to the Jugdespore jungle with several hundred men. Captain Rattray, with 
three or four hundred men of his Battalion, was encamped at Hoop Sau- 
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ffOT anc i the rebels fired a few shots into his camp as they passed on their 
way into the jungle, which they reached on the 12th. General Lugaid, with 
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H. M/s 10th Foot and other troops, was at Duleepore West of the jungle. 
Other parties of the rebels had meanwhile crossed into the Ghazeepore 

district, where they did considerable damage. 

On the 15th a portion of those in the Jugdespore jungle marched for 
the Soane and crossed into the Behar district, with the supposed intention 
of attacking the fort of Tickaree, where a large sum of money, fifteen to twenty 


aili£| 




lacs, was known to be deposited. They plundered villages on both sides of the 
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Soane, destroyed two factories belonging to Mr. Solano, and surprized and 
burned the Thannah of Bikram in Behar. General Lugard had meanwhile 
moved into Arrah, and his force was so much knocked up as to be unable to 
take up arms in pursuit of these marauding parties. Captain Rattray 
was left with his Seikhs to watch the jungle and protect the men employed 
in cutting it down; but he also retired into Arrah on the 17th June, being 
pressed for supplies and much out-numbered by the enemy in his neighbour¬ 
hood. This move ho had been directed to take in case of TJmmer Singh 
showing himself with any force at Jugdespore. 

Colonel Longden, however, with a portion of General Lugard’s force, 
pushed across the Soane towards Dinapore with a view of preventing any 
attack on the city of Patna. Nor was this uncalled for. It was notorious 
that the rebels had entered the Patna district, and, as has been shown, had 
destroyed the Bikram Thannah at a distance of not more than 16 miles from 
the city itself, which was incapable of resisting any attack, whilst the 
Opium godown (and this too at the manufacturing .season) was entirely des¬ 
titute of means of defence, the small party of Seikhs, which had hitherto 
guarded it, having been sent off to join the Head Quarters of their Battalion 
at Jugdespore, where their services seemed urgently required, and a 
similar party from Chuprah, upon which the Commissioner had depended, 
having meanwhile been despatched to Sewan for the protection of the Sarun 
frontier, which was then threatened. 

Patna, however, was not attacked, owing, probably, to the movement of 
our troops under Colonel Longden. Of the rebels who had crossed the 
boane the main body were led by 1 odhur Singh, a man whose name has 
been before mentioned in the course of the narrative, originally possessing 
little or no influence, but whom a certain amount of audacity, combined with 
accurate local knowledge and bitter hostility to the Authorities, have raised 
to a certain degree of importance. He was, at this time, believed to have 
with him a force of not less than 700 men ; but the numbers appear to have 
been somewhat exaggerated, and at any rate of regular sepoys he could at 
no time have had more than 150, with perhaps double that number of half 
armed i*abble,—a quite sufficient number, however, to do very serious 
damage, where no resistance could be immediately organized. 

It was apprehended from the first that Gya and its jail would again be 
attacked, and Mr. Money, the Magistrate, applied for assistance to Captain 
Young, who was at that time at Shergotty with a detachment of Madras 
Rifles, He brought 300 men into Gya, and two companies of the same 
regiment, which afterwards arrived at Shergotty, were also directed by the 
Military Authorities to proceed to Gya. 

In a consultation with Mr. Money, Captain Young gave it as his opinion 
that the position of the jail was untenable, and Mr. Money consequently 
determined on despatching 156 of the worst prisoners under a portion of the 
Nujeeb Guard (Behar Station Guards) to Shergotty. This detachment 
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broke into mutiny on tlie road within six miles of Shergotty, shot their Native 
Officer, and released the prisoners. Nine of them went off to join the rebels, 
whilst the remainder, with eight of the prisoners whom they professed to have 
recaptured, went on to Shergotty, and alleged that they had been attacked by 
the enemy, and that the release of the prisoners had heen forcibly made. This 
was proved to be false, and after trial eighteen of the Nujeebs were sentenced to 
be hanged, and the rest—twenty-three—to be transported, and the sentences 
were carried out. The jail at G-ya had meanwhile been left in charge of the 
remainder of the Nujeeb Guard, and on the night of the 2tst June they report¬ 
ed that 200 rebels came quietly to the jail and released the prisoners. The 
whole transaction is mysterious; but the Magistrate who investigated the 
matter acquitted the Guard of any thing more than cowardice. It was, how¬ 
ever, considered desirable to disarm the whole of the Patna Station Guards, 
who had long been distrusted, and the measure was carried out without any 
difficulty. In the same letter in which the Commissioner conveyed the news 
of this third release of the Gya prisoners, he brought to notice the systematic 
plan which the rebels were, pursuing throughout the districts in which they 
had established a footing. Revenue was being regularly collected by them, 
all Government buildings and all friendly villages were destroyed, the Police 
and those who had in any way evinced a favorable feeling to Government 
were ruthlessly murdered, and the unfortunate Contractor, who had supplied 
our troops at Jugdespore, was banged. On the 24th of June Jehanabad 
Thannah, in the road between Gya and Patna, was surprised, the Government 
buildings burnt, the Darogah cut to pieces, and his mangled body afterwards 
hung up by the heels on a tree opposite the site of the Thannah. On the 
following day a Police post, was attacked, and one JBurkundaz killed, the rest 
being able to effect their escape. The Nemanadawah ditk bungalow was also 
destroyed on the same day, and «J odhur Singh is said to have boasted that 
he would destroy every public building between the Soane and Monghyr. 
Nemanadawah is not more than 10 miles from Patna, and the Commissioner 
made judicious arrangements for the defence of the city in case of an attack, 
moving a portion of the Marine Brigade, with two guns, to the Opium godown, 
and posting his Police so as to prevent any rising in the city. A reinforcement 
of two companies of TL M/s 10th Foot had been sent from Dinapore. The 
treasure, amounting to eleven lacs, was moved into the Fort, as was also the 
Collectors Office with the records, so as to save Guards as much as possible. 

But the enemy kept clear of any stations where troops might he sup¬ 
posed to he. posted, and contented themselves with doing all the damage in 
their power to the scattered Thannnhs and Police stations. 

TheTickaree Ranees represented their defenceless condition, and I directed 
Mr. Money to send two companies of the Madras Rifl.es, accompanied by a 
Civil Officer, for their protection. This has since been done, but though bands 
of the rebels were constantly iu the neighbourhood of that I ort, no attack was 
attempted by therm |$| 


The Chuprah district, which at first was comparatively free from inva¬ 
sion, had lately, as I have shown, been infested by small and scattered parties 
of mutineers, andon the night of the 21st June an attack on a somewhat larger 
scale, by a party variously estimated at from 100 to 500 men, was made on 
Captain Miles’ post at Etwa. With the newly raised Sewan Levy and a few 
Seilchs he repulsed this attack, killing twelve of the enemy, and a few days 
later, he in his turn attacked them at a place called Lahazee, and on their 
taking flight, pursued them for some distance. Great credit is due to Captain 
Miles for the service he has rendered with this before untried force. 

For the defence of Mozufferpore and Mooteeharee, which had hitherto 
depended on the Nujeeb Guards, now disarmed, the Marine Brigade was sent 
from Patna, whilst provision was made for the protection of the Opium 
godown by an increase to the detachment from Dinapore. 

On the 29th June Mr. Money, with a company of the Madras Rifles 
under Captain Young, and 5 European Police, surprized a party of rebels under 
Hetum Singh, a brother of Jodhur Singh, in the village of Nimawan. They 
fled precipitately, till they reached the banks of the river Pooh Poon, where 
they seemed inclined to make a slight resistance; but they eventually made 
off, havi ng lost three of their number. 

Captain Rattray, with a portion, of his Battalion, 300 Infantry and 
50 Cavalry, had been dispatched across the Soane in order to the clearance 
of the Gya district. After dispersing one party of the enemy near 
Urwal Ghaut, his attention was given to the main body under Jodhur 
Singh, of whoso movements he had trustworthy intelligence, and on the 
morning of the 4th July he succeeded in coming up with and engaging 
them at a place called Kusmah. The particulars of thi3 action have been 
fully detailed in Captain Rattray’s and Mr. Money’s letters, published in 
the Government Gazette; and it is unnecessary to say more here than that 
the Seikhs fought with their accustomed gallantry, that Jodhur Singh’s 
force was completely defeated, with a loss of about one hundred men, and 
that this victory had the effect of clearing the whole of the Gya district. 

Soon after this Captain Rattray returned to Dehree, and since then he has 
succeeded in capturing the notorious freebooter Surnam Singh, and destroying 
the whole of the male members of his family, who formed his gang. This 
man, having established himself on one of the spires of the Rhotas Hills, 
had long been the terror of the neighbourhood. His capture wa3 effected 
by a clever stratagem. The few Hindustanees in Captain Rattray’s Batta¬ 
lion, numbering not more than seven, and a sepoy of the late 56‘th N. I.* 

* The names of these men are as follows 

Acharbe Pandey—a discharged Sepoy of Hie r>$th N. I. 

Metier km Tewarry .. .. .. Havildar,^ 

Sow4wd Singh... .. . # . Jemadar, I 

Luelmiim Singli . . Havildar, | 

Maick Ibrahim ♦ .« .. Naiok, ^ Bongal Police Battalion. 

Mohim Singh ... 
iiamotar Singh 
Gungaram Smgh 
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having, under the disguise of mutineers, obtained access to the Robber Chief, 
killed his retainers, and brought in himself as a prisoner. He was after¬ 
wards tried, and sentenced to be blown from a gun, and the sentence was 
immediately carried out. 

From the Behar districts North of the Ganges, the rebels, not meeting 
with the sympathy they expected, seem completely to have retired. 

In Shahabad alone do they now maintain any footing, but here they 
are still strong, and more particularly in the neighbourhood of Arrah and 
the country South of it. Lately they for a short time occupied and cut off the 
communication in the Grand Trunk Road between Benares and Sasseram ; 
but they were speedily dislodged from the position they had taken up 
here. Thev have carried their marauding expeditions to within five or 
six miles of the station of Arrah, and on one occasion had the hardihood to 
enter that station and burn down a bungalow. They were pursued by a 
small party of Cavalry under Lieutenant Beadon, and eventually by a body 
of upwards of 200 men. consisting of detachments of II. JVL s 10th and 35th 
Regiments, the Bengal Police Battalion and 3rd Seikh Cavalry under the 
personal- Command of Lieutenant-Colonel Walter, Commanding at Arrah. 
They came up with the enemy, estimated at about 500, in the village of 
Surthooah, from which they were dislodged with some loss, the only casual¬ 
ties on our side being two Privates of H.' M.’s 10th Foot, slightly wounded, 
and two deaths from sun-stroke. The village, which belonged to the 
Rebel Chief Ummer Singh, was destroyed. This occurred on the 7th of 
July. 

I ought, before this, to have mentioned that General Lugard, having 
been obliged to leave on sick certificate, the whole ot the Military arrange¬ 
ments for the expulsion of the rebels has been placed, in the hands of 
Brigadier Douglas, and special measures have been taken for the protection 
of the Grand Trunk Road. 

Mr. Samuells has issued highly judicious orders for the re-organization 
of the Police, and, as far as possible, for co-operation with the Military, and 
I trust the time is not far distant when the whole Province of Behar will be 
restored to its ordinary tranquillity, though it will probably be some time 
before we can expect a return of that confidence in our prestige which lias 
been thus rudely shaken. 

I shall no longer delay the conclusion of this paper, which has been held 
back in the hope that circumstances would enable me to report the final 
withdrawal of the rebels and the return of peace to the province; but I must 
not omit to record the names of those under my jurisdiction who have been 
prominently brought forward in the course of the later events. 

Of the ability, zeal and judgment of Mr. Samuells it is not easy to say 
too much. Accepting the appointment of Commissioner at a most critical time, 
and under circumstances which increased the difficulties of that arduous posi¬ 
tion, he has throughout conducted matters with a tact and discretion, and at 
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the same time an untiring activity and energy which have merited my 
warmest approbation. A reference to the narrative will show the extreme 
difficulties which this division has presented,—a division which internally as 
well as externally from its position in the map, as well as from the character 
of its semi-military population, has been subjected far more to disturbing 
causes than any other division in Bengal, and if a part of this province is 
still unhappily convulsed, it is, I am bound to say, from no failure on the part 
of Mr. Samuells to make use of such resources as were at his disposal. He 
may point with just pride to the tranquillity that was maintained through 
almost the whole of his division from October in last year to April in this, 
and even now to the pacific state of the city of Patna itself, which was held 
to be a hot-bed of intrigue and conspiracy, but which, with little but the 
ordinary means at his disposal, he has maintained undisturbed, even though 
marauding parties of rebels approached to within ten miles of its walls. 

Mr. Samuelis has, from time to time, brought prominently forward the 
names of the Civil Officers in the various districts who have particularly dis¬ 
tinguished themselves, as well as of the Indigo Planters and others who have 
come forward to the assistance of Government. Those ■who did good service 
in the earlier part of the rebellion have been already conspicuously noticed in 
the part of the narrative which refers to that time. 

Mr. McDonell,| lagistrate of Sarun, was specially appointed to accompa¬ 
ny the force which, cadet Brigadier Douglas and General Lugard, crossed into 
the Shahabad district from Azimghur. Of his services the Commissioner 
speaks most highly, and I am sure that he deserves all that can he said of 
him. His assistance in crossing the troops into the district was most valu¬ 
able. He was with General Sir E. Lugard during the whole of the opera¬ 
tions, and always took the field with the force. I have reason to know that 
the General entertained a very high opinion of him. 

Mr. Richardson, Collector of Sarun, who also conducted the duties of 
Magistrate during Mr. McDonell’s absence, has, on this as on other occasions, 
proved himself a most efficient Public Officer. He was very active and suc¬ 
cessful in the pursuit and apprehension of mutineers, and in every way justi¬ 
fies the high encomium passed upon him by the Commissioner. 

Mr. Atherton, the Judge of Sarun, has also been very useful and energe¬ 
tic since his return to this district. 

Mr. E. McDonell, Sub-Deputy Opium Agent in Sarun, has most conspi¬ 
cuously distinguished himself from first to last during the whole course of 
the disturbances. Not only has he been most active and energetic in his own 
particular department, hut, in addition to other services which have been 
already noticed in this narrative, he has raised and superintended the drill of 
the Sewan Levy which, under Captain Miles, has done good service in Sarun. 
He has more than confirmed the good opinion that was always entertained 
of him. 
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Mr. Pughe, Sub-Deputy Opium Agent, has also merited and received 
high commendation for the manner in which his duties have been performed 
under circumstances of great difficulty. 

Mr. Brodhurst, Magistrate of Arrah, has exerted himself very strenuous¬ 
ly during the occupation of his district by the enemy, and both lie and Mr. 
Colvin, his assistant (who, it will be remembered, took part in the defence of 
Arrah) have been more than once in the field in the course of the late events. 

Mr. E. Baker, Deputy Magistrate of Sasseram, has been obliged to take 
temporary leave ou sick certificate. In another narrative (that of the 
Chota Nagpore division) he has been mentioned as accompanying an expedi¬ 
tion into Palamow. He has several times taken an active part in operations 
in the field, and has conducted his Civil duties, which have been very onerous, 
to the entire satisfaction of the Commissioner and myself. 

Mr. Dampier, the Magistrate of Tirhoot, has received frequent and 
honorable mention from the Commissioner. He is a most energetic Officer. 

The services of Mr. Money, Magistrate of Gya, have been prominently 
brought forward in the early part of the narrative, and during the late partial 
occupation of his district by the rebels, he has again distinguished himself. 
It has been noticed that he took a personal and active part in the pursuit of 
Jodhur Singh, both with Captain Young and Captain Rattray, and was pre¬ 
sent iu the action at Kusmah. 

The names of the following gentlemen have been specially mentioned by 
the Officers in whose districts they reside :— 

In Tirhoot, Mr. Hudson, of Seryah Factory, Mr. Charles Gale, of 
Deoreah, with Messrs. J. Gale and W. Howell, his assistants. 

In Mooteeharee, Mr. J. Slade, of Raj poor Factory, and Mr. Alexander 
Urquhart. All these gentlemen have been most active in procuring informa¬ 
tion, watching the ferries, and exerting themselves in every way. Mr. Urqu¬ 
hart also furnished a body of peons to assist the Police, and gave quarters for 
tftvo days to a detachment of the Marine Brigade. They have all received my 
warm acknowledgments. 

Mr. Dampier also mentioned the names of three of his subordinate 
Native Officials as deserving of great credit, viz,, ICeola Put, Darogah of 
Pusa, Keola Purshad Jemadar, Duneo Lall, Naib Nazir of the Fouzdaree 
Court. 

The services rendered by the Rajahs of Deo and Hutwa have been so fre- 
•ntly mentioned that it is unnecessary further to allude to them. The 
JBetteah Rajah has also afforded Considerable assistance, and suitable acknow¬ 
ledgments have been made to all these Noblemen. 

In conclusion I feel that I cannot too often repeat my very high opinion 
of the services rendered by Captain Rattray, his Officers and his Battalion. 
To dilate on these services is unnecessary. The facts speak for themselves. I 
can only trust that they will receive the rewards which their bravery, endurance 
and successes have so richly merited. 
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OHOTA NAQPOKE AND CUTTACK. 

During the whole period of the outbreaks, the division of Chota Nagpore 
has been a source of anxiety and uneasiness, and from time to time of em¬ 
barrassment and difficulty, and even of actual danger. In fact no division 
in the whole of Bengal has been subject to such continued disturbance as 
this province. It extends along the whole length of the Grand Trunk Road 
from Raneegunge almost to Shergotty, a distance of not less than 100 miles, 
and its scattered and not easily accessible stations were garrisoned by native 
troops who, in almost every instance, broke out into open mutiny, the stations 
being abandoned, the jails broken open, and bands of convicts scattered over 
the face of the country, the treasuries plundered, and the lives of the Euro¬ 
pean Officers only saved by timety flight. Its population is composed chiefly 
of half savages, ignorant and highly excitable, with a number of petty Chiefs 
able at any time to collect a rabble round them, and now formidable 
from the disaffection of the very troops intended to keep them in 
check. 

In Palamow, in Chyebassa, and in Sumbulpore there have been rebellions 
the dying embers of which are still feebly smouldering, and which have given 
occasion for the display, in many instances, of native loyalty and attachment, 
and of European courage and conduct. 

In the following narrative I shtUl, for the sake of convenience, associate 
the division of Cuttack with that of Chota Nagpore. Cuttack itself may be 
said to have been altogether unaffected by the recent outbreak: except perhaps 
on its very borders, where, though the boundaries of the two divisions (Cut¬ 
tack and Chota Nagpore) may be geographically defined, the tribes and their 
interests are so mixed up that it is difficult to distinguish between them. 
Besides which for some few months the district of Sumbulpore, which be¬ 
longed to the Chota Nagpore Commissionership, has, owing to the difficulty 
of access from the North, and the great amount of work which pressed 
on the Commissioner, been attached to the Cuttack division. Very lately, 
and probably as a temporary arrangement, a Special Commissioner 
has been appointed to Sumbulpore, who, with reference to the still 
disturbed state of that district, exercises the chief authority both Civil and 
Military. 

So much being premised, I proceed to give a sketch of the events in 
Chota Nagpore and Cuttack as if they formed a single division. 

At the commencement of the outbreak, the various stations of Haza- 
reebaugh, Ranchee (or Dorundali), Purulia, Chyebassa and Sumbulpore 
were occupied by detachments of the Ramghur Battalion, which consisted 
of a full corps of Infantry with Cavalry and Artillery attached. This, 
though a local corps, was composed, to a great extent, of Hindustanees, in 
fact of the same material as the regiments of the line. There were, more- - 
over, two detachments of the 7th and 8th N. I. at Ranchee and Huzaree- 
baugh respectively. From the former place the detachment of the 7th was 
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sent away before any outbreak occurred, and the uneasiness which their 
presence had caused was temporarily allayed. Little confidence was placed 
in the Ramgbnr Battalion’s loyalty, which was supposed to depend on the 
fidelity or otherwise of the troops at Dinapore, whilst the Artillery at Ranchee 
was openly distrusted even by its Commanding' Officer. At Hazareebaugh in 
particular great fears were entertained. There was a treasury, with upwards 
of a lac of Rupees in it, and two jails containing 900 prisoners. No European 
troops could be spared either to replace or disarm these troops, and beyond 
temporary additions to the Police force at the various stations, nothing 
could be done. No overt act was, however, committed till the 30th of July, 
when the troops at Hazareebaugh, consisting chiefly of two companies of the 
8th N, I., heard of the events at Dinapore, mutinied, plundered the treasury 
and released the prisoners, and after destroying a great deal of private 
property, left the station. The residents saved their lives by timely 
flight. 

Meanwhile a detachment of the Ramghur Battalion, with two guns, under 
Lieutenant Graham, had been sent from Dorundah to attack the two compa¬ 
nies of the 8th ; but having received on the road the news of their mutiny, they 
also broke into open revolt, and seizing guns, ammunition and elephants which 
accompanied them, marched back to Ranchee with avowed hostile intentions 
towards the British residents there. 'No doubt existing that the Head 
Quarters of the Corps stationed at Dorundah * would join them, the Commis¬ 
sioner, Captain Dalton, with the other Europeans, reluctantly quitted the 
station, which they had not left an hour before the mutineers arriving, having 
burnt down some of the bungalows, took possession of the treasury, containing 
about a lac aud a quarter of Rupees, released the prisoners, and fired cannon 
at the Church. The mutineers were joined by the troops at the Military 
station of Dorundah. 

The Cavalry portion of the force refused to join the mutineers. Those 
with Lieutenant Graham, under Jemadar Ameadeen IChan, stood by that. 
Officer, and accompanied him to Hazareebaugh, where also a few men ot 
the Infantry, with two Native Officers, had joined him ; whilst a detachment 
at Burhee, on the Grand Trunk Road, under Naib Eessaldar Shaik Moullah 
Buksh, were preserving order and doing good service. 

Captain Dalton retreated on Hazareebaugh, and with the small force at 
his Command, proceeded to restore order at that place, recovering pinn¬ 
ed property, recapturing prisoners, arresting suspected persons, and re¬ 
opening the courts and bazars. 

The Ramghur Rajah both now and afterwards rendered efficient aid 
to Government, for which he has received my thanks. Captain Dalton s 
conduct merited my high approval. 


* Banobee is the Civil Station, Dorundah the Military Cantonment, separated the one from the othe r 
fcy a distance of three or four miles. 
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At Purulia events of a similar character took place on the 5th 
oi August. Here too was a treasury, containing upwards of a lac of 
Rupees, and a jail with between 200 and 300 prisoners, aud when it 
appeared that the outbreak was imminent, the European Officers retired to 
> Raneegunge. 

Immediate measures were taken for the protection of the Grand 
Trunk Road; a part of the wing of Rattray’s Police Battalion was 
moved up from Sooree, and a Company of EE. M.’s 35th was sent to Ranee- 
gunge. 

Whilst such was the state of affairs in the districts lying along and 
near the Grand Trunk Road, great uneasiness was felt at Chyebassa and 
Sumbulpore. The Principal Assistant Commissioner in charge of the 
former station, on hearing of the mutiny at Ranchee, unnecessarily abandoned 
his station, and placed himself under the protection of the Rajah of Seraie- 
khellah, who furnished him with an escort to proceed to Raneegunge, and the 
Rajah himself took prompt, and, for the time, successful measures for the pro¬ 
tection of Chyebassa. 

In consequence of this abandonment of his post, this Officer was subse¬ 
quently removed, and Lieutenant Birch was appointed in his room. It 
appears that previously to his departure, the Principal Assistant Commissioner 
had committed the care of the district to Chuekerdharee Sing, the Rajah of 
Seraiekhellah, and had issued summonses to the various petty Chiefs, to send 
in their separate Contingents. There was no backwardness shown except on 
the part of the Porahat Rajah, who, from jealousy of the Seraiekhellah Chief, 
refused to send in his quota, or even to acknowledge the genuineness of the 
summons. Had there been any European Officer present, there can be little 
doubt that- the irregular force thus collected would have been sufficient 
to prevent any attempt at mutiny; but, with no one to control them, 
petty jealousies broke out amongst the retainers of the various Chiefs, 
and thus disunited, they did not venture to act against the disciplined 
sepoys. But it was not till upwards of a month after the Dorundah mutiny, 
and when emissaries from that place had been sent, returned, and again 
been sent to Chyebassa, that the sepoys, persuaded that the British rule was 
at an end, at last in the beginning of September plundered the treasury, broke 
open the jail, and marching out of the station, after failing bo cross the 
Sungye, which was swollen by recent rain, and being subjected to constant 
harrassing attacks from bands of Coles, who followed them and cut up all 
stragglers, they finally accepted the invitation of the Porah&t Rajah, and 
placed themselves and the treasure they had with them under his protection. 
It may very reasonably he supposed that had not the statiou been aban¬ 
doned by the chief authority, this detachment, like that at Sumbulpore, would 
have remained staunch to the present hour. 

The subsequent proceedings of the .Porahat Rajah, with the effects they 
have produced, will form a prominent feature of my narrative; but I must 
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now return to the relation of contemporary events in other parts of the 
division.* 

It was for a long time believed that the companies of the 8th N. I., 
which mutinied at Hazareebaugh, had gone off in the direction of Sumbul- 
pore, and the Commissioner of Cuttack was directed to send a portion of the 
Madras troops, stationed at Cuttack, towards that station. The report, how¬ 
ever, turned out to be incorrect, and up to the end of August Captain Leigh, 
the Principal Assistant Commissioner, was able to report all quiet. 

The Subadar in Command at this post, Shaik Pauch Kowrie Khan, re¬ 
ceived a letter from the native officer who had assumed command at 
Ranchee, directing him to move to the latter station with the treasure, releas¬ 
ing the convicts in the jail to act as coolies. The Subadar, however, com¬ 
municated the letter to Captain Leigh, and was using every exertion to keep 
his detachment faithful. 

On the 13th August Captain Dalton found it necessary to fall back 
from Hazareebaugh to Bagodah, He was informed that reinforcements 
would immediately be sent up. 

On the 18th of August I caused martial law to be proclaimed in all the 
districts forming the Chota Nagpore division. 

On the 28th of August the Commissioner re-occupied Hazareebaugh 
with 150 Seikhs of Rattray’s Battalion, Immediate measures were also 
taken for the re-oecupation of Purulia. 

The Officers of the Iiamghur Battalion were directed to employ them¬ 
selves in raising a Police Corps in the Chota Nagpore agency, and I 
may add here that the experiment seems to have been very successful. 
The men entertained are Coles and Sonthals, and in a recent letter received 
from the Commissioner, he speaks most highly of this new levy, and of 
the nreat credit due to Lieutenants Reeves and Middleton for the manner 
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in which they have brought into a high state of discipline these men who, 
but a few months since, were untaught savages. 

The Ranchee mutineers were still at that station. Some disputes had 
arisen, and the men who had been enlisted in the province were not disposed 
to ao-ree with the Hindustanees. Hitherto no division of the treasure had. 
taken place, and these native officers, who had their houses in the province, 
seemed to wish to compromise themselves as little as possible; and in this 



* The following Native Officials remained at Chyebassa when Captain S is amor e left, and subsequently 


received my acknowledgments for their praiseworthy conduct:— 

MewaLall. Serishtadar, 

Tarinee Chum Odhicaree.. .. . Peshkar. 

Skeik Golam Busksb . . Record-keeper. 

Junardhun Paul ... ... Mohurer. 

Seeb Churn Tewaree. . Treasurer. 

Madhub Chunder Chowdry . . .. Hoad English Writer, 

Jnggobundo Ghosaut,. . »n& Ditto. 

Mwa Lall has also received a pair of shawls for this and subsequent good •conduct. 
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state matters remained till tlie 11 th September, when, after having plun¬ 
dered the town and destroyed some of the public buildings, they marched with 
four guns and a considerable quantity of ammunition and plunder towards 
Tikhoo Ghaut, apparently with the intention of making their way through 
Palamow and joining Koer Sing, who was at this time supposed to be at 
or near Rhotas. 

The troopers took this opportunity of making their escape, and joined 
their Officers at Hazareebaugh ; only four accompanied the rebels. 

Meanwhile a Column under Colonel Fischer, of the Madras Army, had 
been sent up the Grand Trunk Road, with the view of clearing the road 
and of acting against the mutineers wherever thdy might be found. 

A portion of this Column, consisting of 180 of H. M.’s 53rd; and a wing 
of the 27th Madras N. I., with two guns, was now detached under Major 
English and marched towards Ranchee through Hazareebaugh, whilst Colonel 
Fischer proceeded up the Grand Trunk Road so as to be in a position to 
act in the Palamow direction should it prove necessary. 

Major English, accompanied by Captain Dalton, the Commissioner, 
reached Ranchee on the 23rd where less destruction than was expected 
was found to have taken place; the records had been almost entirely 
destroyed, but the public building.^ had sustained little damage, and order 
and confidence were soon restored ; but Major English, not considering 
himself warranted by his instructions in any pursuit of the mutineers, 
returned towards Hazareebaugh en route to the Grand Trunk Road. 

On the 13 th September Captain G. N. Oakes, accompanied by a party 
of Volunteer Seikhs, who had been taken from various corps of the line and 
embodied, re-occupied Purulia without opposition. The Rajah of Juldah, 
a prisoner in the Hazareebaugh jail, bad been released by the' mutineers, 
and had made use of his liberty to close the passes between Ranchee and 
Purulia so as to prevent the mutineers from moving in r.hat direction. ITe 
now presented himself t,o Captain Oakes, to whom he had furnished a small 
Contingent. He was allowed to be at large for the present (having exe¬ 
cuted an agreement to appear whenever called for) ; a small sum' was ad¬ 
vanced him to enable him to entertain men to keep the Ghauts closed 
against mutineers and marauders, and a promise was made that his case 
should he favorably represented to Government. He has since received a 
remission of his original sentence. 

Lieutenant JBirch, who had accompanied Captain Oakes thus far, pro¬ 
ceeded from hence accompanied by the faithful Rajah of Seraiekbellah, the 
Zumeendar of Kursawa, and 3,000 Coles, to Chyebassa, which he reached on 
the 16th September; and thus by the end of September all the stations 
which had been abandoned were re-occupied. 

Slight disturbances had taken place in variou s parts of the district 
in which the actors were either escaped convicts or bands of marauding 
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Sing Deo, the Zemindar of Pachete, who has been before alluded to, was 
said to be arming his retainers, and in other ways assuming a warlike 
attitude. In Singbhoom also the Porah&t Rajah seemed likely to give trouble 
as I shall shortly have occasion to detail, and it was thought advisable, with 
reference to the difficulty of communication between the Northern and 
Southern parts of the division, to place the districts of Maunbhoom and 
Singbhoom under the temporary charge of the Commissioner of Burdwan, 
whilst, at a later date, Sumbulpore was also, as a temporary arrangement, 
made over to the Commissioner of Cuttack. 

I may dismiss the district of Maunbhoom by saying that a wing of the 
Shekawattee Battalion having been placed under my orders, was sent into 
that district, and backed by these troops, the Officiating Commissioner found 
little difficulty in arresting the Pachete Zemindar who, unprepared to resist 
the force sent to coerce him, surrendered himself to Colonel Foster in the 
early part of November. His fort was searched, and four pieces of artillery, 
with other munitions of war, were found in it. Since his capture Maunbhoom 
has been undisturbed, except by occasional dacoitees. :; 

Singbhoom and Sumbulpore will require much more extended notice, 
and indeed in neither of these districts can it be said that tranquillity is 
completely restored even up to the time at which I am writing. It will be 
remembered that on the eventual outbreak of the detachment at Chyebassa, 
the Porahat Rajah had invited the sepoys to join him, which they 
had done, making over to him the greater part of the money taken fiom 
the Government treasury. On the arrival of Lieutenant Birch at Chyebassa, 
he peremptorily called on the Rajah to deliver himself up, restore the Govern¬ 
ment treasure, and make over to him the rebellious sepoys. After numer¬ 
ous professions of his intention to do as he was ordered, and after wavering 
for some time, he at length, instead of rendering himself, as he had been 
ordered, to the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Chyebassa, marched off 
to Ranchee, and there made over to the Commissioner, Captain Dalton, the 
whole of the plundered treasure, with one hundred sepoys as prisoners. 
He himself was reproved for his disobedience of orders, and directed at once 
to return to Chyebassa and give himself up to Lieutenant Birch for trial. It 
is as well to mention here that the hundred sepoys made over to the Commis¬ 
sioner having been tried and found more or less guilty, were sentenced— forty- 
three to be hung, and the remainder to transportation or imprisonment for 
various terms. The sentences were carried out. . 

In the mean time the Porahat Rajah excused himself on various pretences 
from presenting himself to Lieutenant Birch. He was said to be completely 
in the hands of his Pewan, a man named Juggoo, for whose apprehension. 


* Since this was written the Pachete Zemindar has been tried, and though acquitted ot the actual 
charges brought again*! him, yet, in the Commissioner, Mr. W, Elliot’s opinion, there is sufficient to show a 
feeling of disaffection to Government, and it has been considered advisable to detain him in custody for the 
present, at bast till the restoration of complete tranquillity to the Chota Nagpore division. 
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on account of previous delinquencies, a reward had been before offered by 
the Government. This man was reported to be doing his best to excite the 
Coles to rise, and using all his influence with the Rajah to prevent his sub¬ 
mitting himself to Lieutenant Birch. 

The Rajah, however, still continued to profess loyalty and his intention 
of keeping his pledges, and as all seemed quiet in the district, the principal 
men having renewed their submission, and the people being, to all appear¬ 
ances. peaceably inclined and engaged in gathering in their harvest, Lieute¬ 
nant Birch, (who had, in the mean time, been reinforced by 100 Seikhs under 
Captain Montgomery), for some time took no active steps against 
the Rajah, who, though now disobedient to orders, seemed entitled to some 
consideration as having proved bis sincerity by giving up the mutineers 
and treasure ; but at length, towards the end of November, perceiving that 
there was little chance of the Rajah voluntarily surrendering himself, and 
being apprehensive of the machinations of Juggoo Dewan, Lieutenant 
Birch determined on an expedition against the rebel force, which had, by this 
time, collected about the Rajah. On his way to the position they had taken 
up, he surprised and captured Juggoo Dewan, (who was summarily tried, 
sentenced and hanged), and was completely successful in a well-managed 
attack on the Rajah’s stronghold, though the Rajah himself had just time to 
effect his escape into the neighbouring ’"jungle. Here again the Chief of 
Seraiekhellah afforded great assistance to Lieutenant Birch, as did the 
Zemindars and petty Chiefs whose names are recorded below,*' all of whom 
have since been rewarded. 

Again for some little time tranquillity appeared to be established ; but 
an uneasy feeling was abroad—the Rajah XJrjoon Sing was still at large, his 
influence amongst the Coles was great, and by the end of December Mr. 
Lushington, the late Officiating Commissioner of Burdwan, who had been 
temporarily appointed Special Commissioner for the district of Maunblxoom 
and Singbhoom, had to report the existence of a wide-spread insurrection 
amongst tlie various tribes in Singbhoom. 

The only force at the disposal of tlie Commissioner at this time was a 
body of Volunteer Seikhs under Captain Hale. 

On the 25th of December Captain Hale’s party, supported by the fol¬ 
lowers of the Seraiekhellah Rajah, attacked and dispersed a large assemblage 
of Coles and others led on by a brother of the Porah&t Rajah ; but though 
our measures were so far successful, it now appeared evident that without 
reinforcements the insurrection could not be effectually quelled, and I was 
again permitted to avail myself of the services of the Sliekawattee Battalion 
under Colonel Foster, who was at this time at Raneegunge. He was directed 
to move on Chyebassa as soon as arrangements for his march could be 
made. 

* K go mar Juggnautk Singh, Baboo Ballo Dhndder Singh, the Baboo of Kejrah, Baboo Ujoynath Singh, 
Dahroo Mankeo, Siboo Mankee, and Markiuido Duffadar. 






Meanwhile Tjrjoon Sing and his brother were exerting themselves to 
the utmost to raise the whole Colehan. in insurrection, and, though a large 
proportion of the Coles were still well affected towards Government, a 
formidable opposition was organized. 

On the 14th January the Commissioner, accompanied by the Senior 
Assistant Commissioner, together with 50 or 60 Seikhs under Captain. 
Hale, went out with the intention of punishing the murderers of a Jemadar 
and two Burknndazes at a place called Bur Peer. Having succeeded in 
capturing two of the petty Sirdars who had been concerned in this outrage, 
they were preparing to return to the station, when they were informed of 
the presence of a body of hostile Coles in their immediate neighbourhood. 

An attack w as at once decided on. Advancing to the bank of the Mog- 
rah River they were opposed only by a small body of insurgents, whom 
they easily dispersed, and having destroyed a village which they had 
reached, they were on their way back by a different route, when on crossing 
the deep bed of a dry nullah they found it swarming with the enemy, who, 
thus ambushed, attacked them suddenly with a shower of arrows, and to 
the number of not less than three or four thousand, regardless of their 
own losses, followed the little hand for some distance, not relinquishing the 
pursuit till they emerged from the jungle into the open plain. Not an Officer 
escaped uuhurt. Captain Hale, Commanding the Seikhs, was wounded in four 
places, Lieutenant Birch’s arm was pinned to his side by an arrow, whilst Mr. 
Lushington and Dr. Hayes, the only other Europeans present, were also, though 
less severely, wounded. Of the 51) Seikhs, who all behaved most gallantly, 
25 were more or less severely wounded, one mortally, and one man was 
killed. The enemy are said to have left 150 dead on the field. 

On a return to the camp it was determined at once to return to 
Chyebassa, lest the enemy should cut off the retreat, in which case, hampered 
as they were with wounded and straitened for provisions, they would have 
found it almost impossible to force their way to the station. 

In .the absence of all other carriage for the wounded, it was necessary 
to take the elephants, which carried their tent equipage, which was, therefore, 
unavoidably abandoned; but which, it is as well to mention here, was subse¬ 
quently recovered. 

The insurgent Coles pursued the party for a distance of seven miles, but 
were kept in check by the steady behaviour of the unwounded men, who 
protected the rear, and the station was reached without further casualty. 

About the same ■fjirne an attack was made on Chuckherdunpore, the 
residence of the Pdrah&t Rajah, but at this time occupied by the friendly 
Chief of Seraiekhellak who, though protected by a force of 300 matchlock- 
men and two guns, yielded to a very inferior force and pusillanimously fled. 

Both these affairs tended naturally to encourage the rebels and tempo¬ 
rarily to weaken our prestige with the more loyal part of the population, 
yet, notwithstanding this, the insurrection'seemed almost entirely confined to 
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those Coles who liad in former times been retainers of the Rajahs of Porahat, 
and even of these the inhabitants of the Southern portion of the district 
were disheartened by the loss they had sustained in the action near the 
Mograh, which, though we had suffered severely, had been still more disas¬ 
trous to them ; but, on the other hand, the more Westerly population were 
animated by the easy victory they had gained over the Seraiekhellah Chiet. 

By the 17th January, Colonel Foster having made rapid marches, had 
reached Chyebassa with the Shekhawattee Battalion, and in concert with the 
Commissioner was taking means for the pacification, of the district; and 
with reference to the more actively disturbed Western parts, it was determined 
to make the first move in that direction. 

At Chuckerdhunpore a thousand men were said to be collected. These 
fled on the approach of Colonel Foster, and the village was destroyed. From 
hence the force proceeded to Porahat, burning many villages and seizing a 
large quantity of grain and cattle. 

But in the Southern part of the district the Coles were again collecting 
in considerable numbers, and a large force had assembled at the Siringsella 
Pass. Colonel Foster, who had in the mean time been reinforced by a 
body of 50 European Sailors, which I had sent up from Midnapore, by a ju¬ 
dicious disposition of his forces, succeeded in driving the enemy from the 
positions they had taken up in the jungles and hills, killing a considerable 
number of his opponents, whilst his own casualties consisted of seven 
wounded. 

It is unnecessary to give the details of the different expeditions. With 
the exception mentioned, little or no resistance was ottered ; but a severe 
example, especially in such times as these, wa3 urgently called for. The 
Punjab and his people had provoked their own punishment. Numerous pro¬ 
clamations had been published, and many efforts had been made, through 
the Rajah’s own private friends and connections, to induce him to submit him¬ 
self to the Government; in particular a notice was issued, and conveyed to 
the Rajah in his jungly hiding place, that if he failed to deliver himself up 
within one month, his estates would, be confiscated ; but a conciliatory policy 
had proved ineffectual, and to insure present safety and future tranquilli ty, 
stern retributive measures were demanded, and the desired effect was 
produced. The petty Chiefs, seeing that wo had the power to coerce them, 
soon commenced to make their submission, and the more readily when it 
was found that submission was followed by forgiveness. 

The Rajah, however, though towards the expiration of the time allowed 
him for consideration, he seemed inclined to enter into some negotiation 
with Mr. Lushingfcon, allowed the month to pass without surrendering him¬ 
self, and after a still further term given him in the hope of his yielding had 
also gone by, the Commissioner declared his estates forfeit. I may add 
that up to the present time he is still a fugitive in the jungles, though Cap¬ 
tain Dalton, who has resumed the Commissionership of Maunbhoom and 
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Singbhootn, has lately expressed a hope that he will at length be persuaded 
to surrender himself. His obstinacy has been most pertinacious ; hut if he 
should ultimately come in, there are obvious circumstances in his case which 
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will cause him to be mercifully treated. 

I need add little more to this portion of my narrative, except to say 
that when Mr. Lushing ton made over charge to Captain Dalton, tran¬ 
quillity seemed bo be in a great measure restored. The services of the 
Shekawattee Battalion were dispensed with, as far as this district was con¬ 
cerned, at the end of February, and the Battalion was sent to Sumbulpore. 
Some uneasiness, however, continued to exist in the district. x\ strong 
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feeling of hostility seemed to be entertained by the Coles .against our ally 
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the Rajah of Seraiekhellah, whilst the PoraLat Rajah,, urged, it is said, by the 
evil counsels of his Dewan, Kughoo Deo, still refused to deliver himself up 
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to the Authorities, though petitions have been received from him professing 
his willingness to surrender. Certain of the insurgent Coles still cling to 
his fortunes. In March an attack was made on the camp of the Assistant 
Commissioner by a body of Coles estimated at 2,0U0, and though they were 
repulsed without difficulty, they succeeded in driving off a quantity of cat¬ 
tle then grazing in the jungle. 

In April another attack resulted in the defeat of the insurgents by a 
part of the Naval Brigade at Chuekerdhunpore and a few Seraiekhellah men. 
On this occasion thirty of the enemy were taken prisoners. 

Again, towards the end of May a gallant affair took place under Mr. 
Welden, 1st Officer of the Naval Brigade, who, with Mr. Scott, the 2nd Officer, 
and 26 men of the Brigade, a small body of Seraiekhellah men and two Sowars, 
was sent to punish the insurgent Coles for an attack on some friendly vil¬ 
lages. After having destroyed three of the enemy's camps with little oppo¬ 
sition, the party was gradually drawn on to a rocky basin covered with 
dense jungle. Here they found themselves surrounded by the enemy, who 
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from the heights poured down a shower of arrows and matchlock balls. 
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Mr. Welden made good bis retreat till reaching the open country, he faced 
about and drove his opponents back, killing some thirty of them and wound¬ 
ing many more, himself having only one man severely wounded. 

Outlie 9th of •tune some thousands of Coles surrounded the camp of 
the Naval Brigade at Chuekerdhunpore, and Captain Moncrieffj the Assistant 
Commissioner, who was returning from Chyebassa, whither he had been to 
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see the Commissioner, had to fight his way iuto the camp, three out of his 
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four Sowars being wounded 

On the 10th and 11th they were successfully attacked by Mr. Welden, 
and on the 12th, on the arrival of reinforcements under Lieutenant Reeves, 
they made off. A pursuit was attempted, but was soon abandoned on account 

^ H fWiiP 

Since this, an addition of 50 men, with two more howitzers, has been 
made to the Natal Brigade at Chyebassa. 
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Captain Moncrieff lias lately succeeded in destroying one of their 
camps, and tie has, moreover, made seizure of immense stores of grain in the 
jtingles. 

The services of Mr. Lushington being no longer required in Singbhoom 
he returned to Calcutta in February. I have great gratification in recording 
that both in Maunbhoom and Singbhoom lie has conducted the charge 
entrusted to him with great tact and judgment, and has accomplished all 
that was possible with the means at. his disposal. 

Lieutenant Birch is an Officer of great energy, and has displayed great 
courage, ability and firmness during the whole time he has been employed 
in Singbhoom. 

The services of the Seraiekhellah Chief have already been noticed, and 
Mr. Lushington has brought prominently forward the conduct of the Kurswa 
Zemindar, who has been very forward in rendering assistance to Government. 

Earlier in the narrative 1 have said that all remained quiet in Sumbul- 
pore up to the end of August; but even, in that month rumours of insurrec¬ 
tionary movements had begun to spread, and though no actual outbreak 
occurred for some considerable time, yet tbe storm which afterwards dis¬ 
turbed the peace of this district had already begun to gather. 

Early in September two companies of Madras troops had been ordered 
up from Cuttack to Sumbulpore by Mr. Cockburn, the Commissioner, partly 
with reference to any outbreak that might be contemplated by the detach¬ 
ment of the Bamghur Battalion at that station, and partly with a view to 
the prevention of disturbance in the district from other causes, and this 
judicious movement was probably the means of saving Sumbulpore. 

Tbe ordinary Police was also increased, and sanctiou was given to the 
raising a body of semi-military Police, consisting of SO men, with an adequate 
proportion of < )fficers. The detachment of the Ramghur Battalion, 150 foot 
and 12 horsemen, remained perfectly staunch, and did good service through 
the whole of the troubled times. 

It is now necessary to mention what were the chief disturbin'? causes. 

U 

Amongst the prisoners released from the Ilazareebaugh jail were two 
brothers Surroonder S abate and Oodunt Sahaie. They were related to 
one of the late Rajahs cf Sumbulpore, and were under sentence of Im¬ 
prisonment for life, having been concerned in a serious affray in which 
some lives had been lost. These men, soon after their release, entered the 
Sumbulpore district, where a number of followers soon collected round 
them, and for a long time rumours were rife that they pretended to the 
Sumbulpore Raj, and were assembling their retainers with the purpose of 
making an attack on Sumbulpore. 

liy the beginning of October they came into the immediate neighbour¬ 
hood ol the station, and the Senior Assistant Commissioner, Captain Leigh, 
offered a reward for their apprehension. In the middle of that month they 
entered the town of Sumbulpore, and Surroonder Sahaie, who had with : 
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him a rabble of some 1,400 or 1,000 men, sent to ask Captain Leigh to grant 
him an interview, stipulating for a safe conduct. Captain Leigh received 
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him on these terms, and he then assured that Officer that hs 
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intention of aspiring to the llaj, that his only object was to induce Govern¬ 
ment to cancel the remaining portion of his and his brother’s imprisonment. 
Captain Leigh promised to represent the matter to Government, and in the 
mean time Surroonder Sahaie promised to disperse his followers and remain 
at Sumbulpore, whilst Oodunt Sahaie was permitted to reside in the village of 
Ithinda, a little distance off. There was no great gathering in the district; the 
Ghunoteas of the different, villages had, it is true, given the brothers assistance* 
but this might have been as much from fear as from any other cause, and till 
towards the end of the month no general feeling of disaffection appeared to be 
excited. Then, however, suspicion began to be felt, in particular, the Ghuno- 
tea of Kolabera was distrusted, and spies were sent to watch his movements. 

On the 31st of October Surroonder Sahaie made his escape from Sum* 
bulpore and joined his brother at Khinda, where 1400 men were now said 
to be assembled. 

A further reinforcement of two companies of the 40th Madras Native 
infantry had been despatched under Captain Knocker from Cuttack for 
Sumbulpore on the 10th October, and with these were sent 50 men of the 
Orissa Paik Companies, who were to undertake the station duties and so 
release the regular troops for more active service, and very shortly after o n 
the arrival of Lieutenant Hadow, of the Madras Artillery, with some light 
mountain guns, the Commissioner induced Major Bates to send another 
company tinder Lieutenant Hadow in charge of these guns. This Officer 
joined by forced marches, and took part in the proceedings hereafter recorded " 

On the escape of Surroonder Sahaie, Captain Knocker, of the 40th Madras 
Native Infantry, was ordered to proceed against Kliinda and Kolabera. In 
the latter place, which he reached on the 5th November, he destroyed the 
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house of the Ghunotea, hut he failed to capture Surroonder Sahaie and his 
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brother at Khuida, though he found their houses loopholed and prepared for 
defence. In only one place (J hiughathy) did he find any assemblage of 
armed men ; their numbers were concealed by the jungle., but lie killed jive or 
six of them. Matters, however, had now assumed a serious aspect, and many 
of the principal Zemindars were said to be collecting their Paiks for the 
purpose of resisting the Government. Indeed, the whole country in the 
neighbourhood of Sumbulpore was now temporarily in tho hands of the 


insurgents, who wore posted in strength at a distance of not more than three 
or four miles from the station, and nightly fired on our pickets. Had if 
not been for the timely arrival of these various reinforcements and more 
especially of the guns, whose power and efleet were on more than one occasion 
successfully exhibited by Lieutenant Hadow, the authority of Government 
over a wide extent of country would have been utterly lost, and it.:; recovery 
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would have been a matter of no small difficulty, 
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About this time Dr. Moore and Mr. Apothecary Hanson, of the Madras 
Army, were ordered up from Ganjaitt to Sumbulpore to afford medical aid to 
the troops at that station. They had reached Rampore, the residence of the 
Rehracole Rajah, a distance of four marches from Sumbulpore, and from hence 
wrote to Captain Leigh for an escort; but unfortunately, having started with¬ 
out waiting for this escort, and unmindful of the warnings of the Rajah, they 
were both attacked separately on the road. J’)r. Moore was murdered; Mr. 
Hanson escaped, and after wandering about in the jungles for sometime 
without food, he on the second day met with the party, of Sebundies which 
had been sent out to escort them, and returned to the Rajah of Rehracole, by 
whom he was kindly received. The Sebundies of the escort, who had 
behaved very well, were rewarded by Captain Leigh. 

So bold had the rebels now become*that they even ventured to attack 
Captain Leigh, (who, hearing of their assembling, had moved out with a con¬ 
siderable body of the Madras Corps to support the Sebundies), and under 
cover of the jungle succeeded in killing and wounding several men of his 
detachment, whilst, from the dense nature of the jungle, retaliation was for 
the present impossible. 

By the beginning of December the dak road to Bombay was obstructed ; 
two of the d&k stations had been burnt down, whilst large bodies were 
collecting in various directions and committing excesses of all sorts. Mr. 
Cockburn, the Commissioner of Cuttack, now despatched to Sumbulpore the 
remainder of the 40th Madras N. J., under the command of Major Bates, and 
with him the guns and Artillerymen stationed at Cuttack, whilst he sent off 
an urgent requisition to Ganjam for a portion of the Sebundies stationed 
there. 

Meanwhile, I made a strong representation to the Supreme Government, 
in consequence of which orders were sent to the Government of Madras to 
take immediate measures for strengthening Sumbulpore. I also, in anticipation 
of the sanction of Government, authorized the formation of two companies of 
Sebundies for service in that district. The Governor General in Council 
approved of this, and Captain Bird, of the 40th Madras N. I., was appointed 
to command the Levy. 

Captain Leigh, the Senior Assistant Commissioner, about this time 
applied to be relieved from his appointment. His resignation was accepted; 
but I must arid that he remained at Sumbulpore, doing good service, till the 
arrival of Colonel Foster in the district. 

It was at this time too that the arrangement, took place for the temporary 
transfer of Sumbulpore to the Cotnmissionership of Cuttack, and Mr. Cockburn 
assumed official charge on the 19th December, though, as will have appeared 
from the narrative, he had been practically in charge of the district for some 
time before. 

He now determined on at once proceeding to Sumbulpore in person, and 
accordingly started for that place, accompanied by a wing of the 5th Madras 
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ive Infantry and a detachment of Artillery, whilst he called on the Rajahs* 
of the Tributary Mehals to furnish their separate Contingents of Paiks. 

On the 29th December Captain Wood arrived at Sumbulpore from Nag- 
pore, with a squadron of the Nagpore Irregular Horse, and next morning 
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having marched out with 73 of his own Cavalry, 150 of the 40th M. N. I.» 
and 50 of the Eamghur Battalion, by a carefu lly managed detour he surprised 
the enemy in a tope of trees, and charged down on them with his Cavalry, 
whilst the Infantry came up in time to complete the rout. Fifty-three were 
killed, a great number wounded, and several prisoners taken, whilst on our side 
the only casualties were a slight arrow wound received by Captain Wood him¬ 
self, who killed three of the enemy with his own hand, and nine horses also 
wounded by arrows. Surroonder Sahaie, who was present, again managed to 
effect his escape, but his brother Chyle Sahaie was killed, and his adherents 
were from that time completely disheartened. 

But though disheartened, the rebels were not yet convinced that submis¬ 
sion was their best policy. A party of them, attacked the d&k station at 
Ghamrapoosa, between Sumbulpore and Midnapore, and large bodies of them 
were still collected with hostile intentions. The Rajah of Rehracole had ex¬ 
cited bitter animosity by delivering up to tho Authorities Mudoo Gharoteea, 
who was said to have organized the attack on Dr. Moore and Mr. Hanson. 
This man, and three of his Paiks, who were captured with him, were afterwards 
tried, found guilty, and executed. 

In the first half of January Major Bates, whose departure from Cuttack 
has been mentioned, arrived at Sumbulpore. He had, by the advice of Captain 
Leigh, taken a circuitous route, but had met with some opposition on his 
march, and had found great difficulty in procuring supplies. Having arrived 
at Sumbulpore and assumed command of all the troops in the district on the 
7th January, he forced the Shergotty Pass, destroyed the breastwork which 
had been thrown up, killed four of the enemy, and seized a quantity of arms 
and ammunition. Oodunt Sahaie was holding this position. 

He next, destroyed the village of Kolabera, which had been a nest of 
rebels. The estate was now confiscated to Government, and shortly after 
the destruction of the village, the Ghunotea and thirteen of the most 
influential men gave themselves up to Major Bates. The Ghunotea 
afterwards convicted of treason and hanged. 
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On the 14th January Captain Leigh, taking with hitn 100 of the 40th 
Madras JEt". I. and 80 of the Itamglmt Battalion, marched out for the purpose 
of attacking a body of rebels who were posted in a jungly hill and protected 
by stone barricades. Finding the force too small to attack this strong posi¬ 
tion in a dense jungle with any fair chance of success, Captain Leigh Was 
about reluctantly to retire, when the enemy, emboldened by this movement, 
descended the hill and came out into the plain to the supposed number of 
abotxt 1,500 A skirmish took place, and they again retreated into the jungle, 
leaving four dead. On our side one mail only was slightly wounded. 

Mr. Coekburn, accompanied by a wing of the 5thM. N. I. under Major 
Wyndham, and fotir guns under Captain Ellwyn, of the Madras Artillery, 
arrived at Sunibulporeon the 20ih January, meeting with no active opposition? 
though it Was threate idd on more than one occasion. An attack was made oh 
one of the halting places previous to his reaching It, and the provisions pre¬ 
pared for his force were carried off. He describes the difficulties of the 
route to have been very great, and bears high testimony to the manner in' 
which all fatigues were borne and obstacles overcome by the Madras troops. 

The Singhor, a pass GO miles West of Sumbulpore, and on the roacl to 
Nagpore, was at this time forced by Captain Bhakespear, who, with a Detach¬ 
ment of Nagpore Cavalry, attacked the insurgents, killing eleven, wounding 
fifteen, and taking three prisoners;. but as it Was necessary that this Officer 
should lose no time in returning- to his post at Raipore, Captain Wood and 
Captain Woodbridge were sent out with detachments to occupy this position. 

On the 12th February Captain Woodbridge having, without due caution, 
approached a post held by the rebels at Paharsiniegtirrali, was unfortunately 
shot together with two sepoys of the 40th M N. I., who were near him. On 
this the whole detachment were seized with panic arid fled, with the excep¬ 
tion of two sepoys, Mutboora Panday and Murtabba Khan, of the Rtunghur 
Battalion, both of whom were wounded in an attempt to recover Captain 
Woodbridge’s body. These men were afterwards recommended for promotion 
to H'avildarships. Mr. Coekburn, immediately on the news reaching him, 
despatched a party under Captain Leigh, and prepared to take other means to 
retrieve the disaster; but on the 14th, Ensign Warlow attacked the position, 
and driving the enemy off, recovered Captain Woodbridge’s body. He found 
them very strongly posted in a defile between two hills covered with jungle.- 
Across the entrance of the defile they had erected a wall seven, feet high and 
thirty feet long. Half way up the hill on the left was another stonework which 
mtnahded the one in front, whilst on the crest of the pass was a third bar¬ 
ricade. For some considerable distance in front they had cleared away the 
jungle, so that any advance in that direction might at once he exposed to 
their full fire, and leave no cover to take advantage of. Ensign Warlow, how¬ 
ever, on approaching the position, threw out two flanking parties to his right 
and left, whilst a third was to advance up the gorge and attack in front as 
soon as the other two parties should be engaged. This judicious arrange- 
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merit had the desired effect The enemy, seeing their position turned, fled with 
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out offering any resistance, leaving behind some arms and a considerable 
quantity of provisions. 

Every means was being taken to put down the insurrection. Detachments 
were scattered in various parts of the district; but the nature of the country 
its dense jungles ami almost inaccessible hills, threw great obstacles in out* 
way, whilst, oti the other hand, they afforded cover and a ready retreat for the 
insurgents. A successful attack was made by Captain Nicholls, of the 5th 
1ST. 1., on u position in the Barrapahar Hills, supposed to be inaccessible to 
regular troops. The rebels were driven from their fastness, and a store of 
provisions taken. In the territories of the Bamrah Rajah, Major Wyndham 
had destroyed several villages and re-opened the Calcutta dak road. Detach¬ 
ments under Captain Knocker and .Lieutenant and Adjutant Robinson, 
of the 40tU M. N. I., were also doing good service, and Mr. Cockburn 
speaks highly of the zeal, intelligence and ability displayed by these 
Officers. 

He mentions with great regret the death of Major Bates, which was a 
loss to the public service. After bis demise Major Wyndham assumed the 
command, which he subsequently made over to Captain Taylor, of the 40th 
M. N. I,, himself accompanying the Gprntnissioner to Cuttack. 

Air. Dyer, with a small party of Orissa and Gurjat Paiks, also destroyed 
some villages, and captured a number of rebels. Another party at Dheogam 
Opened the river route which had been for some months closed. 

Jemadar Hu math Singh, of the Raroghur Battalion, who had distin¬ 
guished himself throughout the whole disturbances by his loyalty and bravery, 
was recommended for the 3rd Class Order of Merit bv Mr Cockburn, and the 
Supreme Government granted the well-merited distinction. 

Towards the end of February some degree of tranquillity began to be 
restored. The rebels were being hunted down in all directions, and amongst 
those captured were some of the Zemindars who had been principally con¬ 
cerned in closing the roads to Cuttack and Calcutta. 

The Sebundy Levy, which had been raised amongst the Goomsens, had 
arrived in Sumbulpore, and seemed likely to be a most useful force. 

The ringleaders and inciters of this outbreak were, however, still at 
large, and might cause further disturbance. 

To relieve the troops, as much as possible, from harrassing marches in 
the hot weather, Air. Cockburn. established three principal posts for the 
regular troops at the points most likely'’ to require their presence, and 
arranged for eleven subordinate outposts of 25 men each of the Ramghur 
Battalion and the recently raised Sebundies, and having made other dis¬ 
positions for the security ol the district, confiscated the estates of i us urgent 
Zemindars, and warned the friendly Zemindars against harbouring rebels, 
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His presence was no longer required at Sumbulpore, for Colonel Foster, 
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district, was immediately expected. 

I have frequently had occasion to intimate my high approbation of Mr. 
Cockburn’s conduct and’ services during the progress oi tbis outbreak; but 
I must take the opportunity of once more recording the very high opinion 
I entertain of that Officer, and my appreciation of the great energy, zeal, 
intelligence and personal devotion which he has so conspicuously shown 
throughout the crisis. He has expressed his high opinion of the conduct 
of all the Officers who have been named in the narrative, and of tbe services 
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details. 

Colonel Foster, on bis first arrival at Sumbulpore, wished to retain the 
services of a portion of the 40tlx iVladras .Nf. d., as well as the iojal 
detachment of the Ramghur Battalion, but he was shortly afterwards able 
to report that he could dispense with the services of all but his own regi¬ 
ment arid .the Sebundies, and for further assistance lie relied on the Contin. 
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gents of. the various local Rajahs who were now willing and anxious to sup 
port his authority and afford every aid in the restoration of peace and order 
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At. the time w hen it was proposed that a detachment of the 40th should be 
retained, there appeared to be a slight feeling of discontent amongst the 
men who bad suffered most severely from the unhealthiness of the place. 
I allude to the subject here simply to express my conviction that there was 
no mutinous feeling in the corps or even in this detachment, and as I have 
already remarked, the regiment has done most excellent service under most 
trying circumstances. 

Colonel Foster, with the Shekhawatiee Battalion, arrived at Sumbulpore 
on the 29th March, and, as had been previously arranged, assumed the chief 
Civil and Military authority. He has been vested with the full powers of a 
Commissioner, and being an Officer of great experience, and one who has 
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had very favorable opportunities of becoming acquainted with the native 
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character, he seems well adapted for the position he is now filling. 

Already has he held a- very successful conference, at which all the 
principal Rajahs and many of the petty Chiefs attended, aud he is strongly 
of opinion that the promise of future loyalty then made will be adhered to. 

The Rajah of Pataua, who had been sentenced to a fine of Rs. 1,000 for 
permitting the escape of the notorious rebel Oojul Sahaie (brother of 
*Surroonder and Oodunt Sahaie) proved his loyalty by recapturing the 
offender, and making him over to Colonel Foster, who, therefore, recom- 
, mended’the remission of the fine. To this I gladly acceded, and desired that 
my thanks should be given'to the Rajah for the service rendered. 

Colonel Foster has brought to notice the services of Baboo Roop Sing Ear 
BnWW,- \Tniinsiff of Sumbulnore, who has highly distinguished himselt 
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separated by a range of hills of which they hold the passes, and possessing 
almost inaccessible fastnesses, hare been long known as a race of turbulent 
freebooters, and their late Chief died an outlaw. 

On his death it was considered a wise policy to confer this territory in 
jaghir on his sons, Lelumber and Pitumber, with a nominal quit rent, and 
this policy was long successful in suppressing the natural marauding 
tendencies of these Chiefs. Unfortunately, however, Pitumber was at 
Kanehee when the outbreak took place, and thinking that here was the end 
of British rule, and still further confirmed in this opinion by the behaviour 
of the two companies of the 8th N. I., who passed through Palamow on 
their way to join Ummer Singh, the two brothers determined on declaring 
their independence, their first efforts being directed against tho loyal 
Rajpoot Jaghirdar, Thakoorae Eugboobur Dial Singh, and his equally loyal 
cousin Thakoorae Kishoon Dial Singh, with whom they had long been at 
feud. Many of the Cberoe Jaghirdars were induced to join them partly on 
the promise made of placing a Cheroe Chief on the throne, partly, no doubt, 
in the hope of retrieving their now' impoverished and decayed fortunes, and 
late in October a force of about 500 Bhogtahs, with others of the Khyrwar 
clans and a body of Cheroes, under the leadership of Lelumber and Pitumber, 
made an attack on Cbynepore, Shapore and Lesliegunge. The attack on 
Chynepore, directed as has been said against the loyal Zemindars, Bughoobur 
Dial and Kishoon Dial Singh on account of ancient enmities—-was repulsed ; 
but at Lesliegunge they succeeded in doing some damage, destroying the 
public buildings, pillaging the place, and committing some murders. 

Lieutenant Graham, who was at this time officiating as Junior Assistant 
Commissioner in the district, having advanced with a small body of not more 
than 50 men, the Bhogtahs retreated into the hills of Sirgoojah, whither, in 
consequence of the smallness of his force, he could not pursue them, and 
lie was obliged to await reinforcements at Chynepore. By the end of No¬ 
vember the whole country appeared to be up in arms, and Lieutenant Graham, 
with his small party, was shut up and besieged in the house of Rughoobur 
Dial, whilst the rebels were plundering in all directions. It had been pro¬ 
posed to send the Shekhawattee Battalion into Palamow; but at my urgent 
request two companies of H. M.’s 13th L. I., which were at this time 
quartered at Sasseram, were directed to proceed under command of Major 
Cotter to the relief of Lieutenant Graham. I at the same time called upon 
the Deo Rajah to furnish a Contingent for service in the disturbed district. 

On the 27th. November the station of Rajarah had been attacked by a 
very large body of Bhogtahs, and Messrs. Grundy and Maker, who were 
employed .there on the part of the Coal Company, after holding their house 
as long as possible, at last with some difficulty made their escape. 

The two companies, under Major Cotter, with two guns, accompanied by 
Mr. Baker, the Deputy Magistrate of Sasseram, crossed the Soane near Ak- 
berpore on the 30 th November. Instructions meanwhile had been sent to 
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Lieutenant Graliam, that on being relieved he was at once to fall back with the 
force, advancing again hereafter when he should have the means of doing so. 
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The detachment reached Shape re on the 8th December, and were joined 
by Lieutenant Graham. One of the principal leaders of the insurgents, 
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Dabee Bus. Bov, was at this time captured. On the advance of the force the 
rebels retreated; but burnt the village of Monkah, near Palamow Fort, and 
destroyed the house of Biknreo Singh, a Zemindar of some influence, who 
had lent great assistance to Lieutenant Graham. Major Cotter was ordered 
to return to Sasseram vid Shergotty to clear the Ghauts in that direc¬ 
tion, and Lieutenant Graham accompanied him for some distance; but the 
rebel force seemed to be breaking up, the capture of Dabee Bux Rov noted 
above had the effect of disheartening them, and the Deo Rajah, having now 
joined with his Contingent of GOO Matchlockmen and ) 00 Sowars, I permitted 
that Officer to return, and, advancing towards his former position, he reached 
Kishenpore on the 22nd December. Pulton Ghaut, which had been held bv 
the Bliogtahs, was abandoned on his approach. The rebels also withdrew from 
Chynepore, having made an unsuccessful attack on Banka Fort, where they 
were repulsed by Kishen Dial. 

By this time Lieutenant Graham had received a further reinforcement of 
COO men, supplied by the Surburakar of Sirgoojnh, and was able not only to 
maintain his position, but to act on the offensive, and hearing that Prema* 
nund, Ilaquadar of Kondah, was in the neighbourhood, he sent out a party 
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which surprised this Chief, the most influential ieader of the Khvrwar tribe, 
with four of his principal men and 75 followers 
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Lelumher Sahaie was still collecting men, and had lately plundered two 
villages, he, however, kept most carefully to the jungles, and allowed no oppor¬ 
tunity of attacking him. Sirgoojah was also invaded by the followers of the 
Sing-rouiee Rajah, a contumacious dependent of the Bewail Rajah, from 
whom he had no authority for thus acting. 

On the 16th January Captain Dalton himself started for Palamow with 
140 men M. L r . I. under Major MaoDonell, a small party of Ramghur 
Cavalry and a body of Matchlockmen under Pergunite Juggut Pal Sing, 
a Chief who on this and other occasions displayed very remarkable loyalty 
and attachment to the Government, and has been rewarded with a title, 
a kellut and pension. He reached Monkah on the 21st January, and being 
joined during the night by Lieutenant Graham, next morning, after a recon- 
noisanco of the Palamow Fort, finding that it was held by the enemy, they 
determined on an immediate attack, and advancing in three columns, against 
which the enemy for some time kept up a brisk but ill-directed fire, succeeded 
in dislodging them, when they fled, leaving guns, ammunition, cattle, supplies 
and baggage behind them. Ten bodies of the enemy were found; our loss 
amounted only to one killed and two wounded. Letters to Lelumber and 
1 itumber Sahaie and Nucleut Manjee were found with the baggage, and 


amongst them communications from Ummer Singh, promising immediate 
assistance from Koer Singh. 

Some leading insurgents were captured about this time. Tikait Oonarao 
Singh, and his Dewan Shaik Beekaree, were convicted of being concerned in 
the rebellion, and executed. 

The Commissioner remained at Lesliegunge till the 8th February, col¬ 
lecting supplies and making preparations, and he now determined on forcing 
the passes into the Bhogtah country, having with him a force of upwards of 
2,000 men, whilst that of Lelumber and Pitumber were said to he much 
reduced and not to number more than i,000. Meanwhile he had issued pgr- 
wannahs for the attendance of the various Jaghirdars, most of whom readily 
responded to his call; but the most powerful and influential of them all, Baboo 
Bkowany Bux llai, head of the Cheroe family, did not, for some time, make his 
appearance, and was said to be collecting a large force to oppose Captain 
Dalton, and to have entertained a number of the Kamghur mutineers. On 
the 3rd of February, however, he too came in, and thus removed a principal 
obstacle to our onward movement. 

Haviqg divided his force, Captain Dalton sent one body with Kishen 
Dial Sing and others to Shapove to advance against the Bogloomarah Ghaut, 
whilst he himself moved to the attack of'the Toongaree Ghaut. As he ap¬ 
proached this place on the 10th February, he learned that the insurgents, who 
had held possession of the Pass, were plundering the village of Hurnam in his 
immediate neighbourhood. Lieutenant Graham, with a party of Sowars, dashed 
on, and succeeded in intercepting the enemy, and rescuing a band of cap¬ 
tives and a herd of cattle which they were in the act of driving off. Three 
prisoners were also taken, one a leader of some consequence. Two out of 
the three were hanged, whilst the third was kept for the sake of information, 
which he seemed, able and willing to communicate. 

No opposition was attempted to their entering the Bhogtah country, 
and on the 13th they reached Chernoo, on the banks of the Kuel, the princi¬ 
pal residence of the insurgent brothers, where they had a fortified house. 
Captain Dalton crossing the Koel, the rebels did not await his attack in the 
village, but retreated and took up positions behind masked breastworks of 
stones on the sides and ridge of a hill overhanging the village. These were 
carried in succession, and the enemy put to flight. A Duffadar of the Ramgliur 
Cavalry was killed at the beginning of the fight. 

The village and the fortified house were afterwards destroyed, as was 
Sunya, another stronghold of the rebels, close to Chemoo, which was also 
found deserted. 

Large quantities of grain were seized, as well as herds of cattle; and 
several herdsmen, who had been captured by the rebels, were released. 

The Commissioner remained in the Bhogtah country till the 23rd of 
February, but was not successful in capturing the ringleaders, Lelumber and 
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Pituraber. Parties were constantly sent out in all directions, who penetrated 
to their hill and jungle fastnesses, in some instances, as was evident, just 
as the fugitives bad made their escape. A few influential men were taken ; 
but neither threats nor promises had any effect in inducing them to reveal 
the hiding-places of their Chiefs. 

A full retaliation was, however, exacted for all the mischief done by 
them. Their villages were destroyed, their goods and cattle seized, and their 
estates confiscated to the state ; but whilst stern justice was thus meted out 
to the inciters of this rebellion, every endeavour was made to conciliate their 
less guilty followers and the inhabitants of the country., which now seemed 
to he gradually settling down. 

In the Mowaghurh Hills a body of rebels was collected in the middle of 
March under Gunpufc llai and Bislionauth Sahaie. Captain Dalton proceed ¬ 
ed to Lohurdugga with the intention of attacking them, but falling ill was 
obliged to depute the duty to Captain Oakes, who, with a party consisting of 
Madras Rifles, Ramghur Irregular Cavalry, and I GO of the Cole and Sonthal 
Levy, under the command of Captain Nation, by a rapid march succeeded 
in surrounding the enemy, who were so completely surprised that they made 
no resistance. Bislionauth Sahaie was captured on the spot, and Gunput Lai, 
who succeeded for the time in making his escape, was soon taken and brought 
in by some Zemindars and Matchlockmen, who had beeu sent in pursuit. 
These rebels were afterwards tried, found guilty and executed. 

Nothing worthy of being recorded has since happened in the district of 
Palamow, and the restoration of complete tranquillity and confidence seems 
now only to be a question of time. Lelumber and Pitumber Sahaie are still 
at large, miserable fugitives deserted by their followers, and the Commissioner 
is of opinion that no farther danger need he apprehended from them. 

The still disturbed state of the district of Shahabad cannot, however, 
but give cause for anxiety in the direction of Palamow, and indeed late 
accounts state that some bodies of mutinous sepoys have made their way into 
that district. It would appear, however, as if they had resorted thither in. 
despair, and a recent letter from the Commissioner describes them as dis¬ 
heartened and utterly disorganized, and apparently capable of doing little 
mischief. 

I must not quit the subject without recording my high admiration of 
the conduct of Lieutenant Graham, who, without another Englishman near 
him, surrounded by thousands of the enemy, never thought of a retreat, and 
by maintaining his post, prevented the district from falling entirely into the 
hands of the insurgents. I have, in the course of the narrative, shown the 
nature of the services he lias rendered, and he is still most use!ally employed 

in the tranquillization of the district. 

The essential services rendered by the Thakooraes Rughoolnu Dial omgh 
and Kishoon Dial Singh have appeared in the course of the narrative, and 
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Captaia Dalton and Lieutenant Graliam urgently put forward their claims 
special reward, which assuredly will not be disregarded. Lieutenant Gra¬ 
ham also speaks in terms of praise of the conduct in the field of EampCrtab 
Singh, Karpurdauz of Kishoon Dial Singh. 

Baboo Shew Churn Rai, Jaghirdar of Nowagurh, gave protection to the 
native officials who, with the Government treasure and record, fled from 
Lesliegunge when it was attacked. He also preserved order in his own villages, 
and gave efficient assistance whenever called upon. 

Koomvar Beekharee Singh, of Munikah, one of the Cheroe Jaghirdars, 
proved himself from first to last a loyal and faithful subject of Government, 
He was one of the first to join Lieutenant Graham, and his information was 
of great assistance. His house and property were destroyed by the insur¬ 
gents, and Ins family only saved by some friendly Coles. 

All these have been specially recommended to the Supreme Government 
for rewards adequate to their merits. 

Captain Dalton also mentions approvingly the names of the Jaghirdars 
noted below.* 

My estimation of the services rendered by the Deo Rajah has been* 
recorded.in a separate minuted 

I have thus, necessarily, at some little length, entered into the history of 
events in the districts of Siugbhoom, Sumbulpore and Palamow. In the rest 
of the division nothing worthy of mention more than has been already no¬ 
ticed has happened since the re-occupation of Hazareebaugh and Raiichee. 

Captain Dalton, the Commissioner of Chota Nagpore, has given me 
complete satisfaction, during the whole course of the disturbances. I have 
explained under what circumstances certain of the districts included in. the 
Commissicnership were temporarily placed uuder other jurisdictions., and that 
this arose from the nature of the country, and from the simultaneous out¬ 
break of insurrection in parts of the division widely separated and difficult 
of access, not from any incompetency on the part of Captain Dalton. * 

I have named, in the course of the narrative, those Officers whom 1 con¬ 
sider to have specially distinguished themselves, 4 and I have also recorded the 
names of Native Chiefs and others whose serrices have been prominently 


* Koonwar Shew Churn Singh, of Ludee, 

.Baboo Pabie Bux Singh, of Narnoodug. 

Deonarain Singh, of Baznundeeh. 

Deenauth Singh, Karpurdauz of the Bhuya of Qontaree. 

Akhourie Cowrie Churn Ham, Kanoongoo of Chimdeger Sntgowan. 

Mowar Surmhjeet Singh, of Mrm&too. 

f Since the above was written his services have been recognized by the Bight Hon’ble the 
Governor General, who has conferred on the Rajah the title of Maharajah with a suitable kellut, “ as 
an acknowledgment of his steady devotion to the British Government, and of the services rendered 
by him during the late disturbances.” 
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M below a further list* of those who 


brought forward. • 1 now a 
been considered highly deserving of the approbation of Government, some 
of whom have also received presents, not as an adequate recompense for, but 
rather as a recognition of, their loyalty. 
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BHAUGTJLPORE DIVISION. 

The division of Bhaugulpore, though not containing within itself the 
same apparent elements of danger as the neighbouring division of Patna, 
yet was by no means free from its own causes for distrust and apprehension. 
Its districts as in Patna command both sides of the Ganges ; its garrisons, at 
the commencement of the outbreak, were all native; the 5th Irregulars, at the 
sudder station itself, long a subject of anxiety, at length broke out into 
open mutiny; the Head Quarters of the 3.2nd N. I., at Bowsee, remained 
loyal, but were a source of constant uneasiness, whilst two considerable 
detachments of the same regiment at different stations did actually mutiny, 
and caused great confusion in a part of the division. 

If there was no great centre of supposed disaffection like the city of 
Patna, yet it must be borne in mind that this division includes the but late* 
ly tranquillized Sonthal Pergutinahs, where, though the result has proved that 
no such apprehension need have been entertained, it was but natural to 
expect that in the presence of disturbing causes, such as the past few 
months have produced, some excitement would at least have been called 
forth. But in Bhaugulpore, whenever an interruption has occurred to the 
general peace of the division, it has been, not from any disaffection on the 
part of the inhabitants, but from what may be called foreign causes ; and 
whenever the immediate cause of disturbance has passed away, the disturb¬ 
ance has passed away with it. Very great praise is due to the Commissioner 
of this division, Mr. Yule, to whose exertions and the universal support and 
sympathy which, his character and conduct have evoked, the general tran¬ 
quillity and security of this division are almost entirely to be attributed. 

For some considerable time, after the first outbreak of the mutinies, 
nothing noteworthy occurred in this division, except thp treacherous mur¬ 
der of Sir Norman Leslie at Rohnee, in the Sonthal Pergunnahs, nor did 
this seem to be any evidence of wide-spread disaffection amongst the troop¬ 
ers of the 5th Irregular Cavalry, hut rather to have been the result of some 
personal ill-feeling on the part of the three troopers who made the savage 
assault on their Officers, and who were discovered and brought to justice, 


PergunUe Juggut Pal, of Pit tor ia. 
l'taraik Hurry Singh, 

Emaum Bux Khan. 

Buraik Jhubboo Singh. 

Thakoor Bheem Singh. 

Churamnr Singh. 

Bichan Misser* 


Maharajah Juggernatitii Sahie Deo, of Chota 
Nagpore. 

f Lall Opendernath Sahie. 

His 3 Nephews, < Lall Mohendemath Sahie. 

( Lall Mokoamlnafh Sahie, 

I lie Cousi n Thakoor Judoouath Sab ie. 
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through the instrumentality of Emam Khan, the Woordie Major, and some 
of the troopers of the corps, the former obstinately declining the reward 
which had been offered for the apprehension of the perpetrators of the deed. 
A handsome sword was subsequently presented to him. 

The mutiny of the three regiments at Dinapore caused considerable 
alarm in the division, but all remained quiet. 

At the end of July, orders were sent up from the Supreme Government 
to disarm the 5th Irregulars at Bhaugulpora ■ but the Commissioner’s very 
strong remonstrances, made through me, prevented this step being taken, 
nor, though subsequent events proved that the major portion of the 
corps was disloyal, were the arguments of the Commissioner without a 
considerable show of reason, particularly those which urged the impossi¬ 
bility of simultaneously disarming the different small detachments scat¬ 
tered about the division, and the consequent danger that would arise to 
the Europane Officers at the various out-stations. 
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presence of European troops in his division unnecessary; hut now, looking 
to the importance of his position on the Ganges, and to the danger that 
might possibly arise from a mutiny of the 5th Irregulars and 32nd N. I., he 
thought it right to detain 100 men of EC M?s 5th Fusiliers at Bhaugulpore > 
as well as to send 50 to Monghyr, thereby allaying a panic which had 
previously prevailed at the latter place. 

On the 14th August, at midnight, the 5th Irregulars mutinied and left 
the station, without, however, doing any mischief. They moved off to 
liohnee, where they were joined by the detachment of their Regiment, 
and thence, (having extorted Rs. 12,000 from the inhabitants,) to Bowsee, 
which place they passed on the 16th. The 32nd N. I. refused to aid them, 
and by their fidelity saved the stations of Bowsee aud Deogliur. A. 
messenger, at the risk of his life, conveyed to Colonel Burney, at Bowsee, 
the intelligence of the mutiny, arriving just half ait hour before the 
troopers. He received a reward of Rs. 1000. The Authorities at Deoghur 
were similarly warned by a messenger, who walked eighty miles in thirty 
hours, and who was also rewarded. The Sowars, failing in their attempt 
to corrupt this regiment, proceeded Westward by very rapid marches. 

The. division in other respects remained tranquil, except from a little plunder¬ 
ing by the escaped convicts from Gya, whilst, on the Purneah side of the river 
uneasiness was felt from the proximity of the 73rd N. I. at Julpigoree. 

♦ The conduct of Baboo Shamalaviund Mookeijee at JNya Doomka was ■Mr 

deserving of much praise. Distrusting the Sowars of the 5th Irregulars at 
that station, he managed to send the treasure (Rs. 4,000) and the prisoners 
to Sooree. The acknowledgments of Government were communicated to 
him. Lieutenant Boddam, of the Artillery, whose name has been previously 
mentioned, received the special thanks of Government for the part taken by 
him in preserving order in the Southern district. 
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At this time the Commissioner recommended the enlistment of a body 
of Southals for Police purposes. This, under the sanction of the Supreme 
Government, has been carried out, and there is reason to believe that they 
will be a useful force, and that the policy of employing men from these tribes 
' will liav.e a favorable result. 

After the affair of the 5th Irregulars, nothing worthy of being recorded 
• \ occurred till the 9th October, when a detachment of the 32nd N. I.'suddenly 
broke out. into mutiny, murdered their Commanding Officer, lieutenant 
Cooper, and Mr. Ronald, the Assistant Commissioner, and having plundered 
the bazar,, marched off to Rohnee and thence to the Westward, following 
the same route as that taken by the 5th Irregulars.' 

Some of the circumstances attending this outbreak are worth record¬ 
ing as illustrating the unaccountable conduct which has on many occasions 
been displayed by the sepoys during the late outbreak. Lieutenants Cooper 
and Rannie and Mr. Ronald, the Assistant Commissioner, were all surprised 
in the same bungalow, which the sepoys completely surrounded. Lieutenant 
Cooper was au Officer, who implicitly trusted his men, was constantly with 
them in familiar intercourse/, and appeared to bo an object of sincere attach¬ 
ment. Mr. Ronald was an utter stranger to them ; whilst Lieutenant 
Rannie, though of course well known to the men, took no particular pains to 
please them, and, as I am informed, appeared in no way to be a favorite 
with them. Yet him they specially spared, calling out to him by name 
to come out of the bungalow, and allowing him to leave the place unmolest¬ 
ed, whilst they ruthlessly murdered their friend Lieutenant Cooper, and the 
stranger Mr. Ronald, of whom they could know nothing bad or good. 
Lieutenant Cooper was an Officer of great promise, and had received 
ray thanks for his judicious conduct on the occasion of Deoghur being 
threatened by the 5th Irregulars, when, in the absence of the Civil 
Authorities, he bad maintained confidence by opening the Cutcherry and 
carrying on the current duties. 

The Head Quarters of the 32nd N. I. had meanwhile marched 
from Bowse© to Baneegunge, and notwithstanding attempts made to tamper 
with them during the march, on arri ving at the latter place they quietly, 
and of their own accord, surrendered their arms. 

A 2nd detachment of the corps mutinied at Itampore Haul as has 
been elsewhere detailed. On reaching the Bhaugulpore division they 
followed in the footsteps of the 1st detachment, but without committing any 
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Some dacoities occurred in the neighbourhood of Deoghur in con¬ 
sequence of the unsettled state of affairs ; but order was -yery soon restored 
in this direction.. . " 

About the end of October sanction was given by the Supreme' Govern¬ 
ment to a scheme which originated with Mr. Kerry, an Indigo Planter in 
the Purneah district, who proposed to raise a corps of the Parbutteeas, 
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inhabiting the Morung, which divides our territories from Nepal. Mr. Kerry 
was requested to commence enlisting these men, and subsequently an 
Officer has been appointed to the charge of them, and an establishment sanc¬ 
tioned on the same scale as the Bengal Police Battalion. The experiment 
seems to promise to he very successful. Great scarcity prevailed in the 
Monghyr district, and in consequence there was an increase in the number of 
felonies, and this cause continued to operate for a considerable time. The 
stoppage of railway and other works consequent on the disturbances created 
extensive distress, and later in the' year and at the commencement of the 
present year, several deaths from starvation are said to have taken place. 
An increase of crime was naturally to be expected ; but this can only remotely 
be traced to the prevailing disturbances. 

Early in November I despatched 100 Sailors to Purneah for the protec¬ 
tion of that place in anticipation of the not improbable contingency of an 
outbreak at Julpigoree. 

These men, as will be seen in the sequel, under their gallant Com¬ 
mander, Captain Burbank, did most excellent and useful service. 

On the 24th November I telegraphed to Mr. Yule, the Commissioner, the 
intelligence of the mutiny at Chittagong, and on the following day 1 
announced the outbreak at Dacca, thinking it very possible that these events, 
the latter in particular, might bring matters to a crisis at Julpigoree, and thus 
affect the peace of the Purneah district. It was, of course, to be expected 
that the detachment which had escaped from Dacca would endeavour to 
make its way to the Head Quarters of its regiment. At Julpigoree were 
not only the 73rd N. I. but two Resallahs of the 11th Irregular Cavalry. 
What was expected actually happened ; the companies from Dacca marched 
straight for Julpigoree, but before they came near it the 11th Irregulars 
mutinied and went off in the direction of Purneah. Thus much is necessary 
to explain Mr. Yule’s movements, which will here be very briefly detailed. 
.Having summoned the detachment of H. M.’s 5th Fusiliers (50 men) from 
Monghyr (the services of the detachment at Bhaugulpore itself had been 
previously dispensed with) he left Bhaugulpore on the 29th November, and 
taking the 100 Sailors under Captain Burbank, he moved to Kissengomga as the 
point from which he could most readily and effectually act in any direction. 

With him followed all the Europeans in the division, Planters, Civil 
Officers, &c., well mounted and armed, forming a by no means insignificant 
body of most willing and cheerful volunteers. With remarkable energy he 
had collected not less than eighty elephants, and with his little army he was 
now ready for any tiling that might happen. 

On the 4th and 5th December two different detachments of the 11th 
mutinied, aud went off. On the 9th news readied Kissengunge that they had 
passed to the Southward of that place. Mr. Yule, putting his men on 
elephants, marched all night, accomplished the distance to Purneah (40 miles) 
before daylight, and met the sowar 3 , who were, leisurely marching into the 


place. They refused to face Ms force, and retired a few miles. The Commis¬ 
sioner followed, and on the morning of the 11th came up with them just as 
they were preparing to march. On this occasion they charged with a resolu¬ 
tion worthy of a better cause, some of them, and a -Ressaldar in particular, 
charging up to the steady little squares which forayed in admirable order to 
receive them, and falling dead on the bayonets, eighteen or twenty bodies were 
afterwards found on the held and in the-neighbouring jungle. Under cover of 
a heavy fog they now retired, carrying with them many wounded. One man 
was taken and hung. Not a single casualty occurred on our side. 

On the morning of the 12th the Commissioner, having received informa¬ 
tion that the sowars inteuded crossing the Koosee to Nath pore, started to 
intercept them, and in forty-five'hours accomplished the 50 miles to that 
place, including, the crossing of the Koosee with its numerous and extensive 
.quick-sands. Arrived here, and having-halted a few days, he learnt. that the 
•sowars had entered the Nepal Mprung, and were at Chutra, 86 iniles 
North of Nathpore, and as he had received an' express from Julpigoree, 
urgently requesting aid against .the Dacca mutineers, he- determined on 
moving-in that direction vid Kissengunge, which' (a distance of 64 miles) 
he reached in thirty-six hours;. and' on the 22nd December proceeded to 
Titalyah, and afterwards to a post recommended by the Julpigoree authorities 
between Silligoree and Punkabarec. Having waited here dill the 26th with¬ 
out further intelligence, lie determined on moving to Ohowa Ghaut on the 
Teesta. where the Dacca party were expected to cross. On nearing the Ghaut 
hemamebn sight of the .enemy’s encampment in a position unfavorable.for an 
attack; and withdrawing into the jungle, established his force on the path by 
which, as he was.told, the enemy must pass. They, however, evaded him at 
night, taking an unfrequented bye-path, and on the morning of the 28th he 
learned that they had crossed the Mahanuddee. and were making for the Dar¬ 
jeeling road. Mr. Yulo, : leaving his camp standing, took up a position on the 
road, and after waiting some hoars and seeing nothing of them, had just 
drdered liis men back to camp, when the rebels were seen crossing the road 
at a little distance off. So rapid was their rush across the small open- space 
from jungle to jungle that Mr. Yule’s advanced party had only* time to fire 
a volley which killed one straggler before they again disappeared in the 
jungle, and the pursuit, which Captain Burbank continued for two or three 
miles, was hopeless and unsuccessful. 

The fugitives having thus made good their escape into the forest, Mr. 
Yule moved parallel wjth-them on the outskirts to prevent their making 
any inroad into Purneah, reached the Koosee opposite Nathpore on the very 
same day that they formed a junction with the sowars at Ghuttra. 

'- An attack planned by Mr. Yule on the position at Chnttra, failed in 
consequence of the rebels making a sudden retreat across the Koosee at a 
most difficult ford, where, many of their horses, unable to reach the opposite 
bank, were abandoned. Major Richardson, who was watching the opposite 


bank lower down, was too late to intercept them, and indeed they were in a 
country where it was impossible for Cavalry to act with effect, and, as has 
been related in the Patna narrative, they now got off through the .Nepal 
Terai, and eventually made their way into Oude. 

The very greatest credit attaches to Mr. Yule for the manner in which 
his whole expedition was conducted. His own report of his proceedings, 
as furnished to Government, has been published, and the present slight sketch is 
intended not to give any adequate representation of Mr. Yule's services, 
but by an unembeilished detail to keep up the thread of the narrative. 
Circumstances over which he could have no control prevented him from 
giving the rebels the severe lesson they would have received had the attack 
on Chuttra succeeded; but in thus keeping his division free from all outrage, 
he did all and more than could have been expected with the means at his dis¬ 
posal. Very much of his success is attributable to the tact and judgment he 
evinced in collecting and maintaining the means of transport and supply for his 
little force, and much to the personal popularity which caused all assistance to 
he lent to him with so much alacrity and cheerfulness. I must not omit to 
mention the names of those to whom the Commissioner was greatly 
indebted for such assistance. These were Messrs. F. B. Drummond and 
Simson, of the Civil Service, Messrs. Wood and Braddon, Assistant Com¬ 
missioners, Mr. St. George, of the Railway, Mr. Alexander, Mr. G. Waller 
and his two sons, Messrs. F. and B, Waller, and Messrs. Burford and 
Cornish. 

Telanund Singh, of Bunnalee, and his co-sharer (a minor) supplied the 
Europeans most munificently and refused all payment. Mr. A. Forbes, of 
Sultanpore, was most liberal in his supplies, as were Meer Mahomed Tuckee, 
of Peeraha, Pertaub Singh through his manager, Mr. J. J. Cave, and Mr. D e 
Courcy. Rajah Ahmed Reza, of Sooryapore, and Mahomed Fyzbux, of Dhub- 
ailee, also gave great assistance with the utmost readiness, and the two 
petty Mussulman Millickdars of Arrooreea and Chuttergachee each pre¬ 
sented two fat cows for the use of the men. 

Since these occurrences Bhaugulpore has remained undisturbed, and 
nothing worthy of notice has been recorded. 


RAJSHAHYE DIVISION. 

The division of Rajshahye would in itself have given little cause for 
uneasiness during the recent disturbances. Its inhabitants are of a quiet 
peace-loving disposition, and for very many years past it has not been 
necessary to quarter a soldier in the division. It was only within a few 
months previous to the mutinies, that a native regiment was stationed at 
Julpigoree. in the Rungpore district, not, however, from any necessity for 
tho coercion of the inhabitants, but with, a view to the repression of inroads 
which seemed to be threatened by the Bliooteeas along the frontier. It is 
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sending intelligence of their movements to their comrades at Madargunge, 
who followed on the night of the 5th, and having formed a junction with 
the first party, the whole body made a hasty retreat out of the division 
and entered, as has been previously narrated, the Purueah district. On 
the 9th two sowars who had been captured were blowu away from 
guns in the presence of the 73rd, who evinced no sympathy with them. 
The Dacca companies meanwhile having crossed the Berhampooter, not 
very far from Bugwah Chant, murdering an unfortunate Burkundaz 
who attempted to oppose them, and entered the Iiungpore district on the 
30th November, and finding there was little hope of a successful advance 
on dulpigoree, they entered the Bhootan Frontier about the 8th Decem¬ 
ber. It was determined that an attack should be made on them here; 
and accordingly Captain Curzon moved out with a party of Europeans and 
Goorkhas, accompanied by the Joint Magistrate, Mr. Gordon, who had pre¬ 
viously made a personal reconnoisanee of the enemy's camp, and marching all 
night reached the neighbourhood of the enemy’s position before daylight on 
the morning of the 12th December, A dense fog and a want of accurate 
knowledge of the ground prevented their advancing for some time after dav 
had dawned, but as soon as the fog lifted, having got close bo the mutineers, they 
found them much more strongly posted than they expected. Advancing as ra¬ 
pidly as was possible across a belt of very heavy sand, and dashing through a 
rapid stream some four feet deep, they came in another wide belt of sand, where 
they were exposed without protection to the fire of the rebels, who were 
drawn up on the high perpendicular bank of a second stream, awaiting their 
approach. 

A surprise had been calculated on, but this had failed; the party under 
Captain Curzon was very small, and with the almost insurmountable obstacle 
in front, an advance would have been very rash and almost certain to end in 
disaster, and consequently after the exchange of a few shots, it was deter¬ 
mined that the attack should be abandoned, and the retirement was effected 
without any loss, except two men slightly wounded. 

The mutineers soon afterwards left this position, and as has been related 
in the narrative of the Bhaugulpore division, they crossed the Teesta on the 
26th of December, and effected their escape into the Nepal Terai. Mr. Gor¬ 
don used every effort to prevent their crossing ; but misled by false informa¬ 
tion, and deceived by the treachery of the Bhooteah Soobah of Mynagoree, 
who, whilst making all sorts of professions to that gentleman, was really 
lending all his aid to the sepoys, and with the difficulties to contend against 
Which, the country itself presented, covered as it was with dense jungle, he 
was unable to oppose any serious obstacle to their progress. 
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The Horrible Captain Ourzon’s proceedings have no doubt been applauded 
by the Military Authorities. His prompt descent from Darjeeling and 
subsequent vigilance and conduct probably saved Julpigoree fiora a. mutiny 
of the 73rd AT. I. Mr. Gordon has displayed a great deal of courage, zeal 
and energy, as well as discretion during a very critical period, and I have 
every reason to express satisfaction at his conduct. 

As soon as the news of the Dacca mutiny reached Calcutta, I lost no 
time in despatching 100 European Sailors with guns to each of the stations 
0 f Rungpore and Dinagepore. These proceeding vid Bugwah Ghaut (on the 
Burrampooter) reached these ■» stations on the loth and 20th December 
respectively, and I now felt no further anxiety for the division. 

Even had the 73rd- been disposed to rise, the force'at Julpigoree itself 
/was capable of putting down any disturbance there, whilst.the presence of 
these bodies of Europeans was sufficient to prevent any risk of attack on the 
' two stations at which they' were posted. \ . 

Anxiety was at first felt for the district of Pubna, as it was thought not 
• improbable that the Dacca mutineers might cross to Serajgunge cn rouit- 
to-the North West, and more particularly so with the prosp&ct ©'f,phindex\ 
which that rich and importan t mart held out. Mr. Ravetishaw, .the'Magistrate* t . 
sent a hasty summons - to all the Planters and other Europeans in- bib. district, 
which-was "most promptly responded to, and a well-mounted and equipped 
body of horsemen soon collected at the sudder station, and moved at once 
to Serajgtmge, where Mr. Barry had fortified his house, and with admail gun 
boat on the river was prepared to resist all coiners. Be had previously been 
furnished by Government with a couple of 3-lb. howitzers, with other arms 
and a supply of ammunition. My thanks were given to all the gentlemen 
who took part in this expedition,- and I highly approved - 0? the energy 
‘ displayed by Mr. Ravenshaw, who accompanied the party. The Commis¬ 
sioner of the division also brought to my notice the name of -Bejoy Govind 
Chowdry, Zemindar of Tautaparrah, who offered to place guards at his own 
expense between Dacca and Pubna to prevent the mutineers, from advancing 
on the latter place. This gentleman also received my warm acknowledg- 
. meuts for bis loyalty. ‘ 

In the Rangpore district the name of Ranee Surmonoye, Zemindar of 
Baharbund, was conspicuously mentioned as having given assistance and 
supplies - for the parties of Sailors on their arrival at Bugwah Ghaut. At a 
tifne when it was feared that Rungpore would be attacked by the mutineers,. ‘ 
Messrs. Feiitherston, Laugh and Proby had been entrusted with the treasure, 
which .they undertook to convey to .a place of safety. They recei ved subse¬ 
quently a reward of Rs. 500 each. 


Messrs. Smallwood, Hacwy, Stavensou, Dehaam, Kenny Junior, ShoiiS', Doyle, Dubois, Eldis, 


Saopin, Ferrier and Tripp, 


Iwi ■ 


m A' j - $$$ k 







liiii»€iiiMiSiiiii 


iM§§ii 


liiillii 


msm 


N-UDDEA DIVISION. 


The Nuddea division, if it has escaped the active disturbances, either 
foreign or internal, which have more or less unsettled the majority of the 
provinces of Bengal, has not been exempted from its own peculiar share of 
anxiety, but has been affected both directly and indirectly by the general 
disturbing causes,—directly by the presence in the neighbourhood of Calcutta 
ami of Moorshedabad of portions of the native army which has probably in 
most instances been the starting point of the panics, groundless as I have 
before said, and as 1 truly believe, but hardly perhaps unreasonable, to which 
the European portion of the inhabitants of Calcutta and other parts of the 
division have been frequently subject-indirectly by the constant arrival in 
Calcutta of large bodies of European troops, which has been the occasional 
source of inconvenience to the inhabitants of Calcutta generally, and to the 
native inhabitants in their turn a more intelligible source of panic, rendering 
necessary a large increase to the Police force. 

Nor must it be forgotten that it was in this division that the first symp¬ 
toms were displayed of the coming mutiny which was so soon to destroy the 
hitherto trusted army of Bengal. It has been from the two points in the divi¬ 
sion—Berhampore and Barrackpore—the one the Military Cantonment of 
Moorshedabad, the other the Head Quarters of the division which supplies the 
native guards for the town of Calcutta,—where these symptoms first showed 
themselves, that any apprehension has arisen, and in both cases was to be 
added the danger, such as it was, of the neighbourhood of large native cities, 
and in the case of Moorshedabad in particular, a large Mahomedan popula¬ 
tion, together with whatever prestige attached to the residence there of the 
descendant of the old rulers of Bengal. I must do the Nawab the justice to say 
that he has throughout conducted himself with the utmost loyalty, giving all 
the assistance in his power, and always showing himself ready to anticipate 
any requisition on the part of Government. 

In the portion of my narrative which refers to this division, it will be 
necessary for me to record hut very little ; the districts generally have been 
perfectly tranquil, and furnish little matter to remark upon. The events con¬ 
nected with the insubordination and punishment of the two Regiments, the 
19th and the 34th, do not come within my province, even had they not already 
been so fully discussed as to render all further notice unnecessary, and the 
same may he said of the disarming of the whole body of the native troops both 
at Barrackpore and Calcutta, and the raising of the body of European 
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As soon as the events at Meerut and Delhi became fully known, loyal 
addresses were presented by the various communities of Calcutta and the 
neighbourhood, and all classes showed themselves well affected to Govern¬ 
ment. The disarming of the native troops took place without any diffi¬ 
culty on the 14th June ; numbers of deserters from various sepoy regiments 
were said to be wandering about the different districts, but a strict enquiry 
showed that these reports were very much exaggerated. A complete list 
of such deserters was published, and served to allay the apprehension that 
had been felt. At Berhampore all was quiet up to the 23rd of June, though 
some seditious placards had been posted up in the city of Moorshedabad. 
On that day a panic occurred from an unfounded belief that the 63rd N. I. 
and the 11th Irregular Cavalry, which were stationed there, had mutinied. 
The Nawab lent his assistance to the Authorities, and the fears passed away. 
The feeling of confidence was secured by the despatch to Berhampore of 
detachments of H. M/s 84th and 2oth Regiments, of whom part were sent 
by steam to Alatolee, on the right bank of the Ganges, and thence con¬ 
veyed by elephants and carriages rapidly and secretly to their destination. 
Another part were sent up in break vans with four horses each, and 
notwithstanding the season, arrived speedily and unexpectedly at Berham¬ 
pore. In this too the Nawab lent his assistance by providing horses, ele¬ 
phants, &c. A plot was discovered amongst the men of the Nujeeb Guaixl 
at Jessore in which a jemadar and two sepoys were principally concerned. 
The jemadar was hung and the sepoys sentenced to transportation for 
life. Both these men committed suicide by hanging themselves in their 
cell the night before they were to have been sent away from the 
station. 

The Police was strengthened through the whole division, and more par¬ 
ticularly in the 24-Pergunnahs. 

Up to the end of July all was quiet. At Jingergatchea, near Jessore, a 
Police jemadar named Mahomed Ali had circulated a religious proclamation 
to the effect that the day of judgment was at hand. The Commissioner 
attached little importance to this foolish act, but further enquiries were 
directed to be set on foot. 

Various public buildings in Calcutta were at this time assigned for the 
use of European troops now shortly expected to arrive. An uneasy feelino- 
was abroad in consequence of a belief that very large purchases of arms had 
been made by natives, and that these arms were concealed in the city. On 
careful enquiry by the Commissioner of Police the reports were found to 
have been greatly exaggerated, though considerable sales had no doubt taken 
place ; the native gunsmiths voluntarily rendered their stock to the Com¬ 
missioner of Police, and all precautions were taken against any possible dan¬ 
ger that might arise during the approaching Mohurrum. 

Great alarms existed amongst the Mahomedan population regarding 
imaginary violent measures that were to be taken against them during their 
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festival. The Magistrates, as well as the influential Mussulman gentlemen, 
were requested to point out to them the groundlessness of these delusions. 

The news of the mutiny at Dinapore reached Calcutta at the end of 
July, and it was of obvious moment to disarm the 63rd Regiment N. I. 
and the 11th Irregular Cavalry, who were assuredly not to be trusted. 
II. M/s 90th Regiment were at this time on their way to the Upper Provinces, 
and a portion was allowed to make a temporary divergence for the purpose. 

The disarming was carried out without difficulty. The Cavalry exhi¬ 
bited a spirit of insubordination, and Were deprived of their horses as well 
as their arms. The Nawab also took this opportunity of disarming his own 
troops, which was done in a manner Very creditable to both the Nawab and 
the Governor General’s Agent. Subsequently, as our disarmed soldiers were 
reported to be making enquiries about arms in the city of Moorshedabad, 
it was determined that the city too should be disarmed, and the Magistrate 
was able to effect this without the aid of European troops. He seized a 
considerable number of wall and field pieces and 2,000 small arms. All this 
was done in the first few days of August. 

In Calcutta, the Bukr-Eed had passed off quietly, and there was no 
cause, for ^apprehension ; but it was found necessary to place a prohibition 
on tjre safe, of copper caps to natives by European firms, and thus to 
prevent them from being sent up country and disposed of to the mutineers. 

The Commissioner of Police was allowed, at his own suggestion, to have 
two field pieces placed in the Police compound, with a supply of ammunition, 
for the purpose of training Sailers. This has been found a most useful 
measure with reference to the parties of Sailors that have been sent to 
various stations, and the Commissioner has been constantly able to furnish 
men - with some training in the use of Artillery for these Marine Brigades. 
During the month of August, and indeed at various other times since that 
period, reports were in circulation that large bodies of up country natives 
were coming down towards Calcutta, both in boats and by land. The 
reports, on enquiry, were always found to be grossly exaggerated. As a 
precautionary measure an establishment was allowed for the purpose of 
searching all boats, and the Police at the entrance of the Bhaugeeruttee 
river was strengthened. In Calcutta itself an addition of 60 men was made 
to the European Police. The Mohurrtun, which took place at. the end of 
August, passed off more quietly tiian usual. An address was subsequently 
. 'presented by the leading Mahomedans, thanking Government for the means 
whioli had been taken to preserve order ; but no doubt a great part Of the 
credit is duo to the population themselves, who endeavoured to prove their 
loyalty by their moderation on the occasion. 

In parts of the Jcssore districts some sort of panic seemed to exist. 
In September one hundred stand of arms were sent for distribution amongst 
the Planters in that district. Various arrests of followers of the King of 
Dude at Baraset and elsewhere took place during this month, as well as at 


other times both previous and subsequent, but I need do no more- than 
allude to this. 

Early in October the Commissioner of the division was authorized to 
raise one hundred men for Police purposes at the sudder station of each 
district. By the end of October and beginning of November considerable 
bodies of European troops bad begun to arrive, and a temporary increase to the 
European Polite Constables became necessary 

In this month, at the representation of the Superintendent of the Alli- 
pore Jail, a European guard was sanctioned, and the disarmed native guard, 
hitherto furnished by the Calcutta Militia, wa3 altogether withdrawn. 

I have before alluded to the disturbances caused by the arrival of large 
bodies of European troops in Calcutta. I may pass over these without 
lengthened detail, mentioning that the Commissioner of the district reported 
that the troops stationed at Barrackpore were creating a very uneasy feeling 
amongst the respectable natives by entering zenanas and insulting the 
females, &c\, whilst in Calcutta some serious affrays took place. On the night 
of the 29th of November in particular, a fight in the Bow Bazar between 
several hundreds of Soldiers and Sailors, in which the recently organized 
Marine Police proved very useful. Again, on the night of December 2nd, 
an affray took place in which a Police Inspector was severely injured. The 
Grand Jury of the Supreme Court afterwards made a presentment on the sub¬ 
ject. It was no doubt difficult to exercise an efficient control over the troops, 
scattered as they were over the whole town, at intervals of miles ; the facilities 
for procuring liquor was also very great. Under the orders of the Governor 
General in Council all possible means were taken to lessen the latter 1 evil. 
The Commissioner of Police caused all liquor shops to be closed at 5 P. m,, 
whilst the Military authorities opened a temporary place of amusement in 
a central position, where books and papers were provided for the men, and 
good and wholesome liquor was obtainable. Whilst I am on this subject, I 
must mention that as late as in the first week of May 1858, very serious 
disturbances have occurred in the town; these have been caused by the 
recruits for the Hon’ble Company’s Cavalry who have recently arrived in 
India, and it has even been necessary to have a large mounted patrol on 
duty every night. The recruits have now all left Calcutta, and order has 
been consequently restored. 

Assaults by Europeans on the native (disarmed) sentries at the gates of 
Government House had about this time become almost nightly occurrences, 
and to prevent them a European Serjeant was obliged to bo constantly 
patrolling. At the end of December some uneasiness was felt at Berhampore 
on account of the sepoys at the station, who were supposed to be plotting. 
I therefore despatched a party of 100 European Sailors to that station. 

At the beginning of February, an intonse panic was said to have seized on 
the artisans and native servants in Calcutta, who expected to be forcibly seized 
and sent to the Upper Provinces. This may not improbably have arisen from the 
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impressment bill passed about that time, which, however, it was never 
intended to enforce in Calcutta or its neighbourhood. * 

It having been reported that some sepoys, who after a short imprison¬ 
ment had been released from the Allipore jail, were being entertained as 
lattials, means were taken to prevent a recurrence of this. 

On the 2nd March occurred one of the almostinexplicable panics to 
which Calcutta has been from tipie to time exposed.' It was, I believe, 
represented to the Horfble the President in Council that. an. attempt-.was to 
be made to arm the guard which in the course of the usual monthly relief 
would march down from Barrack pore to Calcutta. A house was indicated 
(that of the Nawab of Chitpore) where the arms were said to be concealed. 
Under Mr. Bonn’s orders, the. march of the guard was stopped, and a 
strict search was made in the house named; but I understand that no trace 
of the arms could.be discovered, arid that the whole story was' subsequently- 
discredited.. 

As the anniversaries of the outbreak of 1857 approached, rumours of 
various kinds were set afloat, and., considerable uneasiness was felt in this 
and other divisions, in consequence of the report which has been elsewhere 
noticed ; of. the “ something white” which after a certain fixed time was not to 
be obtainable. Enquiries were made ad to the origin and object of this 
rumour; but I,have no-reason to apprehend any interruption to the peace 
in this or any of the, neighbouring districts and divisions* 

1 must not omit this opportunity of recording my high estimation of 
the singular services rendered by Mr. Wauchope, Commissioner of Police 
for Calcutta. He and his staff have always been’ indefatigable in their 
exertions to preserve order. \ He has given constant and most valuable assist¬ 
ance in the .entertainment and training of men for the Marine Brigades, 
His information as to suspicious characters has' always been most full and 
accurate, and - jn'all respects I Consider him a peculiarly, efficient, and most 
valuable\Offiber. .• - V V 




. ' v BTJRDWAN DIVISION. 

What has been said of the Nuddea division will also, in a\ great mea¬ 
sure, apply to the Burdwan division. It has been quite free from any dis¬ 
turbance, though, ithas not altogether escaped the apprehension of danger.. 
For a long- time the Shekawattee Battalion was a fruitful, and considering its 
composition, a n.ot unreasonable source of apprehension to the residents, and 
inhabitants of Midnapore and Bancoorah, whilst the but lately tranquillized 
Sonthal. Pergunnabs, and the still-unsettled Chofa. Nag-pore-districts, border¬ 
ing as they do two sides of this division, afforded also reasonable cause for 
. anxiety apd. uneasiness. . . 

The maim stay of the division, Rattray’s Police Battalion, which-had been 
expressly raised for service ia the' Sonthal Pergunnabs,- was, owing to the 
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exigencies of the crisis, early moved away to a distant division, and, for a 
considerable period, the only defence against any possible rise of the Sonthals 
was the Shekawatfcee Battalion, itself, as I have said, suspected of a disloyal 
spirit. No outbreak has, however, occurred, and as respects the Shekavvattee 
Battalion, it has not only remained faithful to the state, but has done very 
good service in the Chota Nagpore division, at a time when no other troops 
could be spared, and when any, even wavering, on its part, would have had a 
very prejudicial effect. 

The division has throughout been perfectly tranquil, and I have never 
had the slightest grounds for anticipating any disloyalty on the part of the 
inhabitants. 

I need hardly add that almost all the troops intended for the Upper 
Provinces have passed through this division; but the arrangements at 
Raneeguhge, which have so much facilitated the onward movement of these 
troops, will he more particularly alluded to hereafter. As was to be expected, 
as soon as the general nature of the mutiny became apparent, suspicions 
besran to be entertained of the Shekawattee Battalion which was then sta- 
tioned at Midnapore. A Police Burkundaz was even found tampering with 
the sepoys, and endeavouring to excite them to mutiny; but neither then nor 
subsequently has the regiment itself, as far as I know, been proved to have 
displayed any symptoms of disaffection, nor does the case of the two sepoys 
who made a murderous attack on some of their comrades, and who were 
released at the intercession of the Commanding OtSeer, and of the regiment 
generally, form any exception to this statement, 

• In the Hooghly district the landholders and others presented a petition, 
complaining of the inefficiency and cowardice of the Police Burkundazes, and 
begging that the bolder class of lattiais might be entertained. The experiment 
on a small scale was sanctioned at the suclder station of Hooghly, with an in¬ 
tention of extending it, should it turn out successful ; and wuilst T am on the 
subject X may add, though the circumstance belongs to a later period, that 
Mr. Hodgson Pratt, who has been officiating for some months past as Magis 
trate of XIooghly, has succeeded in obtaining the services of a considerable 
body of Native Christians, who appear likely to be good and useful men. 

At Beerbhoom the Judge distrusted the sowars attached to the Bengal 
Police Battalion who, whilst the Infantry were all Seikhs, were chiefly up- 
country Hindustanees, recruited in the neighbourhood of Delhi and 
.Puttygliur. Captain Rattray, Commanding the Battalion, and Mr. Baker, 
Commandant of Cavalry, were both consulted on the subject of disarming these 
men, and both replied that means were always at hand of coercing them, and 
that this measure did not then seem desirable. They were, however, subsequent¬ 
ly disarmed without any trouble {but after they had left Sooree), and again 
received back their arms, as lias been related in a previous part ot the narrative, 
on giving decisive proof of their loyalty. 
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increased by the close neighbourhood of the Chota Na< 


fear of outbreak amongst the Cbooars and Sontn 
about Bancoorah. The distrust, however, of the 
have passed away, and in October, when increased fears of an outbreak 
the Sonthals seemed to he entertained, a wing of the Shekawattees v 
welcomed at Bancoorah. and served to allay the anxiety that was felt, 
is not necessary to record the recurrence of mere apprehensions, it ist/s 
to repeat that neither then nor at any other time since, 
apprehensions either about the sepoys or the frontier tribes 1 
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realized. 

At-the end of August large numbers of up-country men were said to . 
have come into the Hooghly district ; on enquiry these were found to be 
chiefly Behar men seeking service in Calcutta. 

The Magistrate was, however, directed to exercise all vigilance 


ing any ■ movements of the kind. Throughout the division escaped 
victs from Chota Nagpore were from time to time arrested. 



At the time of the Bukr 
at Beerbhoom mad 

which they received the approbation of Government. 

E 11 September the Supreme Government gave not.ioe of their intention 
of establishing a temporary cantonment at Raneegurige. 

Towards the end of October confidence was so far restored that the 
Magistrate at Bancoorah proposed to dismiss an extra establishment of 
Burk undazes which he had been allowed to entertain. 

Soon after this the Shekawattee Battalion, whose services were urgently 
required in the Chota Nagpore division, left Midnapore, and in the end of 
November, the Commissioner having reported that some disturbance 
amongst the Sonthals was likely to arise, I determined on sending a Marine 
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Brigade of one hundred xnen to Midnapore. These men left Calcutta on 
the 3rd December. Subsequently, on their services being urgently- required 
in Singblioom, a second body of one hundred men was sent to take their 
place. 


Nothing further worth recording seems to have occurred in this divi¬ 
sion. Loyal addresses were from time to time presented, in particular, 
one from the principal inhabitants of Ookhrah, transmitted by the 
.Tndo-e of Beerbhoom, who was directed to return my acknowledg¬ 


ments. ' . ■bb-'t-.'-b.'- 1 : ’ ;■ .' *, 

The Commissioner also brought to my notice the services rendered and 

the offers of assistance made by the Rajah of Burdwan, and I desired that 
my approval might be conveyed to the Rajah.. • . 
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undoubted antipathy to the sepoys was sufficient to prevent their lending 
them any aid or assistance, and I am also bound to say that neither before 
nor .since the breaking loose of the Dacca detachment, have they by any 
overt act shown a want of loyalty. I could not, however, but feel consider¬ 
able apprehension for the tranquillity of these districts, and the more so 
from the extreme difficulty that presented itself in the way of sending any 
assistance to the authorities. Unlike most other divisions of Bengal, where 
in case of any outbreak a temporary divergence of troops intended for the 
Upper Provinces was sufficient either altogether to prevent any outbreak, or 
at least to avert the more serious consequences; this part of the country 
was, I need hardly say, far removed from any possible resource of this kind ; 
all despatch of aid must, thorefore, be quite independent of any other move- 
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ment, whilst the only means of despatch was by a circuitous water route, 
and that too at a time when steamers could be ill spared. The Governor 
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General, however, convinced of the urgent necessity for maintaining tran¬ 
quillity in our Eastern provinces, despatched a body of 100 Sailors from 
the II. C. S. Zenobia with two armed pinnaces ; and the presence of these 
men prevented any serious consequences that would have been otherwise 
certain to arise from the mutinous outbreak which afterwards occurred, and 
which, but for their presence, would probably have happened at an earlier 
and more embarrassing time, and I need hardly say, been attended with 
much more serious consequences. 

The districts of Sylhet and Cachar were calculated to give still graver 
cause for apprehension, not only on account of their greater distance 
from relief, but also from their geographical position in our extreme East¬ 
ern Frontier, with no barrier between it and Burmah, but the small indepen¬ 
dent territory of Munneepore, which, powerless in itself to resist any invasion, 
was sure to be an indirect source of trouble and annoyance in the event 
of any weakening in our prestige, since for years past, whenever an oppor¬ 
tunity has offered, Cachar has been the starting point for a revolutionary 
attack on Munneepore ; and indeed that portion of the mutinous 34th 
detachment, which reached Cachar, was immediately joined by some one or 
other of the pretenders to the Rajahship of Munneepore with a small following, 
which on the slightest prospect of success would rapidly have increased. - 
In short, had not the Sylhet Light Infantry displaced an almost unhoped 
for loyalty, and mbveover, a very distinguished gallantry, the Eastern districts 
would have been utterly disorganized for an indefinite time, and even spp* • ‘ ' 

posing troops to be available, there would have been most serious difficulty • ' 
% in restoring.matters to their original state of tranquillity. 

Mr. Allen, of the Sudder Board of Revenue, had been deputed to Chemi • 
Poonjee some months before the commencement of any disturbances, and \ 

I found it advisable to place the Eastern Frontier temporarily Under In’s .. '■■■ 
control, a measure which has been very successful. 
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Tlia station sboth of Dacca and Chittagong were early subjected to 
panics arising from the presence of the sepoys; but in the first case, the 
arrival of the Marine Brigade, with the two armed pinnaces before alluded to, 
bad restored confidence, whilst the judicious measures of Mr. Chapman, the 
Officiating Commissioner of Chittagong, seemed to have restored confidence 
to that station as well as to Tipperali, which had also been subject to the 
prevailing uneasiness. The detachment too of the 34th N. I. appeared 
to have given an earnest of loyalty by a voluntary offer to make use of the 
obnoxious Enfield cartridge, and for some months the whole division remained 
perfectly tranquil. 

In the Dacca district meanwhile some uneasiness was caused on the 
score of a sect of Mussulmans somewhat similar to the Ferazees, under the 
alleged leadership of one Keramut Alii, who was said to be identical with 
a well-known Moullah of that name in the Juanpore district; but the identity 
seems never to have been clearly established, and the excitement, whatever it 
was, subsided without any outbreak. 

In July an increase to the Police of .the city was sanctioned, and in 
August confidence was still further restored by the enrolment of the European 
residents as Volunteers, the Supreme Government having thankfully accept¬ 
ed their services. 

Mr. Allen reported from the Khosyah Hills, that exaggerated rumours 
of the fall of the British power had caused some excitement amongst the Hill 
Chiefs, and shortly afterwards the ex-Raj ah of Jynteah (which adjoins the 
Khosyah Hills) was found to be intriguing with the Cherra Chiefs, with a 
view to the recovery of his lost possessions. The Commissioner was directed 
to seize him if possible and send him to Calcutta; but on Mr. Allen’s repre¬ 
sentation that this would be making the Rajah and the whole proceedings of 
more importance than they deserved, he was directed to act on his own judg¬ 
ment in the matter, and the Rajah was ordered to reside in Sylhet under the 
eye of the authorities. 

At Sylhet itself the detachment of the Sylhet Light Infantry was 
increased in anticipation of the approaching Mussulman festival, which, 
however, here, as elsewhere, passed over without the slightest disturbance. 

It was at this time, the latter end of August, that the districts of Sylhet 
and Cachar were placed under Mr. Allen. 

At the end of August, in the regular course of things, a detachment shoul d 
have btjen sent from Julpigoree to relieve the two companies at Dacca; but as 
this would temporarily have doubled the strength of the sepoys there, and as it 
was not advisable at this time to move bodies of native troops about the 
country, the relief was postponed for the present, and the Supreme Government 
approved of this. Some uneasiness was shown by the sepoys on receipt of in¬ 
telligence that a man. of their regiment had been sentenced aud shot at Julpi- 
goree, but (here appeared to be no disloyal feeling. Fears for the approaching 
Mohurrum were entertained at Backergungc, and at a meeting of the resi- 
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deuts it was determined to raise private funds and engage a body of 306 men, 
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composed of Mughs, Native Christians, &c., for the defence of the dis¬ 
trict and in the mean time Government was requested to undertake the 
expense. A reference was on this made to the Government of India, for 
permission to raise such a body, limited to 200 men, at each sadder station, 
as part of a comprehensive scheme, which should embrace all the districts 
of Bengal, and this was subsequently sanctioned. In Backergunge at this 
time it appeared especially needful, in consequence of the turbulence and 
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contempt of authority habitually evinced by the people. 
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The Dacca Volunteers made an offer at this time to escort the treasure 
from the different out-stations to Dacca; but arrangements for this had 
already been made by the local authorities, and the offer Was declined With 
thanlts. 

A body of 100 Sailors intended for service in Assam arrived about the 
17th of September at Dacca, where they evinced a mutinous spirit, and wished 
to decline proceeding any further. The firmness of Mr. C. Carnac, the 
Magistrate, and of Lieutenant Lewis, Commanding the detachment of the 
Indian Navy at that station, soon reduced them to obedience ; two men deser¬ 
ted, the remainder proceeded without further remonstrance. I directed the 
Commissioner to convey my approbation to Khazeh Abdool Guniiee and 
Abdool Ahtnud Khan, two Mahomedan gentlemen, who had given ready 
aid to Government. 

On the 24th October, Mr. Carnao reported that there was an uneasy 
feeling amongst the sepoys; this, however, seemed to arise from reports which 
had been industriously circulated amongst them that it was intended to dis¬ 
arm them, and on his explanation that no intention of the kind was enter¬ 
tained, the excitement subsided. 

In the Chittagong division every thing seemed perfectly tranquil. 

In August, thirty percussion muskets with ammunition were sent to the 
Magistrate of Noacolly . At Chittagong itself the Officiating Commission¬ 
er was, during the month of September, taking steps to raise the Station 
Guard, which had been sanctioned, and this tended to add to the growing 
confidence. He was also collecting elephants for the Government service. 
Mr. Couijon, a large landed proprietor in Tipperah, proposed to make over 
to Government four or five trained elephants on the condition that an equal 
number of those to be hereafter caught should be given him in exchange. 
His liberality was suitably acknowledged. 

Thus matters remained in these two divisions, till the night of the 
18th November, when, without any previous notice, the three companies of 
the 34th N. I. broke into open mutiny, plundered the treasury, leaving. 
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however, the stamps and records untouched ; broke open the jail, and murdered 
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a Burkundaz who attempted to resist them, released the prisoners, whom 
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they pressed as coolies to carry the treasure and ammunition, and having 
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burned down their own lines and the magazine, marched out of the station, 
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taking with them three Government elephants, without attempting any injury 
to the lives or property of the European residents, who were completely 
unprepared for the event. ' 

It was at first expected that they would proceed at once to Comillah, 
the stidder station of the Tipperah district; but they sooh diverged from 
the. road towards that place, and turned into the jungles and hills of In-, 
dependent Tipperah. At Cotnillali all the precautions that circumstances 
admitted of were taken; the ladies and children were sent off to Dacca, 
whither also the treasure was conveyed, whilst Mr. Metcalfe, the Judge, 
and Mr. Sandford, the Assistant Magistrate, remained behind at the station 
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with a view to reassuring the minds of the native inhabitants (the other Civil 
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Officers w^rc at the time absent in the district). The Rajah of Tipperah 
was at h4ie same time directed to use every means in his power to prevent 
the onward movements of the mutineers. 

On the evening of the 21st November, an express, conveying the intelli¬ 
gence of what had occurred, reached the authorities at Dacca. At a meeting 
of the Officers, Civil and Military, including Lieutenant Lewis, it was, after 


some discussion, unanimously decided that the sepoys must be disarmed. 
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According!), the Seamen under Lieutenant Lewis and Volunteers assem¬ 
bled at day light the next morning, and having disarmed the different guards 
in succession, and without any attempt at resistance, they advanced on the 
lines, which were situated iii a strong position at a place called the LalL 
Baugh. Here they found the sepoys and a detail of Native Artillery, with 
two guns, drawn up, ready to receive them * as the party advanced, fire was 
opened upon them, and a sharp engagement, lasting for half an hour, ensued; 
It is sufficient to say that the sepoys were driven out of their barracks, and 
the guns carried with great gallantry. The rebels left 41 dead on the ground, 
whilst three were drowned in attempting to cross the river, and a large 
number were more or less severely wounded ; nor was the victory unattended 
by loss on our side, 15 were severely and three slightly wounded. Of the 
former three died of their wounds. Dr. Green, Civil Surgeon, who In the 
absence of other medical aid attended the attacking party, was shot through 
the thigh, and Lieutenant Lewis also received a slight wound. 

-The Volunteers had been left in charge of the treasury, and of the dis¬ 
armed men "of the different guards, a few of whom effected their escape, 
though without their arms, through a window which had been overlooked iii 
the building in which they were confined, twenty prisoners were subse¬ 
quently taken, ten of whom were sentenced to be hung, the remainder 
to transportation for life, The maitt'body, thoroughly panic-stricken, made a' 
hasty retreat from the division, passed by the stations of Jummalpore and 
Mymensingh without attempting any attack, and reaching the Berhampooter, 
crossed, as has been previously related; near Bugwab Glxaufe’ aud entered the dis¬ 
trict of Iiungpore. The intelligence of these separate outbreaks reached Calcutta 
on the same day, and immediate measures Were taken to prevent, as far as pos- 
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sible, any further mischief. The Governor General at once consented to the 
despatch of a body of European troops, and as soon as a steamer and flat 
could be prepared, three companies of H. M.’s 54th were sent off to Dacca to 
act as circumstances should dictate. With them went a party of European 
Seamen, and a second party followed the next day. These were intended ulti¬ 
mately for the two stations of Rungpore and Dinagepore, but were in the 
meantime to act as should seem must desirable. With the detachment of 
the 54th I despatched Mr. G. H. Campbell, of the Civil Service, an Officer 
who was well acquainted with the Eastern provinces. Mr. A. Abercrombie, 
C S., also accompanied the Sailors till they landed at Bugwah Ghaut 
en rouie for their destination. 

The Chittagong mutineers having, as has been related, entered the hills 
and jungles of Independent Tipperah, remained there for some days, taking 
short marches in a general North-Westerly direction, which would eventually 
bring them into the Sylhet district, whence they might either march direct 
upon the station of Sylhet, or choose a Westerly or Easterly course, in the first 
case crossing a branch of the Megnainto the Mymensingh district and follow¬ 
ing in the direction taken by the companies of the 73rd, make their escape 
into the Rajshahye division ; in the second, skirting along the edge of the 
jungle, pass into Cachar, and thence attempt to reach Munneepore; and this last 
course they eventually took. There can be little doubt that they hoped and 
expected to be joined by the greater part of the Sylhet Light Infantry 
Battalion. 

By a lavish expenditure of the treasure they had with them, they ma¬ 
naged to procure supplies as well as the assistance of some of the hill tribes, 
who acted as guides and pioneers. Apprehensions were still entertained at 
Chittagong, as it was feared that the rebels might return and plunder the sta¬ 
tion, aud similar apprehension was felt at the station of Comillah, in the near 
neighbourhood of which they remained for some days. 

The Commissioner took all means in his power for the defence of the 
station; the ladies and children were sent on board vessels in the port, whilst 
a temporary fortification was erected for the protection of the male Christian 
inhabitants, who formed themselves into a Volunteer Corps. The Commis¬ 
sioner very strongly noticed the good feeling and loyalty displayed by the 
native population. A party of 100 Seamen were, as soon as possible, des¬ 
patched from Calcutta, for the further defence of the place. At Comillah 
the courageous attitude assumed by the Civilians had great effect in reas¬ 
suring the minds of the natives. Many of the liberated prisoners and Some 
small portion of the plundered treasure were captured in the Tipperah 
district.* 

The detachment of H. M.’s 54th having reached Dacca, left the Seamen 
to proceed to their destination in the Rungpore and Dinagepore districts, 

■ Nearly all the prisoners have since been re-captured, and a considerable amount of treasure 
reco .'ered, amounting in all to between 40,000 aud 50,000 Rupees. 
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(and had the mutineers eventually determined on taking the Westerly roii|e 
above described, these Marine Brigades would have crossed and intercepted, 
their line of march,) whilst they themselves left Dacca on the.4th -Decern- : 
her in the steamer and fiat, with an intention of proceeding up the Megna ' % 
and the Soormah to Sylhet, and thus anticipating the arrival of thernuti- - 
rieers at that place, for which they were then appeared'to be making, or 
supposing them to take the Western route, the detachment would still be in 
a position to cut them, off, should they not yet have crossed, or if otherwise, 
pursue them on theWesterh bank. On the 8th December they reached 
Lukhve, oh thh Eastern bank of. the Soonnah, and here finding that a fur- 
ther advance by water was impracticable, the force landed and proceeded by 
land towards Sylhet. 

In the meantime reliable information had been received that the muti¬ 


neers had at length left the jungles, and on the 13fcli December had entered 
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Mr. Allen, who was now at Sylhet with the Head Quarters of the 
Sylhet. Light Infantry, determined on intercepting them on the route they 
were now evidently taking towards Cacharand Munneepore. Accordingly, on 
the 15th, Major Byng, who was co mmanding the Battalion, started with the 
Head Quarters for Pertabghur, a distance of 80 miles from Sylhet, which 
they accomplished in thirty-six hours, reaching the place on the 17th. Here 
Mr. Dodd, Civil Engineer, who accompanied the force for the purpose of pro¬ 
curing information, found that the rebels had taken another route, aiid would 
reach Latoo, which was at a distance of 2S miles from Pertabghur, during 
the next night or on the following morning. It was at once determined to 
make a night march on that place, which—-notwithstanding the long forced 
march which had been already taken and the difficulties which the route 
to Latoo presented—was accomplished by the men with the utmost cheerful¬ 
ness, and as they marched into Latoo at daybreak in the morning, they 
were met with the intelligence that the enemy were close at hand. They 
had barely time to form, when the mutineers came in sight, advancing in 
good order. A smart action took place, in which the rebels were .entirely 
discomfited and fled into the jungles, leaving 2G dead in the field, and carry¬ 
ing off a number of wounded. On our side the numerical loss was compara¬ 
tively small, consisting of five killed and one severely wounded ; but amongst 
the former we had to lament the loss of the Ilon’blc Major Byng, who was 
mortally wounded early in the action, whilst most gallantly leading on his 
men, and died immediately. Lieutenant Shexer, the Adjutant of the Batta¬ 
lion, assumed the command, and brought the action to a successful termination. 
The behaviour of the men on this occasion was admirable. A detachment, 
numbering not more than 155, met and defeated a body of certainly not less . 
than 20b- The rebel sepoys, by solicitations and taunts, tried all in their . 
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power to pervert the Hindustanees who formed half of the small force j but 
they were only answered by a steady fire. 
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A Goorkba Jemadar, named Gunga Ram Bhist, was especially named for 
the distinguished gallantry displayed by him in the action, and the Commis¬ 
sioner subsequently brought to notice the conduct of a Goovkha named 
So'obban Khuttree, a pensioner, who accompanied his former comrades into the 
field; he fell mortally wounded in a hand-to-hand fight. His daughter has 
since been pensioned. 

A Havildar, who was taken prisoner, was tried by drum-head court mar¬ 
tial, and shot immediately after the action. Lieutenant Sherer and Mr. Dodd 
both received the thanks of Government for the services they had rendered, 
and the judicious arrangements of Mr. Allen were highly commended. 

The Head Quarters of the Battalion soon afterwards returned to Sylhet, 
as pursuit through the jungles would have been hopeless; but detachments 
were so posted as to intercept the march of the mutineers towards Munnee- 
pore. 

Two Munneepore spies, who had given valuable information to Mr. 
Dodd, received each a hundred Rupees. 

After the return of the Head Quarters of the Battalion to Sylhet, the 
Jemadar Gunga Ram Bhist, who has been noticed above, was sent with sixteen 
men in pursuit of a body of ten mutineers Who were known to be concealed 
in the jungle near Latoo. He surprised this party, and killed eight of them. 

The main body of the rebels were found to be moving to the Eastward, and 
by the 23rd December had entered the Caehar district. On that day Lieute¬ 
nant Ross attacked them successfully with a detachment of the Sylhet Light 
Infantry, inflicting considerable loss on them, and on the following day he 
again Carre up with them j but on this occasion they fled precipitately into t he 
deep jungle, where it was impossible to lollow them with any chance of 
success. 

Early in January Mr Allen was able to dispense with the services of 
the companies of H. M/s 54th Regiment, who were ordered to Dacca, there 
to await further instructions. 

This detachment, though they had no opportunity of meeting the rebels, 
yet did good service in the district, and not only prevented the mutineers 
from making their escape to the Westward, but forced them into the 
position where they were subsequently attacked and defeated. Colonel 
Micheli, with the officers and men of his detachment, have received from the 
Government thanks and acknowledgments for the service rendered by 
them. I hare already mentioned that they were accompanied by Mr. Camp¬ 
bell, whose assistance on every occasion was warmly acknowledged by Colonel 
Micheli. 

Captain Stevens, who, on the death of Major Byng, had assumed com¬ 
mand of the Sylhet Battalion, had, in the meantime, moved into Caehar. 

Nowithstanding the defeats they had suffered, there was still a consider¬ 
able body of rebels who kept together, and were by degrees making their way 
through the jungle to the extreme Eastern boundary of the district, with the 


persistent object of proceeding into Munneepore, and these had now been join¬ 
ed by some Munneepore princes, pretenders to the Raj, with a few followers. 

On the 12th January they bad taken up a position near the direct road 
to Munneepore, not far from the village of Suckeapore, which it was their in¬ 
tention to plunder. They opened fire on a party under Lieutenant Burst, of the 
Sylhet Battalion, who had approached their posit ion; he immediately advanc¬ 
ed against them, whilst a second and third party, under Captain Stevens and 
Lieutenant Ross, made a simultaneous attack. The rebels fought with obstinacy 
for about an hour and a half, when they fled, leaving 17 dead; the loss on our 
side was two killed and two wounded. This defeat had the effect of detaching 
their Muim-eepooree allies. 

Captain Stevens gratefully acknowledged the assistance he had received 
from Assistant Surgeon Sliircore, who had made himself most useful in ob¬ 
taining intelligence. 

A part of the Kookee Levy was present at this engagement, and vied 
with the sepoys in courage and devotion. 

Again, on the 22nd of January, Captain Stevens surprised a party of the 
rebels, numbering about 40, of whom 10 were killed on the spot, whilst the 
rest fled, leaving their arms, cookir'g pots, and even their clothes. 

On the 26th, a party of 20 men under Jemadar Buggutbeer Singh, of the 
Sylhet Light Infantry, were detached against what was believed to be a small 
body of the mutineers, but which was found to number from 40 to 50 in a 
strong position on a hill. Again were they defeated by this small detach¬ 
ment, leaving 13 dead. .... 

They were now completely disorganized and dispirited ; numbers had : been 
killed by Kookee scouts who had been offered a reward for every sepoy killed 
by them. One petty Chief, by name Manjihow, had accounted' for 
not. less than twelve of them. Others had been brought in prisoners, as 
well as some women and children who accompanied them. The remainder 
were in a state of suffering which it is painful to record, and were-even said, 
in some instances, to have destroyed their children rather, than see them 
starve. Some men were found dead iti the jungle from actual starvation, 
and to be brief, of the three companies which left Chittagong, not more 
than three or four men are believed to have escaped death or capture. 

Considerable sums of money were recovered both in Sylhet and Caehar; 
but these are included in the rough estimate which I before gave of the 
recovered treasure. The women and children taken prisoners have since 
been released, with permission to retire to their homes. 

The services rendered by the Officers and Men of the Sylhet Light 
Infantry engaged in these operations, have received my frequent acknowledg¬ 
ments. Nothing could exceed the loyalty of the men and native officers 5 
and 1 have had great pleasure in forwarding to the Supreme Government the 
recommendations of Mr. Allen for a substantial reward to this most deserving 
Regiment. I have recorded my approbation of the proceedings of Lieutenant 
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Stewart, who at a trying time conducted matters in Cachar to my entire 
satisfaction. Lieutenant Stewart brought to the notice of Government the 
valuable assistance r endered by the Manager of the Cachar Tea Company, 
Mr. James Davidson, who gave very valuable information during the time 
the mutineers were iu the jungles. The scouts employed were, chiefly, 
from a village in his grant, and acted under his directions. My acknow¬ 
ledgments were conveyed to that gentleman through the Superintendent. 
I need hardly say how highly I appreciate the judgment and energy dis- 

His presence at Sylket 
entire operations against the 


played throughout the whole crisis by Mr. Allen 
conduced most strongly to the success of the 
mutineers. 

The Rajah ol Munneepore had sent a portion of Iiis own troops to 
occupy the road leading to Munneepore. These were now directed to re¬ 
turn, as all danger from the mutineers was at an end. The princes who 
had taken part with them were captured either at this time or shortly after- 
wai’ds, and this district was again perfectly quiet. 

Mr. Allen reported from Cherra Poonjee that a Khosyah of the name 
of Soorkah, a chief adviser of the Cherra Rajah, who was at. that time con¬ 
fined in the jail for some offence, had beer’ found attempting to tamper with 
a sepoy of the jail guard. His term of imprisonment was nearly out, but 
he was in consequence of this detained ; as soon -as the disturbances in the 
plains ceased, he was released on security. 

At Sylhet it was reported iu the end of January, that a Mussulman 
landholder, Hazee Syud Bukht, had collected arms; on enquiring he was 
found to possess six small brass cannon, which he had been in the habit of 
using for firing during the Mohurrum. It was not thought prudent to 
allow him to keep these, and they were accordingly taken possession of. 

Nothing worthy of further notice seems to have occurred in either the 
Chittagong or Dacca divisions. 

An incursion of the Khoeluk Xpokees into the Southern part of 
Sylhet was quite unconnected with the mutinies. Some ill-feeling was 
reported to exist amongst the Munneepooree inhabitants of Cachar in con¬ 
nection with the capture and trial of the Munneepooree princes; but 
neither can this be said to have much real connection with the prevailing- 
disturbances, and indeed it was in itself a matter of trifling importance, 
rendering necessary mere local precautions. 

It remains to mention those who did good service to the state in these 
two divisions during the progress of tins disturbances. 

I have already alluded to the judicious measures adopted by the 
Officiating Commissioner of Chittagong, Mr. Chapman, both before and 
after the mutiny. His conduct throughout has merited my high approba¬ 
tion. I have also recorded here and elsewhere ray approval of all that was 
done by Mr. Metcalfe at Tipperah, whose promptitude, energy and resolu¬ 
tion merited and received my warm acknowledgments. Mr. Sandford 


{ 81 ) 

also conducted the duties that devolved on him in such a manner as to 
deserve my approbation. 

At Noacolly Mr. Simson was most active and energetic, and was able, 
by his personal influence amongst the inhabitants, to provide means for 
resistance in case of any attack on his district, which, as he had a consider¬ 
able sum in Ms treasury, was a by no means improbable contingency. 

I record in a note the names of those Native Zemindars and others 
who have been favorably mentioned by the Officers of the division for 
assistance rendered, and to whom my cordial thanks have been offered.* 
Mr. Dunne, of the Srimoodi Factory, was also thanked for his services. 
Mr. Chapman mentioned having given a reward of 100 Rupees to his 
coachman, who conveyed to Co mi 11 ah the news of the outbreak. 

The conduct of the Tipperah Rajah seemed open to some question, as 
he had done little towards checking the progress of the mutinous detach¬ 
ment ; but the power of this Chief is merely nominal, and I trust that his 
apparent backwardness will prove to have been the result, not of disloyalty, 
but of disability to afford Government any substantial assistance. 

Mr. Carnac, Officiating Collector and Magistrate of Dacca, has acted with 
great vigour and promptitude throughout the whole course of the disturb¬ 
ances. On the occasion of the actual outbreak at Dacca, he took a prominent 
part in the attack on the sepoys, and he brought forward very ' favorably 
the conduct of his two Assistants, Messrs. Bainbridge and Macpherson. 
Dr. Green, the Civil Stirgeon, who accompanied the body of Sailors on this 
occasion, and has been already recorded, was severely wounded, is entitled to 
very honorable notice, and I must make special mention of the admirable 
behaviour of the Reverend Mr. Winchester, Chaplain of the station, who, 
in the service of the wounded men, fearlessly exposed himself in the midst 
of the fight. 

Mr. Carnac has made a separate report of the assistance he has 
received during the past year from his Nazir, ifughobundoo Bhose, whose 
services have received acknowledgment and reward. 

I take this opportunity of repeating my appreciation of the loyalty of 
the two Mahomedan gentlemen, Khojah Abdool Gunnee and Abdool Ahrnud 
Khan, who have been before alluded to in the course of the narrative, and 
who have been specially mentioned by* the Authorities. 

It has been thought advisable, as a precautionary measure, to strengthen 
both Dacca and Sylhet. To the former place three companies of H. M.’s 

«. Seobjoy Wuzeer- '' lUjkissen lioy'. : 

Nusseeruddeeu Monohur. ■ Mahomed Ga«sy Chowdry. 

Asaa Ni3sa (Beebee). * 

Asaud Alii Molovie, who placed at the disposal of the Christian inhabitants a ship, which was 
for some used as & place of refuge. ' \' 

Baboo J oshoodar Koomar Pyne, who was very'highly .spoken of by the Magistrate of Noacolly 
for the loyalty he had displayed and xho assistance he had rendered- 
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19tl> Foot were some time since despatched, and on their arrival a portion of 
the Naval Brigade, which had hitherto garrisoned Dacca, were pushed on 
to Sylhet under their Commandant, Lieutenant Lewis. 

The Munneepore Levy, which was raised at Cherra Poonjee, has been 
moved to Jumalpore, and all seems to promise a continuance of tranquillity. 
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What has been said on the situation of Sylhet and other Eastern 
districts will apply with still greater force to the province of Assam, which 
forms our North Eastern Frontier; not only with respect to its position 
as a Frontier Province, but also as to its far removal from military resources. 
Practically all communication with the Presidency is conducted by a long 
river route. Gowhattee, the principal station in Lower Assam, is at a greater 
distance from Calcutta than Sylhet, whilst to reach the furthest stations in 
Upper Assam occupies almost as long a time as a journey to England, add 
to this the neighbourhood of numerous and formidable tribes of savages 
(with some of whom we are always more or less in collision) and the 
comparatively recent occupation of the province (since the Burmese war 
of 1826), and it will be acknowledged that these in themselves afford no 
inconsiderable cause of anxiety. 

But it is not only by these inherent sources of weakness that the peace 
of Assam has, during the past few months, been endangered. The wide-spread- 
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jng effects of the disturbances in the North-West have been communicated 
even to this distant part of our dominions, resulting in at least a partial 
disaffection of the local troops, and, in connection with this a conspiracy, 
having for its object the subversion of our rule, and I am convinced that 
had it not been for the judicious measures of the authorities on the spot, 
and the prompt despatch of assistance from the Presidency, that an insurrection 
would have broken out, damaging not only to the tranquillity of the province 
itself, but also perilling the safety of the whole of our Eastern Frontier. 

it was not for some time after the occurrence of the first outbreak in 
the North West that any cause for apprehension showed itself in Assam. 
In July the acknowledgments of the Governor General were transmitted 
to the 1st Assam Light Infantry at Debrooghur for the offer of service 
which they had made to Government. How valueless these professions 
of loyalty have usually been, the experience of the past few months has but 
too plainly shown ; but there was then but little reason for distrusting these 
local corps, far removed as they might be deemed to be from any influence 
which had worked on the regiments of the line, and to a great extent of 
a different composition from those regiments, and at that time little doubt of 
their fidelity was entertained. Indeed, in J uly and for some time afterwards, 
the Governor General’s Agent, Colonel Jenkins, was more apprehensive 
of any danger that might arise from the probable breaking out of the 73rd 
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N. I. at Julpigoree, and of the effect likely to be produced on 
the Bhootan and other frontier tribe 3 , amongst whom it was not uncom¬ 
mon to find men from Oude ; and he feared that fugitives from amongst 
the defeated mutineers might in considerable numbers seek refuge with and 
take service under the turbulent Bhootan Soubahs. 

It was not till September that an uneasy feeling began to display 
itself amongst the men of the 1st Assam Light Infantry at Debrooghur. 
From carefully conducted enquiries. Colonel Hannay, Commanding the 
Battalion, found that the excitement was produced by letters from Arrah 
and Jugdespore, addressed to men, of whom there were many in the regi¬ 
ments, enlisted in the Shababad district. 

The company of Artillery at Debrooghur was also composed of Hindus- 
tanees, of whom there were a considerable number in the 2nd Assam Batta¬ 
lion in Gowhattee, though in a less proportion than in the 1st. 

it was about the same time discovered by the Authorities that some of 
these men, native officers and others, were in communication with the Sarung* 
Rajah, Kunderpessur Singh, residing at Jorehaur, in whose house, whilst pro¬ 
ceeding on furlough, they were reported to have held meetings by night. 

The men of the old disbanded)Assam Militia had also been tampered 
with. 

Tlie Rajah himself was a mere boy, and was completely the tool of his 
Dewan, Munneeram Dutt, who was at this time in Calcutta. 

The Rajah was arrested in Assam, and his house being searched, trea¬ 
sonable correspondence from Munneeram Dutt was discovered, as well as 
other letters in a feigned hand and without signature, but no doubt emanat¬ 
ing from the same source. 

This traitor was at the same time seized in Calcutta, and having been 
kept a prisoner for some weeks in the Allipore jail, was sent to Assam, where 
he was tried in February of this year, convicted, and hung. Four others con¬ 
cerned were tried at the same time, one of whom was hanged, two were trans¬ 
ported for life, and one for fourteen years. The young Rajah, who was 
brought down from Assam, is still in confinement in the Allipore jail. 

Meantime Colonel Hannay and the other Officers in Assam exerted 
themselves strenuously to prevent the spread of disaffection, and with great 
success. The Hindustanees were sent to the different small outposts, where 
they had no opportunity for communication with each other and combina. 
tion, whilst the Goorkhas and Qillmen attached to the corps, and who might 
be depended upon, were gradually drawn into Head Quarters. 

Colonel Jenkins brought to prominent notice the names of Colonel Han¬ 
nay, Captain Reid, Commanding the Artillery, and also oi Major Richardson 
and Lieutenant Chambers, of the 2nd Assam Battalion. Captain Uolroyd, 
Principal Assistant Commissioner at Seebsaugor, did very good service con¬ 
nected with the discovering oi the plot and the well-managed arrest of the 
young Rajah, in which he received very efficient assistance from Captain 
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Lowther, of the 1st Assam Battalion, and the party under his command. Cap¬ 
tain Bivar, Principal Assistant to the Commissioner at Debrooghur, was also 
very favorably noticed by the Commissioner. 

As soon as the intelligence of the discovery of the plot reached Calcutta, 
I despatched, with the permission of the Governor General in Council, ICO 
Seamen to Assam. They arrived at Govvhattee towards the end of Septem¬ 
ber, and in the beginning of October, Colonel Jenkins was able to report that 
there was no longer any cause for apprehension. Later in the month the 
Chairman of the Assam Tea Company wrote to Government, stating that great 
disaffection still existed amongst the sepoys at Debrooghur, and that the 
Hill Tribes were threatening an attack. A reference was made to Colonel 
Jenkins, who reported that there was no ground for supposing that the 
peace of the province would be disturbed, had previously stated that the 
disaffection was confined to a few of the old nobles of the province who 
were in a state of great poverty and wretchedness, and that there was no 
feeling of discontent amongst the people in general. 

The Gowalparrah district, which is the most Westerly part of the pro¬ 
vince, had remained altogether undisturbed; but Colonel Jenkins reported in 
September that he had taken means for aCding to the efficiency of the Police 
in that district by subjecting them to a periodical drill, and by increasing 
their numbers. On the occurrence of the Dacca mutiny some fears were 
entertained for this part of the division. The mutineers did actually destroy 
the Kurribarree Thannah, which lies in the corner of this district, and having 
plundered the bazar carried off the Jemadar and a Burkundaz belonging to 
the Thannah. They also plundered Bugwah, and killed, as has been men¬ 
tioned in a previous narrative, a Burkundaz of the Gowalparrah Police, who 
attempted to stop their progress. 

At the end of December the Chairman of the Assam Tea Company 
again called the attention of Government to the defenceless state of Assam 
and to the danger that was likely to result from the mutinies at Dacca and 
Chittagong. The Dacca mutineers, as has been seen, had passed hastily 
through a comer of the province, and neither the Government nor Colonel 
Jenkins apprehended any danger from , the Chittagong mutineers. The 
Chairman was informed of this, and was told that it was impossible at this 
time to allot European troops to Assam. Colonel Hannay had also recom¬ 
mended that European troops should be sOnt to Assam, and mentioned even 
in December that some disaffection still existed amongst the men of 'the 
detachment at Golaghaut; it was therefore determined to send a second party 
of one hundred Seamen, who left on the 31st December, and this opportunity 
was taken to send (as has previously been noticed) Munneeram Dutt to take 
his trial in Assam. 

Since the arrival of this reinforcement, tranquillity seems to have been 
completely restored in Assam. 
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Some correspondence took place in March on the supposed existence of 
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a plot in the 1st Assam Light Infantry to murder the Europeans at Debroo- 
ghur ; but on enquiry the reports on the subject appeared to be without 
foundation. Very full details have been received of an expedition, in which 
a party of the Seamen from Debrooghur and a detachment of the 1st Assam 
Light Infantry took part, directed against one of the above tribes of savages, 
but which failed owing to the great and unexpected difficulties of the route 
aud the treachery of a supposed friendly tribe. The aggression, however, 
which led to this expedition, had no connection with the prevailing disturb¬ 
ances, and need be no further alluded to in this place. 

In conclusion I must add that I have the fullest confidence in the 
experience and judgment of Colonel Jenkins, the Commissioner of Assam* 
whose proceedings have at all times merited and received my warmest 
acknowledgments, and who has been ably and zealously supported by all the 
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Officers subordinate to him, particularly Colonel Haanay, to whom the greatest 
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credit is due for the prompt and well-conceived measures adopted to meet 
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the impending dangers, and to provide with inadequate means against the 
threatened rebellion. 1 believe that there is now no reason for entertaining 
any apprehensions that the peace of the province will be further disturbed; 
but iu order to provide against any risk, a further reinforcement of one huu- 
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drecl Seamen has been sent to Assam, The most recent accounts represent 
everything as perfectly quiet. 

The measures which, with the sanction of the Supreme Government, 
have been from time to time adopted for the preservation of peace and order 
in the different divisions under the Government, have been mentioned in 
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connection with the narrative. Such, for instance, as the despatch of various 

TIT. V , j ' 1» /v • , 


ill 


iii 





■ 






Marine Brigades to different quarters, increase and improvement of the 
local Police, and the raising of various local bodies, which will hereafter form 
the foundation of the Police Battalions recently sanctioned bv the 
Supreme Government. 

But there are some subjects which have received little or no notice 
in the present narrative, and which, though stated elsewhere, may still here 
also he cursorily alluded to. Amongst these is the improvement sanctioned 
by the Government of India in the Police of Rehar and of the Grand Trunk 
Road, and the addition to the number of Deputy Magistrates—-measures 
which have been already attended with favorable results, and without 
which much greater confusion would have been caused in the districts of 
that province. • t • r 

In connection with this may be mentioned the experimental appoint¬ 
ment of Honorary Magistrates from amongst the more influential European 
and native settlers in the different divisions. Whatever may be the ultimate 
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success of this measure, there can be no doubt of its beneficial effect during 
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the recent disturbances 
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has been any difficulty in repressing them arose from the nature of the 
country and climate and the extreme scarcity of troops, not from any inherent 
strength or importance in the risings themselves, which in ordinary times 
would have been easily quelled. Unfortunately, at this particular juncture, 
the very troops which were depended upon for prompt repression of any such 
outbreaks, had themselves broken out into open rebellion, and it is a matter 
of wonder that an ignorant and savage population, seeing the troops in open 
mutiny, the prisoners forcibly released from the jails, the treasuries plundered, 
and the stations abandoned by the authorities, should not have risen 
en masse, as, had there been any wide-spread feeling of dissatisfaction 
with the British rule, they would undoubtedly have done. And in 
truth the events which have from first to last occurred in the province of 
Behar evince no less clearly that there has been no organized conspiracy to 
rebel, whilst, some of the attendant facts and circumstances testify most 
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it is hardly necessary to refer to the riot of the 3rd July in the city of 
Patna itself, in which Dr. Lyeil was unfortunately killed ; the very ease with 
which this attempt was put down, and the entire failure to elicit any sympa¬ 
thy, suffice to show how little of concert or conspiracy there was in the city 
or in the surrounding district of F.dna, nor, as I have noticed in the course 
of the narrative, have the later disturbances had any effect in evoking symp¬ 
toms of general disaffection in this neighbourhood. The three districts North 
of the Ganges may be dismissed with very brief notice. All of them, Tirhoot, 
Sanity and Cimmparun-—have been more or less exposed to disturbing causes. 
In Chumparun took place the revolt of the 12th Irregular Cavalry ; through 
Tirhoot bands of mutineers have passed; and Sarun, particularly ar, a recent 
period, has been infested by parties of marauding sepoys. In all of these 
districts the stations were at one time or other abandoned by the authorities, 
and in short inducements have not been wanting had there been any hostile 
disposition on the part of the inhabitants. But what has been the fact? 
There has never been any thing in the shape of a popular movement; the 
mutineers have been met and defeated by Levies actually raised in these 
districts, and lately, we are told that the mutineers have left Sarun in disgust 
because they met with so little sympathy. 

There remain the two districts—Gya and Shahabad. fn the first of these 
there have been constant sources of apprehension; three times the jail has 
been broken open, and hundreds of prisoners scattered over the country. Last 
year three separate bands of mutineers traversed the district from end to end, 
and lately, bodies of sepoys established themselves for some days within a few 
miles of the station of Gya itself; yet, with these, and with all the convicts 
loose over the country, the petty outlaw Jodhur Singh is able to collect only 
some few hundred followers, and is beaten out of the district by less than 
three hundred Seikhs of the Bengal Police Battalion; and it is tolerably evi¬ 
dent that except with a few of the bad characters with whom riot and disor- 
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